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Charles W. Colson, a former 
special counsel to .President 
Nixon, was releasedfrd,'' :I•ri,,.. 

t son tpday on the g , 	',11:)f 
"serious family . diffic , . 

Tberitiidder for the 43-year-old 
Mr. GM-on's release was issued 
by FetTeral District Judge. Ger-
hard A. Gesell late this after-
noon. e noted that a motion 
to red e Mr: Colson's 'sentence 
"has been under consideration 
for so* time." 

Mi•etY1 • n was serving his 
senteit' 	. the Maxwell- Air 
ForceerSisel.federal Priscin ,in 
MontgaiKegtrAla. . 

He' sfat4entenced to one to 
three years by Judge Gesell on 
June 21 after pleading guilty 
to obstruction of justice for his 
role in disseminating damaging 
information about Dr. Daniel 
Ellsberg. He has served seven 
months and, under' usual cir-
cuiristances; would haVe be-
corrie'' eligible • for parole next , 
July. 

Dr. Ellsberg has said that it 
was he who made public' the 
secret Government study of 
the United States role in Viet-
nam known as the Pentagon 
papers. 

Judge Gesell, in ordering that 
Mr. Colson's sentence "shall be 
and hereby is reduced to time 
already served," said only that 
the, motion was being granted 
"by reason of the defendant's 
serious family difficulties, which 
have greatly aggravated the se-
verity of the sentence imposed." 

No Details Given 
No details df the "family dif11 

kulties" were given. It is 
known, however, that,his wife,• 

'Patricia, has not been in good 
health, and that his 18-year-old 
son, Christian, was arrested in 
South Carolina, where he at-
tends college, for the posses-
sion of marijuana. Mr. Colson's 
father died a few months ago. 

Thp order required that Mr. 
Colson be released immediately., 
His lawyer, David I. Shapiro, 
said that he and Mr. Colson 
learned of the order "around 
five o'clock this afternoon." 
Mr. Colson had nothing to Ray 
immediately about his relee, 
Mr. rShapiro said. 	4.? 
Another close friend, who sAw 
him-after the order was iss , 
said Mr. Colson "looks f 
lous, thinner, back to Marine 
trim and very, very happy." 
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had done "was right or proper. 
Mr: Colson, who has convert= 

ed 	evangelical Christianity, 
is known to have given infor-
mation to both the Watergate 
special prosecutor and to Fe-
deral grand juries. He also tes-
tified before the House Judicia-
ry Committee during its im-
peachment inquiry last sum- 

1VIrolson, who lives in Mc-
Learira., served as President.  
Nixon's liaison with special in-
tereat: groups such as labor and 
ethnib minorities. He was also a.  
key White House political 
strategist. 

Mr. Colson, a lawyer in Virgi-
nia since 1958, was disbarred 
early-last month by the state's 
Supreme. Court, which upheld 
the disbarment decision of the 
state bar association, on the 
ground. that Mr. Colson had de-
monstrated •"a reckless disre-
gard" of the "integrity of the 
legal prbfession and the judicial 
system." . 

He twice applied to the Ford 
Administration for some form 
of executive clemency, asking 
in September for a Presidential 
pardon or a commutation of his 
sentence, and requesting a par- 
don' 	. in 1Decembe  • 
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