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Véatergate ;

Jury Ends
Its Ordeal -

Washington

The decision was tucked
inside a large brown. enve-
lope as the 12 jurors walked
into Judge John J. Sirica’s
courtroom yesterday aftel
noon.

But traces of that decision
~— four men guilty and one
not ‘guilty in the historic
Watergate coverup case —
were on their solemn faces,
too. - ;

The jury foreman, John'A.
Hoffar, 57, ashen-faced on
ordinary days, carried. the
envelope and gave it to'a
court clerk.

As‘he sat he looked partic- |

ularly pale.

Those who have watched *

him in the three months of
the;, trial, noted only one
small difference: he seemed
to rock a bit in his chair and
it seemed, for an instant,
that he might smile and
break the mood along ‘the
two rows of faces.

The court clerk, Janies
Capitanio, began,to read the
contents of the envelope and

Bdck Page Col. 1
From-Page 1

the 'word “guilty” was
snapggd off 14 times and
“not guilty” only twice.

And then the jurors were
thanked by the judge, re-
quested — but not ordered
— not to discuss what had
gone on in the jury Toom
and dismissed.

Accompanied by US ;
marshals, the jurors went
by chartered bus back to the
Sheraton-Park Hotel where
they have stayed for the
past three weeks, ran
gauntlet of recporters'?"
cameramen and said .no- -
thing. B

Once again, only Hoffar
gave any sign, and that was

-

shals said they would be es-
corted home. - ,

Since October 1ii the nine
women and three men had
lived the oddly divided Tife
of watching one of the.na-
tion’s major trials du
the day, then retre
each night into a i ﬁly
guarded hotel, shut off fgpm‘
their normal world.

And when their vera
were finally given, the
were cautioned by Siricd to
keep silent. j‘“‘?

“There very well mag.oe
many people who would like
to hear your Views ‘onl the
case. 1 urge you stromgly
and advise you not to speak
to anyone,” the ]udge said,
saying that his advice ‘con-

cerned discussions he
side the jury room.

“Of course,” he adﬁed “1
camnot keep you fr 'ﬁalk-
ing.”

Besides Hoffar the jurors”

were Sandra V. Young, 28, a
pharmacists’ assistant;
Dock Reid, 60, a hotel door-
man; Ruth C. Gould, 57, a
loan specialist with the De-
partment of Agriculture;
Vanetta N. Metoyer, 49, a
waitress in a dime store
lunch counter; Marjorie M.
Milbourn, 55, aretired inter-

 national relations officer for
. the Agency of International

Development; Jane N.
Ryon, 63, a retired Justice
Department secretary; Roy
V. Carter, 27, chief supply

* clerk for George Washmgton

. University; Anita E.

to indicate, with a shake.of - -

his head and a palms-up
gesture that there was noth-
ing he could do or saya’
They canceled their eve-
ning dinner and “the mar-

1g,
57, a matron with the Wash-
ington city schools; Thelma
L. Wells, 68, awidow; Helen
D. Pratt, 63, a retired em-
bassy maid, and Gladys E.
Carter 40, an office ma-
chine operator ata Washing-
ton hospital.

They originally were tak-
en each night to the mid-
Town Motor Inn, whereran
entire floor of $22-a-day
rooms had been blocked,&off
for them.

Then three weeks ago they
were moved to the seventh
floor of the Sheraton-Park,
where a wing with about 14
rooms and a suite for meet-
ings was set aside.

rors felt ‘rushed*wh'éﬁ Sirica
pressed-to have them begin
deliberations the weekend

after Christmas. At least
once before the ‘independ-
ent-minded jury objected to
attempts by Sirica to speed :
the trial by holding court on -
weekends. ‘

Penciled notes from Hof-
far kept the judge informed
of the jury’s schedule, even
setting out their planned
hours of deliberation a day
in advance.

A tipoff that a verdict was
near on Wednesday came
when Hoffar informed Sirica
that the jury would deliber-
ate an hour longer instead of
breaking for lunch as usual
at 12:30 p.m.

Racially the jurors broke
down into-four whites and
eight blacks. They were chox
sen from voter reglstlatlon
lists in a city 70 per cent
black.

Defense and prosecution
lawyers expressed: surprise

.that Hoffar, 57, the only
~white male on the panel

was chosen;its

While the jurors deliberat-
ed Sirica ordered spartan
living conditions, d e ny: Q‘n g
them the two ale
drinks previously perxmtfte@
before meals.

Television, newspéper, ra-
dio and telephone privileges

© were suspended.

Only four. of the jurors
stayed up long enough Tues-

‘day night to celebrate the

New Year quietly in a small
lounge on the hotel floor
where they 'have been
housed.

Two of the jurors, Hoffar
and Mrs. Wells, -are regis-
tered- Republicans. Mrs.
Wells, thrice widowed, is re-
portedlv a \devot‘ed behever
in astrology.
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Courtroom drawing of clerk James Capitanio (right) reading the verdict



