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Joln D. Ehrlichnian’s Jaw-
yer asked U.S. Disfrict
Judge John J. Sirica yester-
day to declare a Christmas
recess in the Watergate cov-
erup ftrial in order to delay
its completion until former
President Nixon is well
enough to testify. .

Sirica said he would not
decide immediately. But lat-
er in the day he told the jury
“we're going to try to finish
this case before Christmas.”

The jury was out of the
room when William S.
could give a deposition
recess.

Frates' made the request
in connection with a formal
petition for permission to
take a deposition from Mr,
Nixonin California. Three
courtsappointed doctors - re-

ported ‘to Sirica on Friday

that the earliest Mr. Nixon !
could give g deposition
would be January 6.

the existence of the White

House tapes.

Ben-Veniste noted that

Haldeman  told ‘the grang
jury .that the only records
“‘on the, face of the earth”
that “would" reflect hig .con-
tact with other people’ were
his ' telephone logs. o

Haldeman said he did telt
the  grand jury about the
notes he took -during ‘presi-
dential -conversations.

“But‘f'v\j/bﬁ,:,didxi% antion
tape recording, did you Mr.

Haldemgn?® Ben-Veniste
asked. " . You ddn't
mention - tapes and* you

hoped they wouldn't be re.

vealed,” he said.

It was not a matter ‘o
my hopes, it was my. in-
structions,” replied Halde-
man. “I was under orders
from the President ‘of the
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structioi. ing’ his' testi-
mony -on Fiiday, the former
White House staff chief said,
“I can only explain it (his
earlier testimony) as an ar-
Tor in over - amplification
- -« My question to him
(,Stljaghan) was did we have
‘an ¥

“to

ng in our files related
NC break-in,” -

0U Just let the matter
drop?” Ben - Veniste asked.
T say I just don’t recall

~ any further action,” Halde-

man responded,

In his motion asking per.
mission to take a deposition
from Mr, Nixon, Frates not-
ed th;at the former President
was named an unindicted

They estimated he would |
not be well enough to travel i
to Washington before Fehriy-
ary 16.

Sirfea asked all parties to ‘
submit legal briefs on the ,
matter by tomorrow morn-
ing. '

Frates said that the jurors
who ‘have been separated
from their families since Oc-

United ﬁfcates'%ﬁéﬁ”ﬁ’not be co-conspirator by the grang
y -, jury that indicted the de-
disclosed.” fendants in the. coverup

Haldeman "also said he . case, il
had no recollection of ever “Mr. Ni . s

. ¢ e T. NIXon s an indispens.
telling Gordon C. bagﬁgi; able witness because he
5l will) be able ty testify as to
the’ sequence of events in.
volved in the Watergate
mgtter, - that Mr. Ehrlich.
m%n Was not part of a con-

tober 11 should be allowed to spiracy..’ Frates said in his

go home if a Christmas re- rief. | e

cess is called. However, as- e e -

sistant special prosecutor - g that “the gov
——

Richard Ben-Veniste called
that suggestion unrealistic. ernment has contended and
Meanwhile, H. R. Halde- ng: gﬁ(ﬁﬂtﬁhﬁﬂ
el S sl Vol . of the activity which the
Srt:gff cggifi‘nsgrlgfpli 3 gll; gov,%‘ixllglgnt n’oxiv ﬁ.seekgt'hﬁq’
reoi ‘ ion | con 15 a violation of the
undergo%g c_rgssexa tion VI8 o tﬁ’éUmt od States .%
by Ben-Veniste. | i V‘ﬁ‘@’ﬁ‘fds%pidzbd;rqu

Ben-Veniste presse |
former Nixon aide on why |
he had not disclosed to a |
grand jury on May 14, 1978, [




