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Harry S..Dent Sr., a South
Carolina lawyer who became
former President Nixon's top
political  strategist during
Nixon’s first term, pleaded
guilty, yesterday to aiding and
abetting an illegal fund-rais-
ing operation organized by the
White House in 1970.

Dent, 44, was placed on un-
supervised probation for one
month by U.S. District Chief
Judge George L. Hart Jr., who
.characterized Dent as “more
of.the victim than the" perpe-

" trator” of the misdemeanor
charge to ‘which: Dentipleaded
guilty. The illegal c¢ampaign

" raised more than $3 million’

that was funneled to White
House-approved candidates in
congressional elections that
year. )

The sentence was imposed
after Dent read a statement to|
the judge in which he said
that the operation was “under
the direction of the President
of the United States...and I
believed, and in fact was told,
that the program was legal.”

Dent, obviously bitter at the
Watergate special prosecutor’s
‘office for bringing the charges
under what his attorney, Judah
Best, called an_ “ancient, out-
moded,  confusing . and re-

w'th o m-r White Hous» a'de
H.R. (Boh) Haldeman if Dent

did not enter a plea to the
misdemeanor.

DENT, From Al

pealed (campaign-financing)
law,” said afterwards that he
had entered the guilty plea be- . .
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- get a fair trial in what he 1ng wrong” Dent told report-
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ington, D.C., in the current at. nonwillful v191at10n came as
mosphere,” Dent told report—éthe resu,l,t of inadvertence on
ers after sentencing. He said MY part.
also that prosecutors had indi-| Dent, who practices.law in
cated they would charge him | Columbia, S.C., said he
‘with a felony in connection|thought the fund-raising oper-
with the fund-raising opera-|ation that came to be known
tion and bring him to trial,as “Operation Townhouse”

when it was set up by the
White House. Investigators
have said the fund was set up
by Haldeman, with Jack A.
Gleason detailed from Dent’s
White House staff to imple-
ment the program and desig-
nate the congressional cam-
paign committees that were to
get the money.
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because it did not have a com- Professing ignorance on the
mittee charman or treasurer’ actual operating details, Deng
as required by law. said that “what evidently oc-

Gleason has pleaded guilty curred is that I:C: finally «didn’t
to aiding and abetting the WOrk that way. o CaL B
same operation and is await-'ef‘al large CI]eCLf.S came n
ing sentencing. Former Presj-|{fom one contributor and.,
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Iney, Herbert W. Kalmbach, 'being in checks of $150,000. |
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go to see a friend of the Presi- bach and Gleason also would |
|dent and say, ‘would you like |testify, if necessary, that Dent,
jto have some expert advice’ " did not know the particulars|
|in making political contribu- !
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Basically, Best told Hart,|
Dent would recommend that'
lappropriate candidate, Dent
said. .

money be sent to a certain |
state and the next contact he!
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At that point, Hart broke in
to say, “You make it sound
like he’s’a vietim instead of a
perpertrator,” a point Hart re-
iterated when he imposed the
sentence. .

In his two-page statement to
the judge, Dent said he was
“prepared to face my responsi-
bility. I am a Republican and
conservative because I believe
in individual freedom and
with that individual responsi-
bility. I should have avoided
any involvement with ‘any-
thing that might be subject to

question even when ques-
tioned four years after the
event.”

Dent expressed concern that
for the rest of his life “and
into the history books my
name will be incorrectly con-
nected with Watergate, al-
though obviously I have no in-
'volvement in that matter.”
| “My greatest punishment,”
‘Dent told the judge, “is that—

forever.”

Dent, who could have been
sentenced to one year in jail
and fined $1,000, described
himself as'“the one full-time
political man at the White
House for President Nixon’s
first four years.”

He 1is most prominently
known as the chief architect
of the Nixon administration’s
“Southern strategy.” He came
to the White House after being
chief aide to Sen. Strom Thur-
mond (R-S.C.)), for more than
10 years and left the White
House in early 1973.

Most recently, he was gen-
eral counsel of the National
Republican Committee, resign-
ing from that.post last week-
end.

The “Southern strategy”
was described by political ob-
servers as an attempt by the
Nixon administration to gain
support for Republicans in
traditionally Southern Demo-

nent Southern politica]l lead-
ers, .

Dent is the third prominent
individual charged by the
Watergate special prosecutor’s
office to escape being- jailed
after pleading guilty -or being
convicted for a crime,

Judge Hart placed former
Attorney General Richard
Kleindiénst on one month’s|
unsupervised probation for his
guilty plea to a controversial
misdemeanor charge in con-
nection with his Senate. confir-
mation hearings.

U.S. District Court Judge
Barrington - D. Parker placed
former California Lt. Gov.. Ed
Reinecke on probation after
his conviction of perjury dur-
ing those same XKleindienst
confirmation hearings..

Other Watergate-related. fig-
ures have received jail terms
ranging from a minimum of|
four months to a maximun of |

20 years. SET" i!
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