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WASHINGTON, Jan. 31 
Judge Charles R. Richey's rul-
ing today that the Government 
owns the papers and documents 
of former Presidents is likely 
to have little impact on access 
to the records of Richard M. 
Nixon's predecessors. Howevr, 
the ruling is likely to be 
portant to historians in the u-
ture, according to scholars a d 
government experts. 

Virtually all the records q)f 
the dead former Presidents are 
already under Government con-
trol, according to Daniel J. 
Reed, the assistant archivist of 
the United States, who is in 
charge of Presidential *libraries. 

But many important papers 
were not available during;these men's lives, and similar re strictions most likely would 
have been set by Presidents in 
the future. 

Shortly after leaving the 
Presidency, William Howard 
Taft began to gather the rec-ords of his Administration. 

"I do' not think that I onght to burden the White House with these things," he stated, "and, 
therefore, want them sent to .; me." 

Deemed Own Property 
Recent Presidents have don-ated their pipers to libraries 

operated by the Government, but they retained ownership and often asserted restrictions ,on the access to the papers. 
I As a practical matter, ac, cording to Daniel J. Reed, She 
assistant archivist of the United 
States, who is in charge of Presidential libraries, today's ruling by Judge Charles R. Richey will have little impact on access to the papers of past Presidents. 

From Hoover On - 
The Presidents from Hoover 

through Johnson turned over their paper,s and documents to Government-operated libraries. 
All the documents that were nt given to the Government 
during their lives'were willed to' the Government after their deaths. 

Virtually all of the Hoover 
and Franklin D. Roosevelt 
papers are open to public 
inspection, with only a few 

	

documents of the Roosev 	tl- 
ministration concerning ar 
stcrets still embargoed. • 

Mr. Reed estimated that ac-cess to 10 to, 20 per-  ,Cent of the papers of President T 	an Eisenhower, Kennedy and hn-
son, was still controlled. For 
the most part, he said, that is 
because of national security clanifications. A team' of 
archivists is at work on these 
papers, constantly making more 
and more or them open to in-

tion, he said. 

	

*le these Presidents 	ed, 
however, access to the cu-
merits was much more di Ult. 

	

In 1962, Mr. Kenned 	ad 
to send an envoy to the en-
hbwer farm at Gettysburgit., to obtain records of a converse-
tioe between General Eisen-
hoviZer and Harold Macmillan, whbse tenure as Prime Minister of Britain overlapped • the 
Eisenhower and Kennedy, Ad-
ministrations. If President 
hower had refused to coo 
the Kennedy Administr 
world not have been a to 
re 

.t  
ew important diplo tic 
unents.' . 

rumen Refused Access 
. Truman, until his death nearly 20 years after leasOng 

the White House, kept some of his most important recor in 
file, cabinets in his offi 	a wing of the Truman Li 	at Independence, Mo. 

Ale refused access %%those papers not only to indendent 
sc lays but also to t 	thief 
S te Department h torian 
who wanted to check tl a com-pleteness of departmen • publi-cations of diplomatil ' do-
cuments against Mr. Tienan's 
records. 

The Presidentaial libraries are 
operated, under a 1955 law, 1)3' the National Archives and Re-cords Service. The ager4 :is authorized to accept and care for in perpetuity the iiapers of 
any President, former President 
pr other official of the Unitecl 
States at public expenge/..T1% li-
braries must be built at private ecpense and then donatfid to 
the Government. 
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