
Nixon Tax Lawyer Sent To Prison 
WASHINGTON (UPI) — Ed-

ward L. Morgan, the young 
lawyer who falsified papers to 
help. Richard M. Nixon obtain a 
inaggive, undeserved tax deduc-
tion„ today was sentenced to 
four'months in prison. 

Chief U.S. District Judge 
George L. Hart, sternly relkik-
ing Morgan as a man *lid' 
"wilfully betrayed" his public,  
and professional trust, impoSed 
a two-year sentence but dr-
dered that all but four months 
be toitbation. 

Morgan, 36, pleaded gitilty 
Noy. 8 to a single count of 
conspiracy to impair, impede, 
defeat and obstruct the proper 
and government functions of 
the Internal Revenue Serwice. 
Th 	arge is a felony And 
Mo 	could have receilreWas 

much as five years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine. 

As a deputy counsel in 1970, 
Morgan prepared a deed donat-
ing Nixon's pre-presidential pa-
pers to the United States —a 
gift for which Nixoq, 	ately 
claimed a,a76010*.inc e tax 

deduction. 
The IRS, after a lengthy in-

vestigation, last year disal-
lowed that claim and required 
Nixon and his wife to pay near-
ly $500,000 in back taxes from 
1969 through 1973. 

The IRS and a congressional 
joint commitee on internal rev-
enue taxation ruled that the 
deed had been executed one 
year after it was dated by 
Morgan — thus indicating -the 
gift of the papers had not haen 
made at the time the deduction 
was claimed. 

In sentencing Morgan, Hart 
said it was his most difficult 
decision. He called Morgan a 
than "universally admired and 
respected by his peers, a man 
of brilliant intellectual al).  es 
anc4itainrnents" wh 

.made "one terrible mista  

an effort to serve with mis-
placed loyalty a superior who 
held the highest office in Allis 
land." 

Morgan, a huge man 4$1ffi a 
bristling black mustache, 'lis-
tened with head bowed as his 
lawyer, Richard C. VanDusen 
of Detroit, pleaded for mercy. 

Hart ordered that Morgan, 
who lives in Los Angeles, sur-
render at the minimum securi-
ty fe al prison at Lompoc= 
Jan. 
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