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The Supreme Court ruled
yesterday that the Constitu-
tion gave American presi-
defhts virtually unlimited
power  to' attach conditions
‘when they grant pardons or
conimute sentences

On ‘a 6-to-3 vote, the court
npheld President Eisenhow-
er’s decision to sparé the life
of-a convicted murderer on
condition. that he never. be
paroled. .

The decision means that
Maurice L. Schick, a former
Army - sergeant who has
been ]alled since 1954 for
kllhn,g an . 8-year-old girl,
will ‘remain in federal prison
for the rest of his natural
life.

‘The ruling also appeaxed
to doom former Teamsters
president James R. Hoffa’s
challenge to.the condition
imposed by President Nixon
when he granted Hoffa exec-
utiv clermency three years
ago o~

Mr ‘Nxxon commuted Hof-
fa’s -13-year sentence. ; for
_ Jjury tampermg and mail

fraud to five years, making
him “eligible for immediate
parole. But, as a condition of
his release, the one-time
union chief was barredfrom
engaging in Teamster activi-
ties until 1980

Hoffa Wants  to be free
from that  restriction so he

can seek the union’s presi-.

dency in 1976, He has
argued, in a case now pend-
ing in the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals here, that the ban was
unconsiitutional and resulted
from. a conspiracy among
White. House officials and
Frank E. Fitzsimmons, the
present Teamsters presi-
dent, to protect Fitzsim-
mons’ job.

The majority opinion,

‘written by Chlef Justice

Warren E. Burger, was so
sweeping that it appeared to
bear on both the Hoffa and
Schlck cases

“This court has long read
the Constitution as authoriz-

' high

President, to deal
with ‘individual - “cases:: by
glan’cmg conditional - par-
dons,” said Burger, él‘tmg
an. 1855 case in whlch%

rt upheld a condl-
tional “‘commutation. ““The
very essence of the pardon-

~ing power is to treat each

. case 1nd1v1dua11y ”

Burger rejected fhe eon-.
tentions of Schick’s lawyers
that the condition imposed
on him was unconstitution-
al because Congress; in writ-
ing the Uniform Code of Mil*

.itary Justice, never author-
ized military courts to withe :

hold ‘parole from a convuted

murderer.
When Schick, then sta- |
tioned . in Japan, was'

court-martialed and sen-

tenced, the Uniform Code.

provided only two punish
ments for murder: death or.

life. imprisonment with theﬁ
pos,$1b1hty of parole after 15

- years.

B&t Burger- said,
den;s throughout our history

“Presm- ¢

il

/

-~ have exercised the pow- .
er to pardon or commute ‘
sentences upon conchtlons :

that are not specifically au-~
thorized by statute . . . The
power flows from the Consu-
tution alone, not from any.,
legislative enactments, and!
.+ .1t cannot be modified,,

abndged or diminished by
Congl;ess ” i

In,a dissent JOlned by Jus:.
tices. William 0. Douglas

‘and;William J. Brennan Jrs

Justice Thurgood Marehall"
.. Mr.  FEisenhower

usurp d the function of Con-
gr 'Mz oy lmposmg a sen-
ténce unauthorized by law..
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