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Haldeman’s Lawyer Assérts
Witness ‘Sowed the Seeds’
gtz Watergate Affalr‘

R. Ha”[deman s, ch1ef defénse
lawyer told the jury at the
Watergate cover-up trial today

ness, John W. Dean 3d, was a
“mastqrmmd of' chicahery” and
a perjurer.

The'lawyer, John J. Wilson,
told the jurors in closing argu-
ment not tq believe the testi-
mony that Mr., Dean, once the
White House counsel to Presi-

Mr. Haldeman, once Mr. Nixon’s
chief of staff.

Mr.
could . have cut the Watergate
affair, off, but that instead he
“stlrred up this whole thing”
and was ‘‘the one who sowed
the seeds and helped it grow.”

Sees.Charges Proved

Earlier today, the chief pros-|
ecutor in “the case, James F.
Neal, completed his summation,
telling the jurors that the Gov-
ernment had - its
pledge” to proye each of the
charges against the five de-
fendants in the case.

Mr., Neal said that each de-
fendant “blamed John Dean’—
and that m“ymg to discredit Mr.
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Dean was in fact part of the
cover-up. '

He said that Mr. Haldeman
in particular, when he was tes-
tifying before the Semiate
Watergate committee- in 1973
had “he job up there at ‘the
Senate” of trying to discredit
Mr. Dean. -

Mr. Neal said that Mr. Halde-
man and others wanted to dis-
credit Mr. Dean because the
latter was telling the truth. He
said that Mr. Haldeman and
the others had considered him
“good John Dean” for most of
the months of the cover-up, be-

cause he was “doing their dlrty
work” in containing the scandal.

But Mr. Dean began to co-
operate with the _prosecutors in
April, 1973.

““Suddenly,” Mr. i said,
“good John Dean: beconf  mean
John Dean.”:

He reminded the jurors that

dent Nixon, had given against|

that the prosecution’s chief wit-| -

He told the jurors, too, that :

Dean was the one who ihand;contended that the Gov-

-Imake remarks in such’ conver-

R

|the coversup begins to crum-
_|develop lines and scenarios.”
\|spiratorial conversations ‘have

;ihappened in the hallowed. halls

}|United States,

:|nedy.

‘|was drafting his second inaugu-

.|malice
; charlty for all,” with. tapes
‘|you’ve heard in ‘this courtroom
:|—or Roosevelt saying “we have
‘|nothing to fear but fear-itself”
|— with the statement,
them an hors d’oeuvre and

‘|for the main dish?”

|tapes, had taken
|of context” and presented them
.[to the jury “with the aura that
‘{the have a conspiratorial sta-

'should consider the tapes in-

‘the dining room and dls, 'SSes

-ithat he would like to ghoot
-jsomeone. And of course, he
-jadded, "he had not really in-

‘|aboutgreat Pré%

‘|be. happy ;‘about havm

they had, heard the voices of
three of the defendants—Mr.
Haldeman, John D. Ehrlicht
Mr. Nixon’s chief domej‘tlc af-
fairs adviser, and former At-
torney General John N. Mit-
chell, on the tapes.
“You've heard them talk as

ble,” he -said. “You've heard
them scrampble for position and

“Members of the jury,” he
went on, “tragically these con-

of the White House of" the
where once
strode such giants as Jefferson,
Jackson, Lincoln, the ‘two
Roosevelts, Eisenhower, Ken—

“Can you compare the Whlte
House, perhaps when Jefferson

ral, or Lincoln .writing .ﬂ“with
towards none, “and

“Give|
maybe they won’t come-back

‘Out of Context’

Mr.” Wilson, on the ‘other

ernment,". in presentmg the
‘sections out

tus.”
He told the jurors that they

stead in view of their own per-
sonal -experiences of dealing
with a, family problem by sit- |
ting a,round the dmmg table
and dxscussmg it.
“Wehaye a brother, We have
a sister, a husband who’s. in
trouble,” said Mr,. Wllson, who
is 735 \takmg on the agr and
tone of a wise and undegstand-
ing counselor.

“The’family gathers @

the posmblhtnes—are we ' going
to get'a lawyer? What are the
defens 27

Wilson paused and Iooked
at the Jurors, seated in the, Jury
box about 10 feet from " his|"
lectern:

“I'm not talking foohshness .
he told them. “This is just hu-
man nature.”

Sometimes, he said, people’

sations  that they don’t really
mean. He chuckled, and said
that he himself mlght have re-
marked in a moment ofzanger

tendedsto shoot the person.
Mr. "Wilson " referred to- Mr.
Neal’s statementithis morning

nts fo’ the

’out casti} g i
f our decge se,

e said, “they w

past.
“Wi

" said. .

uldrly” Mr. Nixon’s conversa-
ion with Mr. Dean and Mr.
Haldeman on March 21, 1973,
ab‘out payments to the Water-
gate burglars, were simply at-
tempts “in a semi-family way”
to discuss problems and explore
possible answers.

’I‘he, March 21 conversation
included a substantial segment
about.a demand for money by
one fthe burglars, E. Howard
Hunt' Jr, During the talk, Mr.
Nixon discussed paying the
burglars and giving them clem-
ency.. Mr. Nixon has always
said };e was just discussing op-
tions and alternatives.

M sWilson gave the jury a
51m11ar explanation. He mnoted
that Mr. Nixon had never given
clemency.

“Is it a sin to talk about it?’
he asked. “Is it always going

to end up the bottom line of| "

criminality if it's explored?”

The March 21 conversation
has been one of the most cru-
cialjelements in the Watergate
affair, both in the public debate
begining in the summer of
1973, when Mr. Dean described
it aty the Senate Watergate
hearings, and also, as the tapes
playe at the trial have shown,
in the private meetings and
discussions at the White House |+
as the cover-up began to
crumble.

SListen to the Tape’

Accordmg to several tapes
played ‘to the jury, Mr. Nixon
and ‘Mr. Haldeman expressed
tepeated concern about the
March: 21 conversation begin-
ning ifi"mid-April of that year,
when¥'they learned that Mr,
Dean ‘had begun to cooperate
with the prosecution.

This 'morning Mr. Neal, spent
some frme on the Match 217dis- |-
cussion;’ destribing®it thus:

“THe ‘President of the United
Statés’'then — sitting in the
Oval ‘office—then starts to dis-
'How the money can be

paid

“Listén to the tape,” he told
the jury in a part shout, part|M
plea. ' ¥Members of the jury,
listen : 1?6 the tape.”

“Ten or 12 times the Presi-
dent of the United States sug-
gestediin the Oval Office, they
better :meet Hunt’s demands
[in order] to buy time,” he

“ThezPre.adent of the United
States suggested not once, not
twn:e9 t three times, not five
tlmes?. as many as 10 times,
. better pay Hunt, to

have time to consxder thelr op-

: That 'many of the conver-
§ recorded on the White|{igng. » """ j
taping system, partic-| Tppoyohout the trial the

prosecut1on
have battled over whether the!
defendants believed that the
money paid to the Wateroate
;|burglars was
paid for the buxg ars’ ‘silence,
or merely
gesture,”
men pay their
and support their families.

they would have to def
the money was paid

for
though, he asked, why .
been delivered to the’
in the secretive way it was—
“Why code names?” he asked.
“Why, calls from phone, boo'ths?
Why was it delivered in such
a way as to prevent“the don-
,lors
recipients?”

and the 'defense

“hush money,”

o a humamtanan
“given to help needy
lawyers’ fees

Mr. Neal told the jurors that
ide why
i it was
pprposes,
had it
:glzus

humanitarian '

from ever seeing the

Those Who Knew

““Dean, Hunt and " LaRue
[Fredenc C. LaRue, "a cam-
paign official] all adnu ted this
was hush money,” Mr. Neal
said. “These men didn’'t have
the capacity to understand that
Mitchell, Haldeman and Ehrlich-
man had. If they knew this was
hush ' money, so did ’\’Iltchell
Haldeman and Ehrlichman.”

Mr. Wilson, however, seemed
to -brush asxde the testimony
about hush money. He said that
Mr. Haldeman had nothad any
dealings with Herbert W, Kalm-
bach, Mr. Nixon’s personal at-
torney and the man who raised
money for the payments.to the
burglars in the summerrof 1972,
after the break-in at Democra-
tic national headquarters in the
Watergate complex. 4

He. .also noted that a great
dea] of the _money paid to the
burola; d gone for leggl fees.

“iPerhaps the most dramatic
dispute between the prosecu-
tor and Mr. Wilson, m\golved
their assessment of the:.Gov-
ernment’s witnesses, partlculal-
ly Mr. Dean.

Mr. Neal noted this morning
that his ‘major witnesses were

r. Dean, Mr. Kalmbach, Mr.
Hunt and Jeb Stuart Magruder,
the reputy director of the 1972
Nixon re-election campalgn—
all of whom, he noted, have
either served or serving prison
terms for their offenses.

fThey have paid or are pay-
ing the penalty for their sins,”
he said. “They have nothing
left but to tell the truth and
start rebuilding their lives.”

DO NOT FORGET THENEEDIEST!




