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Ziegler Abhors .  

Nixon Treatment 
By Kenneth Reich and Howard Seelye 

Leis .4ngeles Times 

San Clemente 

Declaring that he is "fed 
up with Richard Nixon tak-
ing it in the ear," Ronald 
Ziegler, in a two-hour inter-
view here, as decried what 
he termed he "vindictive-
ness of so e in Congress 
and some i the Ford White 
House" to ard the former 
President. so I A 

"I feel very strongly that 
what is happening to this 
man today — despite Water-
gate — •is not right," de-
clared Ziegler in the first 
lengthy on-the-record inter-
view he has given since Mr. 
Nixon resigned August 9. 

T h e 35-year-old former 
White House press secre-
tary, who is about to depart 
his post as Mr. Nixon's chief 
of staff at his San Clemente 
estate, characterized a s 
"absurd" White House state-
ments last week about bill-
ing Mr. Nixon $8400 for the 
portion of his flight to Cali-
fornia in Air Force One that 
elapsed after the hour his 
resignation from the presi-
dency had taken effect. 

And he said he is "ap-
palled" that White House 
aides and other membersof 
t h e federal bureaucracy 
have been 'refusing to for- 
ward Mr. Nixon's mail and 
such personal property as 
political memorabilia' and 
high school papers despite 
five months of efforts to re-
trieve them. 

Beyond this. the withhold-
ing of the former Presi-
dent's personal papers rais-
es serious Constitutional 
questions, Ziegler said, add-
ing that "what is happening 
to Richard Nixon as a hu-
man being"' as a result of 
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the treatment he getting 
is "very serious." 

The fact that 	as stir- 
ved "this period to me is re-
;arkable," Ziegler said. 

"What severity of penalty 
does this society want from 
a lea*? You know, he re-
signed,  in disgrace. He is 
certainly a beaten man . . . 

"If society wants to put 
him.in a „cell, there is a cell 
out there (at the estate)," 
Ziegler added in the Frida 
afternoon interview 	the 
San Clemente Inn. to .1 A Ai 

"Have you seen the size of 
his office? What more is 
wanted?" 

The White House refused 
Saturday to comment on 
Ziegler's remarks. 

Ziegler also discussed his 
own plans for a nationwide 
speaking tour at colleges, 
universities. and before busi-
ness groups beginning the 
latter part of February. He 
is signed up with W. Colston 
Leigh, Inc. of New York, one 
of the country's largest lec-
ture firms. 

A W tai  - w York source re-
poste s 
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 e at Ziegler's speak-

ing feelvill be $2500 an ap= 
pearance.: 

"Describing.  himself as en-
tering a "recycling period," 
during which time he will 
visit San Clemente frequent-
y to "be 'a friend ,to 'this 
man (Mr. Nixon), or help 
him in any way,  I can," Zie-
gler said that he plans to 
speak very frankly of his ex-
periences "as a young man 
who became involved in gov-
ernments- Was close to great 
power and was involved 
with a man who resigned." 

He said he will welcome 
audience questions, particu-
larly student questions, at 
every stop "because I want 
to know what people have on 
their minds, what they feel. 
about Richard Nixon, what 
they think of me, what they 
think about his administra-
tion." 

The thrust of Ziegler's re-
marks, however, went main-
y to the conditons of what 
he freely termed' Mr. Nix-
on's "exile" in San Clem- 
ente. 	 I. 

"It's the first American  

political exile 	s el f- 
imposed, certainly self-
imposed, but certainly ex-
ile," the• former press secre-
tary said. "You only have to 
be here to sense it is exile -
the abandonment by friends, 
the isolation, the vindictive- 
ness of some in Washington, 
including some in Congress 
and some in the Ford White 
House." 

Ziegler pointedly exempt-
ed one of President Ford's 
aides, former Ccoggressman 
John Marsh, from-criticism, 
saying Marsh and an un-
named assistant had been 
"extremely cooperative" in 
trying to work out Mr. Nix- 1  
on's problems with property 
that is being stored at the 
White House. 

But he accused "many" 
White House aides of not 
being cooperative, and he 
said members of the federal 
bureaucracy who "fell over 
themselves" installing all 
sorts of equipment and con-
veniences at San Clemente 
when Mr. Nixon was Presi-
dent are now "unbelieva- 
bly" eager to proceed with 
dismantling everything. 

Ziegler said he did not be-
lieve that President Ford 
knows the way Mr. Nikon is 
being "mistreated." He said 
Mr. Ford, who was reported 
to have called to wish Mr. 
Nixon a happy 62nd birthday 
last week, had probably tele-
phoned Mr. Nixon altogether 
only three times since his 
resignation. 

Ziegler appeared particu-
larly angry at the attitude of 
Ron Nessen, the present 
White House press secre-
tary. It was Nessen who Fri-
day had declared that $8400 
would be billed to Mr. Nix-
on's transition budget for 
the flight in Air Force One 
to California from a point 
near Jefferson City, Mo., 
where the hour struck that 
marked the effectiveness of 
the resignation. Otis P 

1" ) 
"Far a nyt*Cly in the White 

!House to say' that Richard 
Nixon should pay for his 
flight from. Jefferson City, 
Mo., to San Clemente, Calif., 
it's absurd," Ziegler said. 
"It would seem to me that 
any rational mind would 
say, 'Well, of course not.' 
Yet, it is suggested. It is un-
believable!" 

"He was President when 
he left Washington. What 
was he going to do — alight  

in Jefferson City, Mo., and 
make his way out here by 
'train?" 

As for suggestions ema-
nating in Washington that 
Mr. Nixon had overspent his 
transitional budget, Ziegler 
said that for months the for-
mer President and his staff 
didn't know what the budget 
.was, because it hadn't been 
set yet, and they were going 
by past — and as it turned 
out — more generous, exam- 

Now,, h e complained. 
White House spokesmen are 
listing staff expendittires 
that in fact relate to federal 

agents who are at San Clem-
ente to dismantle and cart 
away government equip-
ment there. 

"You ( don't even get your 
mail," Ziegler added, saying 
that among the mail not for-
warded. from the :White 
House iwas his. own `Carte 
Blanche membership bill. 

Not having received the 
bill, Ziegler said, he had not 
paid it and he said 'he had 
b een badly embarrassed 
when' he proffered the card 
for payment in a business 
establishment and was sud-
denly notified it had been 
canceled. 

Saying that Mr. Nixon has • 
incurred large legal costs 
a result of having his law-
yers negotiate with t h e 
White House, Zieeer re-
marked, "Richard Nixon 
has to pay lawyers in order 
to get his mail sent out." 

Th e former President 
"knows he can't allow such 
treatment to get to him," 
Ziegler said. 

"But this process is -get-
ting to me," he declared, 
"not in a bitter way, but 
just that it's not right," 

The former press secre-
tary also expressed particu-
lar, annoyance with legisla-
tion adopted by Congress 
and signed by President 
Ford that deprives Mr. Nix-
o n of papers and tape 
recordings h e collected 
while serving as President. 

"Read the legislation," he 
suggested to his interview-,  
ers. "Just read that legisla-
tion. Consider the preced-.. 
ents that could be set for our 
democracy, what they are.' 
doing t o the executive' 
branch. . 

'My point comes to this: 
If the private notes of Rich- 

ard Nixon's conversations 
with Mao. Tse-tung or his 
notes to world, leaders, if 
they should be made public, 
then Senator (Sam) Ervin's 
conversations with (Water-
gate comniittee attorney) 
Sam Dash and the private 

discussions of Senator (Low-
ell) Weicker with his staff 
should be made public too." 

What is essentially in-
volved, Ziegler asserted, "is 
not Watergate-related stuff 
"It's his personal property, 
and he's been trying for five  

months to get it. - 
In the interview, Ziegler' 

did not go extensively into 
questions of Mr. Nixon's 
health. He indicated'he be-
lieves the former President,: 
is "Sloily recovering" from  

phlebitis "attac.ss and an op-
eration. 

Ziegler. who arrived for 
the interview on a motorcy-
cle, looked fit. His hair is 
long enough to have devel-, 
oped a few curls. 


