
V
A
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F

E
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09.75 

R
ow

land E
vans ana R

obert N
ovak 

P
resident F

ord's P
rivate C

hat W
ith C

onnally 
P

resid
en

t F
o

rd
's u

n
sch

ed
u

led
 ch

at 
w

ith John B
. C

onnally in H
ouston re-

sulted from
 m

indlessness at the W
hite 

H
ouse that failed to consider either po-

litical d
am

ag
e to

 th
e P

resid
en

t o
r in

-
terference w

ith federal prosecution of 
C

onnally. 
C

o
n

trary
 to

 claim
s b

y
 C

o
n

n
ally

's 
friends and im

plications by the P
resi-

d
en

t h
im

self, th
e m

eetin
g

 w
as n

o
t a 

conscious effort by M
r. kord to

 p
ick

 
th

e
 fo

rm
e
r T

re
a
su

ry
 S

e
c
re

ta
ry

's 
b
rain

 o
n
 en

erg
y
-eco

n
o
m

ic p
ro

b
lem

s. 
R

ath
er, th

e m
eetin

g
 g

rew
 o

u
t o

f th
e 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se d

esire n
o
t to

 sn
u
b
 C

o
n
-

n
ally

 at h
o
m

e in
 H

o
u
sto

n
. W

h
atev

er 
the m

otive, the m
eeting gave C

onnal-
ly's law

yers am
m

unition in their basic 
defense that he is a great statesm

an in-
capable of • accepting a paltry $10,000 
bribe. 

T
hat M

r. F
ord should end up playing 

this role show
s that his W

hite H
ouse, 

th
o
u
g
h
 m

u
ch

 tig
h
ter th

an
 earlier, is 

still a pretty slack ship. B
ut it also re-

flects th
e P

resid
en

t's self-d
estru

c-
tive loyalty to the ruined N

ixon adm
in-

istratio
n

 an
d

 its sy
m

b
o

ls w
h

o
 to

d
ay

 
represent a political liability. 

T
h

e ap
p

aren
tly

 in
n

o
cen

t o
rig

in
 o

f 
th

e C
o

n
n
ally

 ch
at w

as th
e cu

sto
m

ary
 

presidential visit w
ith local R

epublican 
p
o
litician

s d
u
rin

g
 h

is F
eb

. 1
0
 trip

 to
 

H
o
u
sto

n
. C

o
n
trary

 to
 th

e im
p
ressio

n
 

given reporters by presidential counse-
lo

r R
o

b
ert T

. H
artm

an
n

, th
e W

h
ite 

H
o

u
se d

id
 n

o
t accep

t w
ith

o
u

t am
en

d
-

m
en

t th
e list o

f p
o
litician

s su
b
m

itted
 

from
 T

exas. R
ather, a long list sent by 

R
epublican state chairm

an Jack W
ar-

ren w
as reduced to 16 by presidential  

political aides —
 H

artm
ann, Jack C

al-
kins and G

w
en A

nderson. John B
. C

on-
n

ally
, u

n
d

er fed
eral in

d
ictm

en
t fo

r 
bribery and perjury, survived the cut. 

T
h
ere seem

s to
 h

av
e b

een
 n

o
 p

ro
-

tracted
 d

eb
ate in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se. 

T
h

e p
o

litical aid
es d

eterm
in

ed
 th

at 
C

onnally, innocent until proven guilty, 
should be treated as a form

er C
abinet 

m
em

b
er an

d
 frien

d
 o

f M
r. F

o
rd

. "T
o

 
have the P

resident com
e to C

onnally's 
hom

etow
n and not see him

 w
ould be 

poor public relations," one presidential 
ad

v
iser to

ld
 u

s. N
o
 req

u
est fo

r g
u
id

-
ance w

as m
ade of the S

pecial P
rosecu-

to
r's o

ffice, w
h
ich

 m
ig

h
t w

ell h
av

e 
counseled caution. S

how
n the final 16 

n
am

es, th
e P

resid
en

t d
id

 n
o

t rem
o

v
e 

C
onnally's. 
C

o
n

n
ally

, in
 C

an
ad

a o
n

 b
u

sin
ess, 

rushed back 
to

 H
o
u
sto

n
. B

u
t h

e w
as 

late arriv
in

g
 o

n
 th

e 1
7

th
 flo

o
r o

f th
e 

S
h
am

ro
ck

 H
ilto

n
 H

o
tel, to

w
ard

 th
e 

en
d
 o

f M
r. F

o
rd

's 7
0
-m

in
u
te m

eet-
in

g
 w

ith
 th

e T
ex

as p
o

litician
s. K

ep
t in

 
an adjoining room

 by a m
ilitary aide, 

C
onnally w

as later brought in for his 
private 40-m

inute chat w
ith M

r. F
ord. 

N
o m

atter w
hat C

onnally friends say,  

th
e m

eetin
g
 w

as n
o
t o

n
 th

e P
resi-

dent's schedule. 
B

u
t b

o
th

 M
r. F

o
rd

 (at h
is T

o
p
ek

a, 
K

an., press conference ) and C
onnal-

ly's friends indicated C
onnally w

as be-
in

g
 tap

p
ed

 fo
r ex

p
ert ad

v
ice. In

 fact, 
th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t th
e d

raftin
g

 o
f th

e F
o

rd
 

energy program
, C

onnally's view
 w

as 
never sought. 

T
he S

pecial P
rosecutor's office ref-

uses com
m

ent, but legal experts else-
w

h
ere feel th

e ch
at in

 H
o

u
sto

n
 w

ill 
help C

onnally's law
yers portray him

 as 
an

 ad
v

iser o
f P

resid
en

ts h
ig

h
 ab

o
v

e 
th

e taw
d

ry
 ch

arg
es b

ro
u

g
h

t ag
ain

st 
him

. T
hat conceivably is w

hat brought 
C

onnally racing back to-  H
ouston F

eb. 
10. H

ad
 h

e k
ep

t C
o

n
n

ally
 o

ff th
e lists, 

w
ould M

r. F
ord have suffered 

politi-
cally

 am
o

n
g

 T
ex

as R
ep

u
b

lican
s, w

h
o

 
universally feel an innocent m

an is be-
in

g
 railro

ad
ed

? "N
o
t at all," o

n
e k

ey
 

state p
arty

 o
fficial to

ld
 u

s. "C
o
n
n
ally

 
is in political lim

bo for now
." 

O
n

e F
o

rd
 aid

e say
s th

e d
ecisio

n
 to

 
see C

o
n
n
ally

 h
as a b

asis "n
o
t p

o
litical 

o
r leg

al b
u
t m

o
stly

 p
erso

n
al." A

s such 
it falls in the sam

e category w
ith con-

tinuing N
ixon loyalists in the C

abinet  

lo
n

g
 b

ey
o

n
d

 th
eir tim

e, th
e v

isit to
 

R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o

n
's sick

b
ed

 ju
st b

efo
re 

th
e 1

9
7

4
 electio

n
 an

d
, m

o
st cru

cially
, 

the prem
ature N

ixon pardon. 
•
 

W
h

eth
er o

r n
o

t d
rastic refo

rm
, d

e-
m

o
cratizatio

n
 an

d
 m

o
d
ern

izatio
n
 w

ill 
im

p
ro

v
e th

e H
o
u
se W

ay
s an

d
 M

ean
s, 

o
n
e im

p
act is certain

: A
n
 ex

tra co
st to

 
tax

p
ay

ers o
f o

v
er $

3
 m

illio
n

 a y
ear. 

F
u
rth

erm
o
re, th

e to
tal is ex

p
ected

 to
 

rise each year. 
T

h
e co

m
m

ittee's D
em

o
cratic m

ajo
r-

ity
 led

 b
y

 ch
airm

an
 A

l U
llm

an
 o

f O
re-

g
o

n
, w

ith
o

u
t co

n
su

ltin
g

 R
ep

u
b

lican
s, 

h
a
s a

p
p
ro

v
e
d
 a

n
 e

y
e
-p

o
p
p
in

g
 $

3
.5

 
m

illion budget com
pared w

ith $520,000 
last y

ear. B
u
t in

 1
9
7
4
 th

en
 ch

airm
an

 
W

ilb
u

r D
. M

ills o
f A

rk
an

sas, u
sin

g
 

free h
elp

 fro
m

 o
th

er co
m

m
ittees an

d
 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t ag
en

cies, actu
ally

 sp
en

t 
only $195,000 for a staff of 35. 

T
h
e n

ew
 su

b
co

m
m

ittee sy
stem

 ad
d
s 

4
1

 ex
tra staffers, an

d
 th

e o
v

erall staff 
w

ill 
p

ro
b

ab
ly

 reach
 1

0
0

 (alth
o

u
g

h
 

th
ere is n

o
 o

ffice sp
ace to

d
ay

 o
n

 in
-

creasin
g

ly
 cro

w
d

ed
 C

ap
ito

l H
ill fo

r 
th

is p
o

p
u

latio
n

 ex
p

lo
sio

n
). W

h
at's 

m
o
re, th

e co
m

m
ittee is settin

g
 u

p
 its 

ow
n com

puter operation. 
M

ushroom
ing of professional 

staf-
fers an

d
 ex

o
tic electro

n
ic eq

u
ip

m
en

t, 
co

m
m

o
n

 all o
v

er C
ap

ito
l H

ill in
 th

e 
n
ew

 C
o
n
g
ress, d

isto
rts th

e co
n
g
res-

sio
n

al fu
n

ctio
n

, say
 co

n
serv

ativ
e crit-

ics. In
stead

 o
f rep

resen
tin

g
 in

terests 
o
f co

n
stitu

en
ts in

 d
ealin

g
 w

ith
 th

e ex
-

ecutive branch. C
ongress is w

ell on its 
w

ay tow
ard establishing a dual govern-

m
ent bureaucracy in W

ashington. 
©

1975, F
ield E

nterprises, Inc, 

"That M
r. F

ord should end up playing this role 

show
s that his W

hite H
ouse, though m

uch tighter 

than earlier, is still a pretty slack ship." 


