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The Pattern of 
Watergate Cases 

Washington 
ii. 
	more than 60 indi- 

viduals an d corporations 
have been convicted or have 
pleaded guilty to criminal 
charges growing out of the 
Watergate scandals, only a 
handful have gone on trial. 

The legal pattern was set 
twn years ago, on Jan. 10, 
1973, when E. Howard Hunt 
Jr.., a defendant in the origi-
nal bugging and break-in 
case, pleaded guilty before 
JUdge John Silica of the 
U.S. District Court here. 

our of his co-defendants 
to a similar course, and 

two — G. Gordon Liddy 
and James W. McCord Jr. — 
reMained to be found guilty 
bytthe jurors on Jan. 30. 

Since- then, practically all 
of g the Watergate figures 
ham chosen to plead guilty 
b0for e judges, sometimes 
without a grand jury indict-
ment against them. 

tirosecutors would simply 
file the ,equivalent, an infor-, mation, with the plea. 

e parade of Nixon cam-
workers and White 

Heise ''officials began on ,,, 
Jude 27, 1973, when Freder-
ic ' Larue, an assistant to 
f ' mer Attorney General 
John Mitchell, who headed 
t Ire re-election campaign, 
pleaded guilty of conspiracy 
to:obstruct justice. 

Larue, a Mississippi oil-
man who became an impor-
tant witness for the prosecu-
tion, is awaiting sentencing. 
BUt many of the most prom-
inent Watergate figures are 
already serving prison 
terns. 

v 
Jfeb Magruder, former 

deputy director of the Corn-
trattee for the Re-election of 
thej President, w a s sen-
tetced last May 21 to a term 
ot,ten months to four years 
for' conspiracy to obstruct 
juitice and defraud the Unit- 

ates. 
hn W. Dean III, former 

co sel to President Nixon, 
wig sentenced last August 2 

toNserve from one to four 
y s,,, and Charles Colson, 
fo er special counsel to 
the? President, received a 
one-year to three-year term. 

Richard Kleindienst, who 
succeeded Mitchell as attor-
ney general, pleaded guilty 
last March 16 to a misde- 

meanor charge for vvithhold-
ing information in an ap-
pearance before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. H e 
got a one - month suspended 
sentence. 

In one of the few cases to 
reach a jury between the 
original break - in trial two 
years ago and the climactic 
proceeding that ended yes-
terday, Ehrlichman was con-
victed last July 12 of a civil 
rights conspiracy and other 
charges in a September, 
1971, burglary of the office 
of Daniel Ellsberg's psychia-
trist 

Ehrlichman was sentenced 
to serve 20 months to five 
years in prison in that case. 

Others who chose jury 
trials and were found guilty 
b y the panels included 
Dwight Chapin, the former 
White House appointments 
secretary, and Ed Reinecke, 
the former lieutenant gover-
nor of California. 

Reinecke received a sus-
pended sentence. 

A few who took their cases 
to a jury were acquitted. 

Mitchell and  Maurice 
StariS`, the former secretary 
of commerce, were found 
not guilty in New York of 
charges based on a $100,000 
payment from Robert Vesco, 
the fugitive financier. 

The most recent report by 
the Watergate special prose-
cutor- shows convictions of 35 
indiViduals and 14 corpora-
tions. It does not include,  
however, yesterday's con-
victions, cases, made before 
the special prosecutor was 
established, a few recent 
proceedings, a few trials in 
state courts, and Watergate 
matters not handled by the 
special prosecutor. 
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