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Saxby, who was appomted
attorney general by Mr. Nix-
on, said Nixon advisers
urged him. at one point to
provide Justlce Department
lawyers for Mr. leons de-
fense.

He said the aides urged
him to undertake *‘the ac-
tive defense of the Prem—
dent.” \

Saxbe sa;d he rejected
that idea’ and set out to
change: the \procedure by
which - some |junior Justice
Department lawyets Had
been loaned 'to the White
House to help with Mr. le-
on’s defense. 3 3

- “I never felt' the person-
nel should come from the
Justice. Depa:rtment and
gradually we phased“,itr:‘

and thoroughly of the belief
that Mr. Nixon was being

martyred. that he wasn’t
guilty -of those things
charged,” Saxbe said: “I'm
sure he was telling them al-
most day by day that ¢‘this

¢ is'a terrible thing thad: is

happening to me, that it's
destroying the pres1dency e
~Saxbe said he was told ““to
convey this message to Ja-
worski and . . . putastopto
this type of activity.”
Asked his response to the
White House entreaties,
Saxbe replied, “On some of
the (expressions of) outrage,

. I would say ‘Well, I'll Took

into it.’ I did and Ifelt that
the pro J,cutor was justified.:
On some' of the other things
that required a more active
measure, I just told them I
wasn’t going to do it.”
*Asked if the pressure fo-
cused on Mr. Nixon’s ulti-
mately futile effort to with-
hold the White House tapes,
Saxbe replied: ‘“Not neces-
sarily.” But he said most of
the complaints turned on
Mr. Nixon’s claim of execi-
tive privilege. i




