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Former Montana Gov. 
Tim M. Babcock pleaded 
guilty yesterday to being 
the middleman for $54,000 
in illegal campaign contribu-
tions from oilman Armand 
Hammer to President Nix-
on's 1972 re-election cam-
paign. 

Babcock .could be sen-
tenced to one year in jail 
and fined $1,000 for the mis-
demeanor charge of aiding 
and abetting Hammer in the 
contribution. He was re-
leased by U.S. District Court 
Chief Judge George L. Hart 
Jr. yesterday pending a pre-
sentence report. 

Sources in the Watergate 
special prosecutor's office 
confirmed after the plea 
that Hammer is the subject 
of an ongoing investigation 
into the contribution, an in-
quiry in which two other 
current or former Occiden-
tal Petroleum Co. employees 
have been granted immunity 
from prosecution. A letter 
released by the prosecutor's 
office in connection with the 
Babcock plea referred to the 
probe as the "Hammer/Bab-
cock" investigation. 

Hammer is president of 
Occidental Petroleum, a Los 
Angeles-based firm. 

Babcock, who is now a , 
Helena, Mont., businessman, 
was an official of Occidental 
Petroleum in Washington 
when the money was turned 
over to the Nixon re-election 
committee in installments of 
varying amounts of cash be- 

tween Sept. 15, 1972, and 
Jan. 17, 1973. 

The onetcount criminal in-
formation filed by Assistant 
Watergate Special Prosecu-
tor Thomas F. McBride 
charges that Babcock made 
the contributions in the 
names of four other Occi-
dental Petroleum officials 
and himself, "when in fact 
they were a contribution by 
Armand Hammer." 

Hammer, whose firm has 
been involved in two mas-
sive trade deals with the So-
viet Union in the past two 
years, gave a total of $100,-
000 to the Nixon re-election 
campaign, according to cam-
paign financial records and 
yesterday's. 	disclosures. 
Hammer gave $46,000 in 
cash during a secret fund-
raising drive before a new 
campaign contribution law 
took effect in April, 1972, 
those records showed. 

Watergate investigators 
have alleged that some of 
the money donated by Ham-
mer through Babcock even-
tually was commingled in a 
$350,000 secret fund held by 
White House officials. An-
other portion of the Ham-
mer-Babcock donation was 
given to Nixon campaign 
aide Frederick C. LaRue, 
who has admitted having 
custody of secret cash funds 
that were allegedly used to  

make payments to the origi-
nal Watergate defendants. 

As a part of their inquiry 
into the Hammer-Babcock 
donation, Watergate investi-
gators quietly granted im-
munity from prosecution 
more than two months ago 
to two men linked to Ham-
mer. One was James B. Pat-
ton, counsel for Occidental 
International Corp. in Wash-
ington, and the other was 
John Tigrett, an American 
who lives in London and 
Memphis and who has dealt 
financially with Hammer in 
the past. 

In the letter released yes-
terday, the special prosecu-
tor's office told Babcock at-
torney Raymond J. Larrocca 
that the plea would dispose 
of all potential charges 
against Babcock "based on 
matters presently known to 
this office arising out of the 
Hammer/Babcock campaign 
contribution currently un-
der investigation by this of-
fice and the grand jury, in-
cluding any potential liabil-
ity arising out of any efforts 
to conceal the true nature 
of such contribution." 

The letter said it did not 
rule out possible criminal 
tax liability that Babcock 
may have in connection with 
the contribution "and con-
cealment efforts disclosed 
by Mr. Babcock to this of-
fice." The letter was signed 

"TIM M. BABCOCK 
. . . pleads guilty 

on Aug. 21 by then Water-
gate Special Prosecutor 
Leon Jaworski. 

As a part of the plea ar-
rangement, Babcock must 
testify on behalf of the 
United States in its ongoing 
investigation. The govern-
ment said it would make no 
recommendation concerning 
the sentencing of Babcock. 

The 55-year-old Babcock, 
who was governor of Mon-
tana from 1962 until 1968, 
stood quietly before judge 
Hart as the judge read him 
the charges. He replied 
"Yes, Your Honor," when 
asked ,if, in fact, he had com-
mitted the crimes alleged. 
Babcock had no comment af-
ter the plea. 

Hammer, 76, is a noted pa-
tron of the arts, and has 
been chairman of the board 
and president of Occidental 
since 1957. 


