sséhroﬁic@

sent founel President
‘gentamer of nickels and

“I've been in a hospital, and I
know how hard it was to find change
.to ¢all my mama,” he wrote the hos-
p1ta11zed Mr. Nixon.

“Maybe this will help you when
yow want to call home.” ;

A Woman from the Haight-Ash-
bury sent”$he former. President a
hghtwelght wool coverlet for hig in-
jured leég.

“im ot a Repubhca
womah wrote, “but I do
auythmﬁ to hurt:your leg.

n? want

¥ o

An envelope containing a $10 blll
83 in food stamps and a letter teilw
ing Mr. Nixon how much the writer
loved and admired him came from a
black woman in Mississippi.,

"That kmd of letter is set aside

80 Mrs. Nixon can send a teply,”
said | a een Bryant,“a. volunteer
10 has gone to the Nixon residence

; Bage Col 2
Bgom Pa «
ente

three times a wee) for the’
past sm months helping read
and - sw&r the mail. ..

unpaid helpers who regular-
ly drive from the. Leig re
World retirement commu-
mty -and other developmemtm
in the area to work in quar-
ters prekusly occupied by
prominent members of the
leon staff.

‘About half the volunteers
spend their days buildi gan
enormous index of J 1
supporters, - filling m the
names and return addresses |

. oftwell-wishers on 3x5index

cards that are added each
day to an alphabet1ed flle

the ;

The handmade mohair |

was. dm@;br@x@h %\A{i‘t‘ggnatu;al fruit; -

o%t#e is just one of the v
tasks assigned to the 50 to 60

1'5‘%

Bryant said he Was told
the eards were being aceu- -

5

mulate‘(y so that some ”dq%&
the Nixons could se
“thanl you” notes to-ever
body " who offered gbed
wishes. ﬁf
Meanwhﬂe letters go out
to those who send casim [or
otl;gr gifts. ;i

“M rs.  Nixon )\,ackn‘oWL
edges every contmbuhc%

whether it is blood, maney,
chees'e pears, potatoes,reli-
gmus medals, Steuben glass
or a gift from the du:ne
stnre,” Mrs. B1yant sai

e nearby
on, hés joined ‘the

Mrs Bryant in New Yark
after World War II. She is
married to a high school
to%tbau coach, and like the

othem ‘VoL teers ga'theged
in L

5
llywood fﬂm ed1 6

‘mer

; cured of phlebitis.”

drawn on them or’ X’s for

kisses. or soldiers,’ . & Mrs.
Bryant said.

*A Dboy had dlawn a pie-
| turefof a soldier on aletter
that came the other day.He
wrote, ‘Some day I'm going
to be a soldier and fight for
Amel ica.?”’

Occasion] ly the meil
turns up a taunt. ‘
“Well, congratulations,

Mr. iand Mrs. Nixon,'. one
critic wrote. “With a llttle

more misfortune yowll get
down to Social Secumf?*and '

see how we live.” L

But most critics of the for-
President are" not
moved to write their views.
The vast majority of those
Who wmte - perhaps 99

ed by

frlendshlp or compassmn

“You’d think half the pee-

pl 1n the United States hay

had phlebitis,” Mrs. Te' '
said, ‘“‘Someone sent @&
167-p age letter, starting

from: the time he (the writ-
er) Was born and telling how
some{one in the family

One man mails Mr. Ni

thanks.

Most of the wide range of
gifts, from skiing hats-and
neckties to hand-crocheted
napkins and bathroom tow-
els and two lace doilies te-
ceived recently from “a
friend from Montreal” go to
institutions. L

Bibles and religious med-
‘als are'forwarded to appro-
pr1ate religious institutions.

“He has been getting alot

. of medals of St. Jude,” said

a pair of support hose once a

A ‘woman — appale“ Iy
elderlv to judge from he
handwriting wrote f%a
“Dear Pat” letter offermg

W

advice on how to take care

of an invalid.

“Dress him properly " she

)
suit to pick a man up —but
no plaids. please.”

The tother day a weinan

from Mfunich sent three $1 .

bills and said, “It’s all ‘the
Ameucan money I hgve
Use it any way you need it.”

Other Germans have sent
marks, eenfldent that . the
leons 3E ould get them
changed nto dollars: easﬂy
-engugh. There have been ru-
bl from Russia, too; and
currency flom Incha

Gl y and other countfies

and lire have beem sent
abbi Baruch K
tempting to rai ibout
‘million dollars to pay Ieﬁal
and other expenses.

~ month so he can move ahout ‘
b morw&”comfmtably

Mrs. Bryant. St. Jude is the
patron saint of the 1mposs1-
ble. =% 2

Cranberries from Massa- '
chusetts were strung up-on
the Christmas tree in the

~area where the volunteers

work. During the hohd@y

" season the volunteers sup-

plemented their brown bag
lunches with apples, ‘or-
anges, fruit cake (‘We were
up ‘to here in fruit cake”),
fudge and other delicacies
sent by well-wishers.

The signs of affection lift-
e%the volunteers spmts

“I knew he hadn’t’
anybody, stolen any’ money
or done anything thathasn’t

- been done in politics for
i .years.” said Phyllis Valdez,
"1 granddaughter

of a San
Franc1sco Bay  ferryboat
tain and a former mem- :
f the education depart-
faculty at UCLA., |

Y was pleased to see so
many people who reacted as
they, did.”

Chiquita Williams, widow
of’ a Standard Oil offzcxal
said she learned she was not :

n i ntinuing to sup- -
wrote. #Nothing like a lew | alone’ in continuing tofsup

port -the former President.

“I was beginning to think
there was something wrong
with me. but now I see that
other people hold him in the -
same esteem and. yes, rev-
erence.” she ‘said. ¢ ‘The
Democrats are paranoid.
They’re going to have towan-
swer for their hatred some
day 2y

Not everyone entered. the
project with the same enthu-
siasm as Mrs. Valdez and
Mrs . Williams. Mrs. Bryant,
fors example agreed to help
out for an afternoon lastfall, -
ting it would |
-term project.
1 wanted to:Help Mr.
Nixon—I wasn’t so gung ho
about him.” Mrs. Brvant

» :"e‘mplovees I
don«,,t‘, know many bosses who

uld go that far to shield
employees

& never seen the leons
but&Mls Bryant does her
wo@c in the office formerly
assigned to General Alex-
ander Haig when he was Mr.
Nixbn’s chief of staff.

bu’c he s

She and her husband have
at least a glance of the Nix-
.and . often éxchange
'words of ‘greetings

ly

San Clemente.

“We were among the first
people he faced after he said

‘good-by to the staff in
Washmgton " Mrs.

every day they goto

Bryant.,
said.” “He seemed surprlsed

but pleased to see us. I said; gy
‘You look great, Mr, Pre31-
den 139

Those in the group who
have seen the Nixons regu-
larly ‘say the former Presi-
dent seems to keep i improy-
ing “dn appearance and. in
physmai We11~bemb ; ;?‘

But * they 'a, g httlemcon-
cerned about Mrs. Nixon.
They think she looks tired.




