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By LINDA CHARLTON

Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Jan. 27—At-
torney General-designate Ed-
ward H. Levi said today he
believed that the death pen-
alty, if enforced and applied to
‘a limited category of offenses,
‘would be a deterrent, and that
its imposition ought to be left
to individual states,

The 63-year-old president of
the University of Chicago and
the former dean of its Law
School, during the first day of
hearings on his confirmation
by the Senate Judiciary -Com-
mittee stressed that the death
penalty must be “quickly en-
iforced and acceptable to the
{community.” But he said, “My
belief is that the death penalty,
if it is enforced, in a limited
area, is a deterrent.”

In response to a follow-up

question from Senator James
Abourezk, a South Dakota
Democrat, Mr. Levi tentatively
suggested that ' the ' penalty
might be applied for skyjack-
ing, murder of police officers
under “certain circumstances”
or murder in penitentiaries by
persons already sentenced for
crimes for which the death
penalty might be appropriate.

He emphasized that he be-
lieved the list of eligible crimes
should be “very limited.” Capi-
tal punishment, as then prac-
ticed was outlawed by the Su-
preme Court in 1972; new laws
enacted by some states are now
being challenged in the courts.

During a day of questioning,
Mr. Levi also responded to
questions in the following
areas: :

QHe said that he could not

say whether he was a Republi-!

can or a Democrat, since he did
not vote in either party’s pri-
maries, although he does vote
in general elections.

9He s-id said that a 1954 re-
search project in which he was
engaged that involved bugging
jury rooms in half a dozen civil
cases “was a mistake.”

QHe made an absolute com-
mitment to protect the indepen-
4dence the Watergate special
prosecutor, but said he did not
see the need to.“create special
prosecutors all over the place”
for other special areas of inves-
tigation, - ? '

QHe said he would  resist
pressure, from Congress or
from the White House, to take
a particular action unless he
felt it justified, saying, “I'm
going to call them as I see
them. I don’t really care where

the call comes from.”
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