
B
y L

E
SL

E
Y

 O
E

L
SN

E
R

 
S

pecial-to T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es 
W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

, D
ec. 3 —

 In 
th

e face o
f a lo

n
g
 an

d
 o

p
en

ly
 

skeptical cross-exam
ination by 

th
e W

aterg
ate p

ro
secu

tio
n
, 

II. R
. H

aldem
an soubht repeat-

ed
ly

 to
d
ay

 to
 reb

u
t th

e in
fer-

en
ces th

at th
e p

ro
secu

tio
n
 h

as 
d
raw

n
 fro

m
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

tape recordings. 
T

h
e fo

rm
er W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

chief of staff argued to the jury 
in the W

atergate cover-up trial 
that there w

ere other explana-
tio

n
s th

an
 th

o
se th

e p
ro

secu
-

tio
n
 h

ad
 su

g
g
ested

. 
A

t tim
es he offered his ow

n 
ex

p
lan

atio
n
s. A

t o
th

er tim
es, 

h
e said

 h
e co

u
ld

 n
o
t ex

p
lain

 
statem

en
ts o

n
 th

e tap
es b

u
t 

that the prosecution's explana-
tions w

ere w
rong nevertheless. 

G
row

s Im
patient 

S
om

etim
es M

r. H
aldem

an told 
the jury and the prosecutor w

ho 
w

as q
u
estio

n
in

g
 h

im
, R

ich
ard

 
B

en-V
eniste, that he could not 

"recall" various circum
stances 

surrounding som
e of the tape-

recorded conversations. 
A

t o
n
e p

o
in

t h
e said

 h
e d

id
 

n
o
t k

n
o
w

 w
h
o
m

 h
e h

ad
 b

een
 

referring to w
hen, in one con-

versation, he had said the nam
e 

"Jo
h
n
." A

t an
o
th

er p
o
in

t, h
e 

said
 o

f an
o
th

er o
f h

is tap
e-re- 

corded rem
arks, "I don't know

 
w

h
at w

as in
 m

y
 m

in
d
 at th

e 
tim

e." 
M

r. B
en-V

eniste listened to M
r. 

H
a
ld

e
m

a
n
's a

n
sw

e
rs to

 h
is 

q
u
estio

n
s w

ith
 in

creasin
g
 im

-
patience. 

T
ow

ard the end of the after-
noon M

r. H
aldem

an rejected the 
prosecution's view

 of one of the 
m

o
st critical tap

e reco
rd

in
g
s 

p
lay

ed
 at th

e trial—
o
n
e o

f a 
co

n
v
ersatio

n
 o

n
 M

arch
 2

1
, 

1973, by M
r. H

aldem
an, P

resi-
dent N

ixon and John W
. D

ean 
3
d
 in

v
o
lv

in
g
 p

ay
m

en
ts to

 th
e 

W
atergate burglars. M

r. H
alde-

m
an did not, how

ever, offer his 
ow

n explanation. 
"T

h
ere is n

o
 o

th
er ex

p
lan

a-
tio

n
, is th

ere, M
r. H

ald
em

an
, 

isn
't th

at th
e case?" M

r. B
en

-
V

eniste dem
anded. 

B
u
t M

r. H
ald

em
an

 d
id

 n
o
t 

concede. W
ith the sam

e air of 
assurance and self-confidence 
h
e h

ad
 sh

o
w

n
 th

ro
u
g
h
o
u
t th

e 
d
ay

, h
e stared

 b
ack

 co
ld

ly
 at 

th
e y

o
u
n
g
 p

ro
secu

to
r an

d
 re-

plied, "T
hat is not the case." 

T
h
e im

p
act o

n
 th

e ju
ry

 o
f 

the day's questioning, in w
hich 

M
r. B

en-V
eniste confronted M

r. 
H

ald
em

an
 w

ith
 o

n
e after an

-
o
th

er seg
m

en
t o

f th
e W

h
ite 

H
ouse tapes, m

ost of them
 con-

tain
in

g
 M

r. H
ald

em
an

's o
w

n
 

w
ords, w

as uncertain. 
H

o
w

ev
er, M

r. B
en

-V
en

iste 

elicited som
e concessions that, 

along w
ith several acknow

ledg-
m

en
ts b

ro
u
g
h
t o

u
t in

 p
rev

io
u
s 

days, could be dam
aging to M

r. 
H

aldem
an's case. 

T
he defendant conceded, for 

in
stan

ce, th
at co

n
cern

 ab
o
u
t 

"political em
barrassm

ent" had 
been the original reason behind 
the m

eeting in w
hich he asked 

the D
eputy D

irector of C
entral. 

Intelligence on June 23, 1972, 
to

 in
terv

en
e w

ith
 th

e F
ed

eral 
B

ureau of Investigation regard-
ing the F

.B
.I.'s•inquiry into the 

b
re

a
k
-in

 six
 d

a
y
s e

a
rlie

r a
t 

D
em

ocratic national headquar-
ters in the W

atergate com
plex. 

A
lso

, M
r. B

en
-V

en
iste h

ad
 

M
r. H

aldem
an repeat today an 

ad
m

issio
n
 h

e m
ad

e o
n
 F

rid
ay

 
under direct exam

ination by his 
o
w

n
 atto

rn
ey

, Jo
h
n
 J. W

ilso
n
 

—
th

at h
e h

ad
 g

iv
en

 in
co

rrect 
testim

o
n
y
 ab

o
u
t th

is Ju
n
e 2

3
 

m
eeting on several prior occa-

sions. 
Ju

d
g
e Jo

h
n
 J. S

irica in
ter-

rupted at one point to
 pose his 

ow
n queries to M

r. H
aldem

an, 
ap

p
aren

tly
 n

o
t satisfied

 w
ith

 
th

e q
u
estio

n
s an

d
 an

sw
ers h

e 
had been receiving. T

he judge's 
questions, like his questioning 
last w

eek
 o

f fo
rm

er A
tto

rn
ey

 
G

eneral John N
. M

itchell, one 
of M

r. H
aldem

an's four co-de-
fen

d
an

ts, in
v
o
lv

ed
 th

e cash
 

N
Y

Tim
eg 	

D
E

C
 4 

1974' 
N

E
W

 Y
O

R
K

 T
IM

E
S
, W

E
D

N
E

S
D

A
Y

, D
E

C
E

M
B

E
R

 4
, 1

9
7
4
 

H
aldem

an R
ebuts P

rosecution on M
eaning ofthe T

ape,s 
p
ay

m
en

ts to
 th

e W
aterg

ate 
burglars. 

A
nd, as in his questioning of 

M
r. M

itchell, Judge S
irica did 

not .get the inform
ation he w

as 
seeking. 

"W
h
at o

b
lig

atio
n
 w

as th
ere 

to
 p

ay
 th

em
?" h

e ask
ed

. . 
"I have no idea," M

r. H
alde-

m
an replied. 

D
eeply T

roubled 
"H

as 
th

a
t b

o
th

e
re

d
 y

o
u
, 

tro
u
b
led

 y
o
u
?" Ju

d
g
e S

irica 
as ked. 

M
r. H

aldem
an m

ade a slight 
g
rim

a
c
e
, a

n
d
 tu

rn
e
d
 to

 th
e
 

judge. 
"
D

e
e
p
ly

, sir, in
 re

c
e
n
t 

m
onths," he answ

ered. 
In

 a
n
o
th

e
r d

e
v
e
lo

p
m

e
n
t, 

Ju
d
g
e S

irica raised
 th

e p
o
ssi-

b
ility

 th
at w

ritten
 "in

terro
g
a-

tories," or questions, m
ight be 

sent to M
r. N

ixon in an attem
pt 

to
 satisfy

 th
e w

ish
es o

f M
r. 

H
aldem

an and John D
. E

hrlich-
m

an, form
er P

residential dom
es-

tice affairs adviser w
ho is also 

a d
efen

d
an

t, fo
r M

r. N
ix

o
n
's 

testim
ony. 

Ja
m

e
s F

. N
e
a
l, th

e
 c

h
ie

f 
p
ro

secu
to

r, an
d
 atto

rn
ey

s fo
r 

M
r. H

aldem
an, M

r. E
hrlichm

an 
and M

r. M
itchell all indicated 

to
 Ju

d
g
e S

irica th
at th

ey
 co

n
-

sidered interrogatories proble-
m

atical and generally unsatis-
factory. 

Ju
d
g
e S

irica said
, h

o
w

ev
er, 

th
at h

e w
o
u
ld

 ask
 th

e co
u
rt-

appointed panel of dotcors w
h

i  
exam

ined M
r. N

ixon last w
eek 

at h
is req

u
est w

h
eth

er an
d
, if 

so
, w

h
en

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 m

ig
h
t b

e 
able to answ

er interrogatories. 
T

he doctors reported last F
ri-

day that M
r. N

ixon w
ould not 

be physically able to testify in 
W

ash
in

g
to

n
 at th

e trial u
n
til 

F
e. 1

6
, an

d
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e ab
le 

to give testim
ony in deposition 

taken at his hom
e in C

alifornia 
u
n
til Jan

. 6
. 

Judge S
rica is to rule tom

or-
ro

w
 o

n
 a req

u
est b

y
 W

illiam
 

S
. F

rates, M
r. E

h
rlich

m
an

's 
ch

ief co
u
n
sel, fo

r a recess to
 

give him
 an opportunity to get 

M
r. N

ixon's deposition before 
th

e case en
d
s. 

H
o
w

ev
er, th

e ju
d
g
e, so

m
e 

`tim
es, after M

r. F
rates m

ade the 
m

otion, told the jury yesterday, 
"W

e are g
o
in

g
 to

 try
 to

 fin
ish

 
this case by C

hristm
as." 

T
h
e d

isp
u
te to

d
ay

 b
etw

een
 

M
r. H

ald
em

an
 an

d
 M

r. B
en

-
V

en
iste o

v
er th

e m
ean

in
g
 o

f 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se tap

es h
ad

 tw
o
 

m
ajo

r fo
cu

ses—
th

e ev
en

ts o
f 

Ju
n
e 2

3
, 1

9
7
2
, an

d
 th

e p
ay

-
m

en
ts o

f m
o
n
ey

 to
 th

e sev
en

 
m

en
 w

h
o
 p

articip
ated

 in
 th

e 
W

atergate burglary. 
Ju

n
e 2

3
 w

as th
e d

ay
 o

f th
e 

H
aldem

an m
eeting w

ith C
.I.A

. 
officials about the, F

.B
.I. inves-

tigation of the W
atergate break-

in
. T

h
e ju

ry
 h

as h
eard

 th
ree 

tapes of M
r. N

ixon's conversa-
tio

n
s w

ith
 M

r. H
ald

em
an

 th
at 

d
ay

—
tw

o
 b

efo
re th

e m
eetin

g
 

w
ith the C

.I.A
. officials and one 

after. 
T

h
e
se

 a
re

 th
e
 ta

p
e
s th

a
t, 

w
h
en

 released
 in

 tran
scrip

t 
form

 by M
r. N

ixon last A
ugust, 

p
recip

itated
 h

is resig
n
atio

n
 

from
 the P

residency. 
D

ebated F
.B

.I. Inquiry 
T

h
ey

 sh
o
w

 M
r. H

ald
em

an
 

an
d
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 d

iscu
ssin

g
 th

e 
p
o
litical em

b
arrassm

en
t th

at 
co

u
ld

' flo
w

 fro
m

 a co
n
tin

u
ed

 
F

.B
.I. inquiry into m

oney found 
in

 th
e p

o
ssessio

n
 o

f th
e W

a-
tergate burglars. T

he m
oney, if 

tra
c
e
d
 a

ll th
e
 w

a
y
 b

a
c
k
, 

through a M
exican bank, w

ould 
lead

 to
 N

ix
o
n
 cam

p
aig

n
 co

n
-

tributions. 
T

hey then show
 M

r. H
alde-

m
an

 su
g
g
estin

g
an

d
 M

r. N
ix

-
on agreeing and directing—

that 
th

e C
.I.A

. d
ep

iity
 d

irecto
r, 

L
ieut. G

en. V
ernon A

. W
alters, 

b
e to

ld
 to

 tell th
e actin

g
 h

ead
 

o
f th

e F
.B

.I., L
. P

atrick
 G

ray
 

3d, that the F
.B

.I. inquiry could 
injure C

IA
. assets in M

exico. 


