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17 
A

ttorney G
eneral-D

esignate A
sserts D

eath P
ena if E

nforce--! D
e
te

rre
n
t 

B
y L

IN
D

A
 C

H
A

R
L

T
O

N
 

S
pecial to T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, Jan. 27—

A
t-

to
rn

ey
 G

en
eral-d

esig
n
ate E

d
-

w
a
rd

 H
. L

e
v
i sa

id
 to

d
a
y
 h

e
 

b
eliev

ed
 th

at th
e d

eath
 p

en
-

alty, if enforced and applied to 
a lim

ited
 categ

o
ry

 o
f o

ffen
ses, 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e a d

eterren
t, an

d
 th

at 
its im

p
o
sitio

n
 o

u
g
h
t to

 b
e left 

to
 in

d
iv

id
u
al states. 

T
he 63-year-old president of 

th
e U

n
iv

ersity
 o

f C
h
icag

o
 an

d
 

th
e
 fo

rm
e
r d

e
a
n
 o

f its L
a
w

 
S

ch
o
o
l, d

u
rin

g
 th

e first d
ay

 o
f 

h
earin

g
s o

n
 h

is co
n
firm

atio
n
 

b
y
 th

e S
en

ate Ju
d
iciary

 C
o
m

-
m

ittee stressed
 th

at th
e d

eath
 

 
p
en

alty
 m

u
st b

e "q
u
ick

ly
 en

-
fo

rced
 an

d
 accep

tab
le to

 th
e 

com
m

unity." B
ut he said, "M

y 
 

belief is that the death penalty,  
if it is en

fo
rced

, in
 a lim

ited
 

area, is a d
eterren

t." 
In

 resp
o
n
se to

 a fo
llo

w
-u

p
 

q
u
estio

n
 fro

m
 S

en
ato

r Jam
es 

A
bourezk, 	

a 	
S

outh 	
D

akota 
D

em
ocrat, M

r. L
evi tentatively 

Suggested 	
th

at ' th
e 	

penalty 
m

ig
h
t b

e ap
p
lied

 fo
r sk

y
jack

- 
in

g
, m

u
rd

er o
f p

o
lice o

fficers 
u
n
d
er "certain

 circu
m

stan
ces" 

o
r m

u
rd

er in
 p

en
iten

tiaries by 
p
erso

n
s alread

y
 sen

ten
ced

 fo
r 

crim
es fo

r w
h
ich

 th
e d

eath
 

p
en

alty
 m

ig
h
t b

e ap
p
ro

p
riate. 

H
e em

p
h
asized

 th
at h

e b
e- 

lieved the list of eligible crim
es 

should be "very lim
ited." C

api- 
tal p

u
n
ish

m
en

t, as th
en

 p
rac- 

ticed
 w

as o
u
tlaw

ed
 b

y
 th

e S
u
- 

prem
e C

ourt in 1972; new
 law

s 
enacted by som

e states are now
 

being challenged in the courts. 
D

uring.  a day of questioning, 
M

r. 	
L

evi 	
also 	

responded 	
to

 
questions 	

in 	
th

e 	
follow

ing 
areas: 	

• 
9H

e said that h
e co

u
ld

 n
o
t 

car w
+Ipthp,r 

IIP
 w

ar 
a
 P

a
ra

ih
li- 

can or a D
em

ocrat, since he did 
n
o
t v

o
te in

 eith
er p

arty
's p

ri- 
m

erles, alth
o
u
g
h
 h

e d
o
es v

o
te 

in general elections. 
%

le s-id said that a 1954 re- 
search project in w

hich he w
as 

engaged that involved bugging 
jury room

s in half a dozen civil 
cases "w

as a m
istake." 

q
l-le m

ad
e an

 ab
so

lu
te can

- 
m

itm
ent to protect the indepen- 

4
d
en

ce th
e W

aterg
ate sp

ecial 
prosecutor , but said he did not 
see th

e n
eed

 to
."create sp

ecial 
prosecutors all over the place" 
for other special areas of inves- 
tigation. 	

. 

	

(M
e 	

said 
h
e w

o
u
ld

' resist 
pressure, 	

from
 	

C
ongress 	

or 
from

 the W
hite H

ouse, to take 
a p

articu
lar actio

n
 u

n
less h

e 
felt 	

it 	
justified, 	

saying, 	
"I'm

 
goin

g
 to

 c
a
ll th

e
m

 a
s I se

e
 

them
. I don't really care w

here 
th

a
 ra

il en
rn

p
a
 fro

m
." 

Q
u
estio

n
in

g
 o

f M
r. L

ev
i, a 

slig
h
t, b

ald
ish

 m
an

 in
 a g

ray
 

p
in

strip
ed

 su
it an

d
 b

lack
 an

d
 

w
hite bow

 tie, occupied m
ost of 

today's five-hour session. Illia- 
ois's tw

o S
enators—

C
harles H

. 
P

ercy ,a R
epublican, and A

dlai 
E

. S
tev

en
so

n
 3

d
, a D

em
o
crat, 

m
ad

e b
rief in

tro
d
u
cto

ry
 state- 

m
erits praising his abilities and 

in
teg

rity
, an

d
 rem

ain
ed

 at th
e 

w
itn

ess tab
le w

ith
 h

im
 d

u
rin

g
 

the m
orning session. 

A
tthe 	

end of the afternoon, 
h
is testim

o
n
y
 w

as in
terru

p
ted

 
to allow

 testim
ony, also favor- 

ab
le to

 M
r. L

ev
i, fro

m
 L

aw
- 

ren
ce E

. W
alsh

 o
f N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, 
tse president-elect of the A

m
er- 

ican 	
B

ar 	
A

ssociation. 	
M

r. 
W

alsh
, in

 a statem
en

t su
b

m
it- 

ted to the com
m

ittee, described 
M

r. 	
L

evi 	
as 	

"singularly w
ell 

q
u
alified

" to
 serv

e an
d
 as "a 

In
p
rso

n
 o

f th
e h

ig
h

est in
teg

rity
 

repute and independence.' 	
H

e 
also

 su
b
m

itted
 th

e rero
m

m
en

- 
dation of the A

.B
.A

.'s board of 
governors that M

r. L
evi be con- 

firm
ed as A

ttorney G
eneral. 

T
estim

ony from
 M

r. L
evi w

ill 
resu

m
e to

m
o
rro

w
, an

d
 rep

re- 
sentatives 	

of 	
several 	

other 
g

ro
u

p
s, in

clu
d

in
g

 so
m

e u
n

f a- 
o
v
rab

le to
 h

is n
o
m

in
atio

n
 ,are 

scheduled to appear. 	
• 

M
r.  L

evi, w
ho seem

ed at ease 
during the long ouestioning an- 
sw

ered
 in

 law
y
erlik

e fash
io

n
. 

T
h
at is, h

e w
as p

recise an
d
 

careful to dissect any am
bigui- 

ties, as w
ell as appearing care- 

fu
l to

 av
o
id

 g
en

eral co
m

m
it. 

m
erits. 
T

he subject pursued at great. 
est length by several com

m
ittee 

m
em

b
ers w

as th
at o

f G
o
v
ern

- 
rnent 	

surveillance 	
of 	

the 	
ci. 

tizenry. 
"TV

Tv 	
a
P

rie
ro

l 	
1

7
1

1
7

7
 	

;C
" 	

h
o
 L

aid," G
overnm

ent surveillanc 
is req

u
ired

 in
 co

n
n
ectio

n
 w

it 
certain areas. 

H
e listed

 th
ese as th

e d
eter 

tio
n
 o

f crim
e o

f cases w
h
er 

there w
as probably cause to be 

liev
e a crim

e w
as lik

ely
 to

 b
 

cor-m
itted; the collection of in 

form
ation during routine secur 

ity checks on personS
 appoint 

ed
 to

 h
ig

h
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

tal p
o
si 

ticn
s, an

d
 so

m
e "v

ery
 ,delicate 

fo
reig

n
 secu

rit m
atters" 

y 	
." 

H
e added that "I think w

e dl 
n
eed

 p
ro

tectio
n
 ag

ain
st u

n
d
u
 

use 	
of 	

G
overnm

ent 	
surveil 

 
lance," and said he w

ould w
ort 

w
ith the director of the F

edera 
B

ureau 	
of 	

Investigation 	
en< 

w
ith C

ongress to develop guid 
clines 	

as 	
safeguards 	

agains 
undue 	

G
overnm

ent 	
surveil 

lan
ce. H

e said
 h

e h
o
p
ed

 C
u
 

guidelines w
ould be m

ade pub 
i
i
,
 

J
 


