Convicted
Ra’leigh N.C.

North Carolina Attorney ‘
General-elect Rufus L. Ed-
misten was convicted yes- '
terday of criminal failure to

file his 1972 and. 1973 state
income tax returns on tlme

. The misdemeanor convac-
tloorns, which Edmlsten said
“he ‘would appeal, do not dis-
qualify him to serve as state
attorney general. He said he

~was ordered to pay
court costs and drop any
proiests over back tax pay-
mé S.

E;dmluten‘ a 33-year-old
"Deftiocrat. was deputy chief -
colmsel for the Senate Wat-
ergzgte Committee. That post,
wds the last of many hie held
wh':i‘ile working for Senaton
Sam J. F‘rvm Jr. from 1963
to 1973 :

Dumnff that time, Edmls-
ten paid state income taxes

legalwremdence or domlcne
in North Carolina. S

Durmg a campaign debate-
Wlth Republican James G}a
s g - Edmisten  acknowl-
. edged that he had not paid
state taxes, and the 1ssue g
dofninated the remainn
weeks of 'the campai,
mlsien nevertheless.
mgtn than 60 pericent of the
voﬁo. against Cal som.

th%» his failure to file’ was
dite to ‘a mlsunderstandmg

rather.. than«

»rdem re to
evade taxes. i
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