
FEB 

NYTi rnes 6 1975  T
he W

atergate M
oney-T

ree H
arvest 

B
y Irvin

g H
ow

e 
I w

o
u
ld

 lik
e to

 en
ter th

e d
iscu

ssio
n
 

that has started about the fees offered 
to and w

ithdraw
n from

 R
onald Z

iegler 
and John D

ean. I speak as a professor, 
n
o
t fo

r all o
f th

em
 b

u
t p

erh
ap

s fo
r 

som
e. 

L
et m

e sketch a picture of the aver-
age A

m
erican university today. W

aves 
o
f fin

an
cial p

an
ic sw

eep
 acro

ss it. 
A

ssistan
t p

ro
fesso

rs are fired
 —

 an
d
 

w
ith

 fain
t p

ro
sp

ect o
f fin

d
in

g
 n

ew
 

jo
b
s. G

rad
u
ate stu

d
en

ts fin
d
 th

eir 
w

retch
ed

 stip
en

d
s cu

t. S
alaries d

o
n
't 

keep up w
ith the rising cost of living. 

A
d
m

in
istrato

rs scream
: T

u
rn

 o
ff th

e 
lig

h
ts, ty

p
e
 o

n
 b

o
th

 sid
e
s o

f th
e
 

paper, crow
d m

ore students into each 
class. A

nd w
ho know

s? P
erhaps they're 

right. 
A

long com
es L

ecture B
ureau X

 say-
in

g
 th

at fo
r a m

ere fo
u
r g

ran
d
 y

o
u
 

can have R
on Z

iegler or John D
ean—

and suddenly, there's m
oney! T

he stu-
dent council finds it, the "dean's fund" 
ju

st h
ap

p
en

s to
 h

av
e th

at m
u
ch

 left. 
A

lw
ay

s, fo
r so

m
e so

rt o
f sp

ectacle, 
th

e co
arser th

e b
etter, th

e m
o
n
ey

 can
 

be found, even though younger teach-
ers an

d
 g

rad
u
ate stu

d
en

ts are b
ein

g
 

throw
n onto the streets. D

o you w
on-

d
er, th

en
, th

at so
m

e o
f u

s g
ro

w
 o

u
t-

raged? 
A

n
d
 th

en
 co

n
sid

er th
e p

ro
p
o
sed

 
fees, higher still than w

hat T
om

 H
ay-

d
en

 an
d
 S

to
k
ely

 C
arm

ich
ael u

sed
 to

 
g
et a few

 y
ears ag

o
, w

h
en

 th
e reig

n
- 

ing cam
pus vaudeville w

as N
ew

 L
eft 

rath
er th

an
 O

ld
 N

ix
o
n
ite. It is o

u
t-

rageous that som
eone of the intellec-

tu
al calib

er o
f a Z

ieg
ler, a co

n
firm

ed
 

enem
y of the E

nglish language and an 
h
ab

itu
al ev

ad
er, o

f elem
en

tary
 tru

th
-

telling, should be offered a fee .several 
tim

es larger than that w
hich universi-

ties custom
arily offer the m

ost distin-
guished m

inds of our tim
e. 

I know
 several N

obel P
rize w

inners 
w

h
o
 lectu

re fo
r a g

o
o
d
 d

eal less th
an

 
$
4
,0

0
0
 an

 ev
en

in
g
. I k

n
o
w

 a g
reat 

m
any gifted people—

w
riters, thinkers, 

scientists, public figures —
 w

ho con-
sid

er $
5
0
0
 an

 accep
tab

le fee. W
h
at 

im
pulse, other than the degrading pop-

cult notion that notoriety pays, could 
lead anyone to suppose that a Z

iegler 
just out of the N

ixon W
hite H

ouse or 
a D

ean just out of jail is w
orth $4,000? 

(T
he one argum

ent I can't cope w
ith 

is A
rt B

uchw
ald's claim

 that Z
iegler is 

w
orth that m

uch as a com
edy routine; 

but then I've never been able to cope 
w

ith B
uchw

ald.) 
T

here are grave m
urm

urings on edi-
torial pages that to "disinvite" Z

iegler 
is a v

io
latio

n
 o

f acad
em

ic freed
o
m

. 
W

hy? N
o one said Z

iegler is prevented 
fro

m
 talk

in
g
 at B

o
sto

n
 U

n
iv

ersity
, 

o
n
ly

 th
at th

e o
rig

in
al fee o

f $
2
,5

0
0
 

w
ould have to be cut to $1,000—

w
hich 

his agent apparently w
ouldn't accept. If 

M
r. Z

ieg
ler is so

 p
assio

n
ately

 d
e-

siro
u
s o

f tellin
g
 u

s ab
o
u
t th

e ab
u
ses 

of pow
er, he m

ight find it in his heart 
to do so for $1,000 a shot. 	

• 

T
he w

hole business of 'forking out 
vast sum

s from
 hard-pressed universi-

ties to
 u

n
sav

o
ry

 p
u
b
lic fig

u
res n

eed
s 

so
m

e critical scru
tin

y
. In

 th
e fifties, 

w
h
en

 I w
as teach

in
g
 at B

ran
d
eis, 

ev
ery

 y
ear a tin

y
 g

ro
u
p
 o

f stu
d
en

ts 
tried

 to
 "em

b
arrass" th

e ad
m

in
istra-

tion and faculty by proposing to invite 
as a speaker G

eorge L
incoln R

ockw
ell, 

the A
m

erican apostle of H
itlerism

. 
D

id w
e care enough about academ

ic 
freed

o
m

, sn
eered

 th
ese stu

d
en

ts, to
 

g
iv

e th
is N

azi th
e u

se o
f a B

ran
d
eis 

forum
? A

nd the answ
er w

e kept giving 
w

as that, even as w
e believed in R

ock-
w

ell's right to speak freely, that didn't 
m

ean
 w

e h
ad

 to
 w

elco
m

e h
im

 to
 a 

Jew
ish-sponsored school or pay him

 a 
nickel for com

ing there. 
L

et R
ockw

ell get up on .a soap box 
—

as m
any of us have done for far bet-

ter cau
ses—

an
d
 talk

 fo
r n

o
th

in
g
. T

o
 

believe that I have no reason to invite 
h
im

 to
 m

y
 cam

p
u
s is in

 n
o
 w

ay
 to

 
abridge his freedom

 of speech. I m
ay 

g
ran

t p
eo

p
le th

e rig
h
t to

 in
d
u
lg

e in
 

a
ll so

rts o
f h

a
b
its, b

u
t n

o
t, if y

o
u
 

please, in m
y house. 

T
h
ere is a still larg

er m
o
ral issu

e. 
W

h
at so

rt o
f a so

ciety
 is it in

 w
h
ich

 
p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 h

av
e b

een
 p

u
b
licly

 co
n
-

v
icted

 o
f b

etray
in

g
 th

eir tru
st as o

f-
ficials o

f th
e G

o
v
ern

m
en

t, o
r p

eo
p
le 

w
ho have sham

elessly defended those 
w

h
o
 b

etray
ed

 th
at tru

st, are th
en

 "re-
w

arded" w
ith enorm

ous advances for 
book contracts, enorm

ous fees for lec-
tures? 

T
h
e p

u
b
lish

in
g
 h

o
u
ses th

at g
av

e  

th
o
se ad

v
an

ces, th
e u

n
iv

ersities th
at 

offered those fees ought to be asham
ed 

of them
selves. F

or profit or publicity, 
they have done us all a disservice. 

T
here used to be a tim

e w
hen a m

an .  
w

ho had done w
rong, even after being 

reliev
ed

 o
f p

u
n
ish

m
en

t, th
o
u
g
h
t it 

seem
ly to m

aintain silence for a w
hile, 

perhaps in self-exam
ination and m

edi-
tation. N

ow
 he cashes in. 

Irving H
ow

e, professor of 
E

n
g
lish

 a
t 

H
u
n
ter C

o
lleg

e o
f th

e C
ity. U

n
iversity 

of N
ew

 Y
ork, is co-editor of the m

aga-
zine D

issent. 


