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Nixon Holdovers
On the Way Out

NDER THE influence of the White

House chief of staff, Donald Rums-
feld, a distinctly Ford Administration is
now taking shape. New appointments.are
being made, and they represent clear im-
brovements over the Nixon holdovers.

But it remains a question whether the
Ford - Administration ig going to be good
enough and quick enough .and  well-
integrated enough to arrest the awful eco-
nomic slide now in progress.

Probably the most mmportant sign of
what is happening is the President’s selec.
tion of hig first new cabinet member, Ed-
ward Levi, president of the University of
Chicago, has emerged as Mr. Ford’s
choice to replace William Saxbe ag Attor-
ney General.

Levi is a law professor of distinction
remarkable for his grace of expression
and his duly modest sense of the role the
judicial system plays in American life, He
would be, moreover, the firgt trlzy nolpo-
litical Attorney General in decad S.

* ok %k

RECISELY because he is an academic

without political standing, word of his
prospective appointment drew fire from
Republicans and the crusty Democratg
Who run the Senate Judiciary Committee,
Rumsfeld, who hails from Chicago and
knows Levi, stood firm for the appoint-
ment. Now it looks like it is going through,
and it will add luster to the administra-
tion as well as a sadly tarnished Justice
Department.

Another step away from the Nixon leg-
acy is the resignation of Roy Ash as direc-
tor of the Office of Management and
Budget. Ash wag slightly less hawkish on
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inflation than Treasury Secretary William
Simon and Alan Greenepan, the chairman
of the Council of Economic Advisers,

But not much, He certainly played a
leading part in causing the administration
to concentrate tgo long and too hard on
inflation while the avalanche of recession
Wwas making up,

His apparent replacement is James
Lynn, the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development,. Lynn, another Rumsgfeld
buddy, is a bright Harvard lawyer known
for his survivability. He hag been liked by
almost everybody in both the Nixon and
Ford Administrations. If nothing else, that
suggests a flexibility which is one of the
qualities required to deal with present
economic difficulties.

* ok %

A FURTHER SIGN of the Rumsfeld in-
fluence is a new organizationg] chart
setting out the division of responsibilities
in the White House. It establishes lines of
authority with g clarity rare in White
House operationg though much in keeping
with Rumsfeld’s open approach, It is nota-
ble that cne key responsibility — person-
nel — has been turned over to William
Walker, another clgge Rumsfeld associate.
Unfortunately, the new set-up perpetu-
ates a division of Tesponsibility which wag
established out of mistryst for the bu.
Téaucracy by the Nixon Administration.
The domestic council, which was essen-
tially a watchdog on the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, remains,
+ So while the administration is chang-
ing, and changing for the better, it is still
hard to see the powerfu] figure who could
pull things together in a major effort to
turn around the recession.




