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T
he .guilty verdict handed 

dow
n in' the W

atergate cov. 
eru

p
 trial ag

ain
st fo

u
r o

f 
P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n

's clo
sest 

aides appeared to com
e as 

no surprise 'to the law
m

ak-
ers w

h
o
 h

ad
 ex

p
lo

red
 th

e 
W

atergate case them
selves. 

T
hose w

ho served on the 
S

enate 'W
atergate com

m
it-

tee and the H
ouse Judiciary 

C
onim

ittee generally echoed 
S

am
 J. E

rvin ,Jr., the now
-

retired chairm
an of the S

en-
ate com

m
ittee, w

ho said the 
evidence w

as "overw
helm

- 
ing 	

T
 don't think th

e ju
ry

 
. could . have done anything 
else." 

In:. V
ail, C

olo.; reporters 
w

ere told an hour and a half 
,after the verdict had been  

announced t ha t P
resident 

F
ord, w

ho w
as vacationing 

there, w
ould have no com

-
m

ent. 

W
h
en

 ask
ed

 w
h
y
 it h

ad
 

taken so long for the state-
m

ent, R
on N

essen, the W
hite 

H
ouse press secretary, said 

that the P
resident had been 

taking a show
er. 

L
ik

e m
an

y
 N

ew
 Y

ear's 
D

ay
 sp

o
rts en

th
u

siasts 
P

resident F
ord learned of 

the verdict W
hen the football 

gam
e he w

as w
atching on 

television w
as interrupted 

for the new
s. 

M
any leading figures in 

the W
atergate 

C
S

R
P

 

not be reached on the after :- 
noon of the holiday. 

M
any others declined to 

com
m

ent, including fornier 
A

ttorney G
eneral R

ichard 

K
lein

d
ien

st; L
. P

atrick
 

:.:G
ray, the form

er actingFB
I 

D
irector; C

harles A
: W

right, 
a form

er counsel to the N
ix-

on W
hite H

ouse; A
rchibald 

C
ox, the special W

atergate 
P

ro
secu

to
r w

h
o

 w
as d

is-
tnisied by M

r. N
ixon, and 

his successor, L
eon Jaw

or-
sid. 

F
rom

 his N
orth C

arolina 
-hom

e, E
rvin, before w

hose 
. com

m
ittee the leading play-

ers in the W
atergate dram

a 
first testified in public, said 
h
e h

ad
 ex

p
ected

 th
e ju

ry
 

to reach an early verdict. 
"T

hey've been living w
ith 

this for 13 w
eeks," he said. 

".7.1u verdict w
as required. 

by . the testim
ony." 

S
everal legislators praised 

the jury for careful delibera-
tions in acquitting one de-
fendant, K

enneth W
. Parkin- 

son, w
hile finding the four 

others guilty. 

M
em

bers of both m
ajor 

political parties joinedin ap-
plauding the' verdicts 'as an 
indication' that "the syStem

". 
'of A

m
erican justice is w

ork- 
ing. 	

. 

A
 few

, such as R
epublican 

S
enators H

ow
ard H

. B
aker 

Jr. of T
ennessee and L

ow
-

ell .P
. W

eicker Jr. of C
on-

necticut, saw
 the outcom

e 
differently. 

Saying that he felt sad for 
the m

en
.  and their fam

ilies, 
B

aker expressed hope that 
"th

is m
o

v
es u

s clo
ser to

 

ter in A
m

erican political his-
tory." 

W
eick

er, o
 n

 th
e o

th
er 

hand, w
arned that the ver-

d
ict is "n

o
t a p

an
acea fo

r  

the repeated tram
pling of 

C
onstitutional dem

ocracy." 
H

e added that the trial "has 
only obscured the flouting of 
dem

ocratic processes by spy 
shops and lave enforcem

ent 
agencies." 	

_ 
B

oth he and .R
epresenta-

liv
e
 B

e
lla

 S
.,  A

b
z
u
g
 

(D
em

-N
.Y

.) took the oppor-
tunity to call:for' further in-
vestigations of governm

ent 
intelligence*operations. 

R
epresentative-  D

avid W
. 

D
ennis (R

ep-Ind. ) „ the m
em

-
ber of the H

ouse Judiciary 
C

om
m

ittee w
ho cried last • 

A
ugust w

hen President N
ix-

on released theIape-record-.  
ing im

plicating him
self in 

t h e coverup,. ,com
m

ented, 
"I'm

 inclined' to T
hink the 

system
 is w

orking m
uch the 

w
ay it W

as 'supposed to. I 
never held any particular 
brief for the:Se individuals." 


