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Watergate--
New Tape
Revelations

Washmgton

The Watergate covelup
trial heard tapes yesterday
of former President Nixon
and his top aides discussing
the collapse of efforts to con-
tain the investigation of the
break-in at Democratic Na-
tional’, Committee headquar-
ters. :

On April 16, 1973, John
Ehrlichman advised Mr.
Nixon that his press secre-
tary “feels we have no more:
than 2 hours . . .it’s his es-
timate that unless we take

- the initiative by 9 o’clock ‘to-: '

night it will be too late.”

That segment was deleted, £
from transcripts released

April 30, 1974. by the Whl‘te
Housa;.

Also.
segmen

deleted was a Lape’.
Aprll 14, 1973, in’

which Ehlhchman and an-.

other top white House aide, ;
H.R..

get former @ttorney General
John M1tchell to take the‘

Ehrlichman re.pdrtedv
ing the day that Mi

cent man” and had begun
“lobbing mudballs at the
White House.”

Another - deleted segment
included a discussion - ‘of
whether then - White House
counsel John W. Dean IIT
planned to plead guilty and
cooperate with prosecutor:

Wiﬁﬁn the hour, Mr. Nix-.

on met with Dean and asked
him ‘to submit, for future
use, his letter of resignation.
Dean’ responded that he
thought Haldeman and Ehr-
lichiman also should resign.

The next night, Mr. Nixon
announced he had-received
new information about Wa-
tergate. intimating that
White House and campaign
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‘given any thought to what

Haldeman discussed :
with the former President
their unsuccessful efforts to !

- jury heard tapes of
nine conversations, includ-
ing several on April 14, 1973,
during’ which Mr. Nixon,
Haldeman and Ehrlichman
discussed the need to, ex-
plain thousands of dollars

passed. to the break-in de-

fendants.

Mr.  Nixon urged his two
top aides to iry to get “all
these guys who partlclpated

in raising the money . . . to .

stick to-their line that they

‘did not raise this mon%y to

obstruct justice.” ;

On April 17., Mr. N‘xon
brought the subJect Tup
again; asking: ‘“Have you

the line ought to be —
don’t mean ahe—-bud; li
on- raising the mone
‘these defendants? Because

both of you were aware that

was going on, you.see — the,
the raising of money — you
were @ aie,ﬁuf it rxght"”

Both HéId;eman and Ehr-
lichman acknowledged that
they were aware.

“You say that our purpose
was 10 keep from talking to
the press,”” Mr. Nixon said.

During a late-night tele-
phone conversation on April
14, Mr. Nixon told Ehrlich-
man all the people involved
in raising money for the
original Watergate defen-
dants must “have a straight

~damm line that, of course,

we raised money. Be very

" henest about it. But, uh, we

raised money for a purpose
we thought was. pelfectly
proper

‘We weren’t trying to shut
them up, we just didn’t, we
didn’t want them to talk to
the press . . ./ That’s perfect-
ly legitimate, isn’t it?”

That part of the Ehrlich-
man telephone conversa-

_ fendants

_the  purpose

tion was deleted from the
Watergaté™ transcripts T e-
leased April 30 of this year
by Mr. Nixon.

Haldeman, Ehrllchman
Mitchel, former Ass1st'ant
Attorney General Rob égt
Mardian and Kenneth Par-
kinson, one-time lawyer for
the Nixon re-election com-
mittee, are charged with
conspiring to obstruct the in-
vestigation of the Watergate:
break-in. They are the de-
in the covelup
trial.

Mmutes before his 1ate—
night conversation with Eht-
lichman, Mr. Nixon had
talked on the telephone with
Haldeman and discussed the
possibility that some of the.
breaksin defendants would
say they received money in
exchange for their silence.

Earlier that same day Mr.
Nixon, Haldem,an . Ehr-
hchman discussed - Dean’s
theory that White House and

campaign. aides could be
charged w1th obstruction of
justice stemmmg trom the
payments.

Ehrhchman recalled . that
Dean came to him and said,
“May I go to (Nixon Iawyer
Herbert) Kalmbach?”

“Go to the Kalmbach for
the purpose of?”” Mr. Nixon
asked.

‘“For the purpose of getf-
ting Herb to raise some
money,” Ehrlichman re-
plied. “For the purpose of
paying the defendants. For
of keeping
them, quote, on the reserva-
tion, unquote.” '

“Right.” Mr. Nixon said.
“with that they could try to
tie 'you and Bob in a conspir-
acy' to obstruct justice.”

“That’s “his theory,” said
Ehrlichman.
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