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InF und-Raising Case

By Timothy S. Robinson
Washington Post Staff Writer

Former White House aide
Jack A. Gleason was placed on
one month of unsupervised
probation yesterday for his
role in an illegal fund-raising
operation organized by the
Nixon White House in 1970.

Gleason had pleadec guilty
on Nov. 15 to aiding and abet-
ting- that operation, which
raised and distributed money
for congressional elections but
was illegal because it was not
organized with a chairman
and @ treasurer, as required
by the Federal Corrupt Prac-
tices Act.

Gleason’s attorney, Arthur
Cantor, said before the sen-
tencing by U.S. District Court
Chief Judge George L. Hart
Jr. that Gleason had been ad-
vised by his superiors in the
White House and others that
the operation was legal.

‘Gleason “took his orders
from others . .. (who were)
senjor members of the White
House staff,” Cantor told the
judge.

Gleason, a former profes-
sional fund-raiser from New
York, was detached to the pro-
ject from the staff of then-
White House political adviser
Harry Dent to implement the
program and designate the
congressional campaign com-
mittees. that were to get the
money, . according to charges
in the case.

Dent has pleaded guilty toa
similar charge of aiding and
abetting the 1970 fund-raising
operation and has already
ended his term of one month
'of unsupervised probation.

Herbert w. Kalmbach, for-
mer President Nixon’s former
personal attorney and fund-
raiser, pleaded guilty a year
ago to charges growing out of
the same fund-raising opera-
tion.

Kalmbach, who has been re. .
leased from prison after serv-|"
ing about six months, has tes-|;

tified that he was enlisted for
the fund-raising drive by for-
mer  White House chief of
staff H. R. (Bob) Haldeman.
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to carry out their program,”
and was a “victim more than a
perpetrator” of the operation.
Cantor also added that Glea-
son “has no intention of ‘be.-
coming involved” in fupd-rais-

ing again. '

Gleason told the judge in a
brief statement that “I regret
my action . . . I was at:no
point aware I was violating
the law.” He answered “ves”
when the judge asked him if
lawyers had advised him’ af
the time that the fund was a
legal campaign fund.

The fund-raising activity,
which came to be known. as
“Operation Townhou ge”
raised more than $3 million
that was funneled, at White
House direction, into 1970 con-
gressional races. It operated
in a backroom office in ﬁgle
basement: of a townhouse*fat
1310 19th St. NW, and proseeu-
tors have said that Gleafon
was “essentially the admifis-

trator” of the fund. v

Cantor said yesterday that!,
Gleason was “used by others '



