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byline, Lavrie Johnston.

‘BostonU. BargainsWith Ziegler

In the latest convolution in
the Boston University con-

troversy over the invitation -

—later rescinded-—to Ronald
Ziegler to lecture Feb. 26,
John R. Zilber, the univer-
sity’s president, said yester-
day that the original offer
of $3,000 was “wholly un-
authorized,” but he reinvited
the former White House press
secretary to appear at'the
school’s “‘standard maximum
fee of $1,000.” The offer was
declined.

Mr. Ziegler had been
booked under the sponsor-
ship of the student govern-
ment of the School of Public
Communications. The stu-
dent assembly voted to with-
draw its offer completely
after the school’s dean, John
Wicklein, said he would “de-
fend Mr. Ziegler’s right to
speak on this campus,” but
since the former Nixon aide
had “no commitment” to a
free press, “it would be a
travesty to reward him in
any way.”

At a news conference yes-
terday, Dr. Silber, said, “I
support Dean Wicklein’s of-
fer of a platform,” and he
reported that he had offered
$1,000. In New York, how-
ever, the booking manager
for Mr. Ziegler said, “the
lower fee is not acceptable.”

“It is well below the basic
market for people of his
stature,” said Williath C.-
Leigh, an executive of W.
Colston Leigh, the agency.

He said he had talked to

- Mr. Ziegler, who said, ‘I

. would love to speak at B.U.,

if you can find a date.” But,
Mr. Leigh said, *I tried to
hold the original date—I al-
ways thought they’d come
around to reinviting him—
but it’s filled now, and the
size of the fee is my jurisdic-
tion.” :
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