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US District Court Judge
JohnJ. Sirica said vesterday

5197

that he will demand former|

CIA Director Richard Helms'

testm;ony at the Watergate o
coverfup trial in an effort to

clear up the CIA’z backstage
maneuverings in the seandals.

Helms is now aambassador
to Iran.

The long-simmering contro-
versy genters on what Water-
gate prosecutors have called

“a very strange -memo” that
Helms wrote 11 days after dis.

covery.lof the bugging and|

break-in at Democratic Na-
tional ; Committee headquar-
ters here. ‘

In the memo, Helms called
[for a tight rein on the FBI’s
1nvest1gatxons of the Water
gate case.

The directive, dated June
28, 19@, was addressed to CIA
Deputy Director Vernon 'W.
Warter“s and said in part that
“we [the CIA] still adhere: to
the request that they [the FBI]
restrict' themselves {o the per-
sonahi;les already arrested or
dlrectly under suspicion and
that thiey desist from expand-
ing this investigation into
other areas which may well,
eventuallv, run afoul of our
operations.”

By contrast, both: Helms and
Walters have repeatedly testi-
fied that they told both White
House: officials and former
FBI Director L. Patrick Gray
II1 that the Watergate investi-
gation” would not Jeopaldlze
any CIA activity.

Theidispute over the Heims
memae:came up at-the cover-up
trial . yesterday  afternoon

emo |
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when Walters was;called back
to the itness stand for cross-
by attorneys for
te Houee chief of

deputy xrector 1n81sts that he

“never# aw, heard of or knew
of the existence of the: -memo”
until ag'year later, in June,
1973, Neal told the court.

As a result, the prosecutor
said tha only Helms could be
properly‘questioned ;about the
document, but he emphasized
that thetgovernment has no in-
tention ot cahng «hlm as a
prosecu ‘on witness. He said
defense *gwyers should  be re-
quired' to summon Helms if
they want an explanation.

Judg rica indicated his
agreememt on:that score, but
made pl in that he would in-
sist on Helms’ appearance at
some poil;nt in the trial and
that he expects the prosecu-

I%e gets

tors to make sure
here. @

t]
again thaﬂ the §@rmer'CIA di-
rector’s appearance should be}.
put off until the: defense be-
Neal
indicated, that the -prosecution
has no intention of vouch1ng“

gins presen’ang its case.

for his credibility.

“Mr. Hélms can - bail hlmself
out of th!ﬁgcontradlctlon ” the
prosecutogdeclared “This wit-

ness (Walters) doesn’t have to|

doit” f &
The H§ 1S memo suggests,
on its face, that the then- -CIA

dlrectm—lf not-the CIA itself|

—was playing along with -the
Nixon Whlte House’s httempts
to block the original Water:
gate mvestlgatlon and prevent
dlscovery of the Nixon cam-
paign zehec %g that one of the
Watergate burglars had
cashed, Theproceeds from the
checks, some of them issued
through'. a Mexico City bank

|increasingly
{Hunt’s requests and cut him |
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fact,” hetestified.

account, were used to help fi-
nance the bugging.

"According to Neal, Helms
has offered Watergate prose-
cutors an explanaiton for the
memo, but it is evidently one
they cannot accept. “It's a bit
confusilig to me,” Neal said.

Mr. Nixon authorized the at-
terﬁpt to get the CIA to block
the Watergate 1nvest1gat1on at
a meeting with Haldeman on
June 23, 1972. Watergate pros-
ecutors have charged that the
ploy, which held up the FBI’s
investigation of the telltale
campaign checks for some two
weeks, was part of the cover-
up conspiracy.

For their part, however,
Haldeman’s lawyers are appar-
ently trying to bolster sugges-
tions that the CIA may have
had something to cover up af-
ter all. '

One of Haldeman’s attor-
neys, Frank H. Strickler, be-
gan pursuing that theme as
soon as Walters resumed testi-
fying yesterday afternoon.

Strickler pointed out that
Walters had stated in a July
28, 1972, memo that the
CIA “had no contact whatso-
ever” with Watergate flgure E.
Howard Hunt Jr. subsequent
to Aug. 31, 1971.” A former
CIA agent, Hunt had pre-
vailed on the agency for
phony. papers, disguises and
other technical assistance in
1971 in connection with the
White.. House-sponsored bur-
glary at the offices of Daniel
Elisberg’s psychiatrist.

The CIA has'said it became
suspicious  of

off shortly before the 1971 La-
bor Day weekend when the

Ellsberg burglary was car}ieﬁ 1“,‘“'»\

out.
-Strickler, however, ci%ed a
CIA memo dredged up 'b;v con-

nt had gone Bgck to
ency sometime hety
nd May, ‘1972 3

retl‘red}‘ lockplcker 3
entryman.” :

Under questioning
Strickler, Walters indic

that he'had not been aware of
this when he wrote :ﬁg all

contacts with Hunt had (stop-

ped the year before. :
“I heard about this after the

Strickler pointed o
the CIA memo abou
pitch for a “lockpickerd:
tryman” had been written by
the chief of a CIA unit identi-
fied only as the “EEAC.”

“Can you tell me what those

al 1nvest1gators, that |

1mt1als AL ?” the Haldeman,

Tawyer as ed Waltets: .

“You’ve got me,” repli
CIA’s No. 2 man.

Judge Sirica ruled thafithe
would” ‘not permit Walter to
be = cross-examined about
“memos  prepared by s yme-
body else,”. and then sent: the
Jurors back to then motel

books

the

riod Dpiece,

Chance.” Thg pther . kids
join in, clapping and raising
their fists as thley sing. Miss
Taylor dissolyes in tears,
and little iss\ Laughlin
tries to kee ®

‘screen is

is the 3
replace

reveahn and a little
creepy “to i contemplate.
ughlin’s point-of- v1ev§nay
> militantly, llberal bt his

rtistic methods are .reac-
ionary in the extreme.




