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H. R. (Bob) Haldeman in-
sisted yesterday that he still 
has no idea what many of his 
conversations with President 
Nixon Concerning the Water-
gate Setindel were all abbut-
even when Haldeman was do-
ing the talking. 

Under prolonged and in-
creasingly tense cross-xami-
nation at the Watergate 'Cover-
up „,Sal here, the fOrmer 
Whitefflouse chief of staff ad-
mitted that he never IT eally 
thought the payments 	the 
original Watergate  
had I been 	supplied 	for 
"humanitarian" reasons.,  

Haldeman also acknowl-
edged telling Nixon on4larch 
21, 1973, that "we had to,,give" 
the money to get through the 
1972 elections. 	i7 

But 'when pressed to explain 
to the jurors what he /meant 
by the remark, Haldeman said 
he could not. 

"I don't know what was in 
my minCat pat ctinte,,"' he de- 
clared.Idon't know what I was 
Atii6rring-te  

erjng away persist-
' Assistant Watergate 

1Speciall,' Prosecutor Richard 
Ben-Veniste charged that 
Haldeman had been simply 
voicing his fears that the 
Watergate break-in defendants 
would reveral the involvement 
of high-level Nixon advisers in 
the scandal during the Presi-
dent's re-election campaign. 

The March 21, 1973, conver-
sation at issue revolved 
around an estimate by;White 
House Counsel John W. Dean 
III, who was also present, that 
it could take as much as $1 
million more to satisfy the 
continuing demands ak the 
Watergate burglars. 

The discussion—prompted 
by: Watergate spy E. pward 
Hunt Jr.'s new "blackM*41" de-
mand for another $120.000— 
then turned to the possibility, 
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n'awerds, of deo nig 
o c -off further payffients 

and "1t them talk." 
":".*. It's a way you calf live 

with," Haldeman suggested 
and then, apparently address-
ing Dean, added: 

"Because the problenOvith 
the blackmail, and that'S, the 
thing we kept raising with, you 
when you said there's a money 
problem, when We need 
twenty thousand or a hurl ed 
thousand or something,, was 
`yeah, that's what you ne to-
day. But what do you ne to-
morrow and next yea and 
five years from now?' " 

Alluding to the initial ay-
ments in the summer and -fall 
of 1972, Dean indicated that 
these were never expect to 
satisfy the defendants bend 
the Nov. .7 presidential lec-
tion that• year. 

"That was just to gel us 
through Nov. 7, though,lean 
said at the crucial meet g in 
the Oval Office.  

talked, the.chances of re-elect- 
ing the 	sident would be 
substand 1*•'-climinished be- 
cause 	pirestigation of the 
planningvvvollld lead right 
back to his top advisers." 

Haldeman denied it. "I had 
no reason to believe an inves-
tigation' would lead back to his 
top advisers," he said. 

"What other explanation 
can you give?" Ben-Veniste de-I 
mended, once again reading 
out Haldeman's ,taped state-
ment that "we ,;hacl to give" 
the money. 

"I don't know," Haldeman 
told him. "I don't know what 
was in my mind at the, time. I 
don't know what I was refer-
ring to." 

Ben-Veniste kept pressing. 
"There is no  other  explana- I 

e proStentor 

n th ase," 
sisted But, e left 

ess stand at t14 close 
terday's session without 

of 	another explanation. 
change was illustra- 

tiv 	a pattern repeated 
th pout the day as Halde-
man .fotind himself peppered 
tim d time again with quo-
tations from White Howse 
tapes that he was asked to ex-
plain. Repeatedly, he count-
ered with declarations of "I 
don't know" or "I don't re-
call." 

Haldeman said he couldn't 
*II remember what he and 
Nixon talked about at their 
meeting on June 20, 1972—
three days after the clis overy 
Of ;the Watergate bug gat  
Dentocratic National',t-
tee headquarters here. 
:-The conversation was obli- 

treated by the 181/2 minutes of 
erasures on the White House 
tape of that get-together. But 
Haldeman's own notes show 
that he and the President dis-
cussed a public relations coun-
terbffensive, an "attack for 
diversion" in response to the 
Watergate arrests. 

Are.,'Airst,' Haldeman testified 
that '!•q don't even remember 
having a meeting" with Nixon 
that day. When Ben-Veniste 
reminded him of the notes he 
took, the former White House 
chief, of staff said, "that 
sounds familiar" but declared 
that he still had "no recollec-
tion of the content of that con-
versation" aside from What his 
note%ght show 	.4 

Th 	uestioning turned to 
June 23, 1972, when Haldeman 
admitted telling Central Intel-
ligen0 Agency officials, on in-
struction from the President, 
to try,qo get FBI officials to 
curtail4heir Watergate inves-
tigation before it ' ;became 
"politiCally embarrassing." 

White House domestic ad- 
viterlOhrfp`Ehrlinnan also 
attended the riietti2ng with the 
CIA's top "officials that day, 
but his lawyers have con- 

tli p, 	did 
6*n:14i:offering CIA 

-'director Vernon A. 
rs the use of his White 
telephone. 

4Aw minutes after the CIA 
mee'Ttifig ended, howeier, 
Haldernan reported back , to 
Nixon. and, according to sti 1 
anotlier White House ta , 
told the President in part: , 

(t. . . The point John made 
was The Bureau [the FBI] 
dttesn't ... know what they're 
un Overing ... but we didn't , 
in' y way say we had Rny 
po n Cal ... interest or con- 
ce 	anything like that 

d to state just who he 
by "John," Haldeman 
t,there was nobody by 

eting 

'44 At that, Haldeman agr. 
"I recognize that's wha we 
had to giye . . . to Nov. 742, 
said in the taped conversa-
tion. "There's no question.T 

Confronting Haldeman 
that exchange,' proses 
Ben-Veniste maintained 
the former White House aide 
was plainly showing he knew 
all along that the payments 
had been meant as hush 
money. 

"Isn't it a fact that you 
knew if the money wasn't pa' 
to the defendants, they woul 
say something that would' 
plicate persons who were 
yet indicted, who were 
volved in the break-in?" B 
Veniste demanded. 

Haldeman kept insisting 
that he didn't know otherS, 

! were involved until March of 
1973 when the cover-up was 
starting to unravel. Befbre 
that, he insisted, all he knew,  
about the payments was filet 
they were made out of some ,  
sense of "obligation" on the4 
part of Nixon re-electio, 
paign officials, an obi' 
to which he never really 
much thought. 

"Were you supporting them 
in some qatirne annuity?"i 
Ben-Venisterasked in scornfull 
tones. "Were yqu apening: 
some home fo' convicted 
burglars? . . . 	311.1,,,say right 
here,";s'the tApro mitt% added, 
holding up ttr, 	• t of the 
March 21 calve at, "that 
-you knew if th de endants 

tion ' 't 	t the case, Mr. 


