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WASHINGTON, Nov.

in the Watergate cover-up
trial.

Out of the presence of the
jury but in open, court, the
chief prosecutor, James F. Neal,
said that the tapes and the
other evidence today proved
“a direct. agency” in which Mr.
Nixon's - ‘“‘agents’ : obstructed
justice at Mr. Nixon’s order.

The tapes, made public last
Aug. 5, contain’ Mr. Nixon’s
conversations with H.R. Halde-
man, then his chief of staff and
now one of the five defendants
in the trial, on June 23, 1972,
six days after the break-in at
Democratic headquarters in the
Watergate complex.

Tapes Often Faint

They show Mr. Nixon telling
Mr. Haldeman to direct officials
of the Central Intelligence
|Agency. to tell the head of the

‘|to limit its inquiry into the
break-in. They show that Mr.
*|Nixon wanted the curtailment
‘|for political reasons rather
‘Ithan concern over national se-
curity.

The tapes, often faint and

testimony by Lieut. Gen. Ver-

of Central Intelligence, and
L. Patrick Gray 3d, then acting
head of the F. B. I

domestic matters and how an-
othey of the defendants, and
passing it on to Mr. Gray; Mr.
Gray:told of receiving it.
. When :defense lawyer ob-
Jeeted to:ithe prosecution’s line
ot-guestioning, Mr; Neal replied:
- “There’s no other way you
how the agericy—from the
formet President of the United
States"to Haldeman and: Ehr-
lichman to Waters to::Gray—
and withat is the obstruction
[of justice]l” :
“It’s the act itself,” he added.
Mr. Neal then repeated his
point: “We have a direct agen-
cy from the President to Halde-
man. to Ehrlichman—to. Halde-
man ‘and Ehrlichman—to Wal-
ters to Gray.”
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11—Parts of the three: White

'|House tape recordings that led to Richard M. Nixon’s resig-
nation from the Presidency were played today to the jury

.|Federal Bureau of Investigation|.

sometimes difficult to hear,|
were played in conjunction with

non A. Walters, Deputy Director|

viser ony;

Mr. Nixon, who was named
an unindicted alleged co-con-
spirator in the case last March,
was pardoned by President
Ford on Sept. 8 for any Federal
crimes he may have committed

while in office. The former
President has been subpoenaed
by the prosecution and deferse
but whether he testifies de-
pends on his health.

The other defendants in the
case are John N. Mitchell, the
former Attorney General and
director of the Nixon re-elec-
tion campaign; Robert C. Mar-
dian, a former Assistant Attor-
ney General and political coor-
dinator for the re-election com-
mittee, and Kenneth Wells
Parkinson, an attorney hired by
the committee after the break-

in.
~~Mr. Haldeman and Mr. Ehr-
lichman have made clear that
they will attempt to shift the
blame for Watergate to Mr
‘Nixon. Mr. Ehrlichman’s chief

lawyer, William S. Frates, told|
- the jury in his opening state-

ment that Mr. Nixon “deceived”
and “misled” Mr. Ehrlichman.

The testimony by General
Walters and Mr. Gray, like the
tapes, was laregly a repetition
of what came out in the Senate
Watergate hearings and the im-
peachment proceedings.

The story, as presented to-
day, began at 9:30- AM. on
June 21, 1972, when Mr. Ehr-
lichman spoke to Mr. Gray on
the telephone.

Mr. Ehrlichman, according-to
Mr. Gray, said that John W.
Dean 3d, then a White House
counsel who is now in a Fed-
eral prison, was, going to con-
duct a Watergate inquiry for

the White House. Mr. Gray, ac-|.

cording to the testimony, was
to deal directly with Mr. Dean,
who was expecting a call from
him.

Mr. Gray told the jury that
he called Mr. Dean, who re-
quested a meting, held at 11:30
that morning. Mr. Dean, accord-
ing to Mr. Gray, said that the
Watergate affair was “extreme-
ly sensitive” and that he would
sit in on F.B.L interviews with
White House staffmen. "

Mr. Gray said he had told
Mr. Dean at a later meeting of
the various “theories” the F.B.L
was considering, including one

that the C.LA. might be in-|,

volved.,u : i o
- CLA! Involvement
The C.LA. theory, according

to Mr. Gray, was considered
because 'of the C.LA. involve-
ment of some of the Watergate
burglars and because the C.LA.
was known to have complex
financia] arrangements. {

What happened in the next
few days, according to the tes-
timony, was an attempt to keep

the authorities from connecting| |

the break-in with the Nixon
re-election committeé. :

On June 23, Mr. Nixon and
Mr. Haldeman met in the Oval
Office. The tape of that meet-
lng:
hear, shows Mr. Haldeman
:talking to Mr. Nixon. He says:

“The way to handle this now
'is for us to have Walters call
Pat Gray and just say, ‘Stay
the hell out of this. This is, ah,
business here we don’t want
you to go any further on it.”

Then came the sequence that
has caused much controversy
at the trial. Mr. Haldeman says

“a word that the prosecution
contends is ‘“Gemstone,” the
name of the illegal intelligence-
gathering operation that led to
_the break-in, and that Mr. Hal-
deman’s lawyers contend is
something like “convention” or
“dovestome.” - :

At the Haldeman lawyers’
behest, the jury was given a
transcript bearing the notation
“unintelligible”  instead  of
Gemstone.

The transcript Mr. Nixon re-
leased 1in August contains
nothing. :

The prosecutors then put on
a second tape of a Haldeman-
Nixon conversation an hour
and a half later.

A Slight Délay

There was a slight delay
when Judge John J. Sirica no-
ticed that one of the jurors,
Mrs. Marjorie Milbourne, did
not have her earphones on.

“You have to listen,” he told

her.

' She put the earset back on.

In this conversation, Mr.
Nixon was more specific about
the directive to be given to the
C.LA. officials.

Mr. Haldeman, Mr. Nixon
said, should tell the C.I.A. offi-
cials “this’is all involved in the
Cuban thing, that it’s a fiasco,
and it’s going to make’ the
F.B.I. and C.IA. look bad, and
it’s likely to blow the"whole;
uh, Bay of Pigs thing which we
think would be very unfortu-
nate for the C.ILA. and for the
country at ‘this time, and for
American foreign policy, and he
just better tough. it and lay it
on ,them. Isn’t that what you

any ideas we're doing #it"“be-

diately followed by 4 meeting

among Mr. Haldeman, Mr.
' Ehrlichman, Mr. Walters -and
Mr. Helms. e VT

As General Walters told it,
i Mr. Haldeman said “it was the
- President’s wish” thgt General
Walters' inform Mr: ‘Gray ‘that
continued investigation of cam-

particularly difficult to|:

cause our concern is political.”|
According to the testimony,|
the conversation was imme-|

i|General Walters turned over a

' two men, apparently assuming

paign  contribution ‘checks
mightilead to C.LA. assets and
undercover ' operations in
Mexico. N :

Then, as both Mr. ‘Grayfand
General  Walters testified, the:
Deputy Director of the C.LA.
went' to the acting head of the
F.B.IL R :

Gray-Walters Meeting

At a meeting between Mr.
Gray. and General Walters on
July 6, according to testimony,

‘written statement saying that
the C.ILA. had no interest. The

that'Mr. Nixon was unaware of
the, pressure from ‘White House
officials, agreed that Mr. Nixon
should be told, and Mr.. Gray
ordered his inquiry into the
checks to be resumed, accord-
ing to the testimony.

At the Senate Watergate
thearings, Mr. Gray said that he
had warned Mr. Nixon on July
6, “People on your staff are
trying to mortally-‘wound* you
le‘y,‘ Iu,s’ing the C.I.A. ‘and the

mony today. At a benc\h con-,
ference, -Mr. Neal said that he
was about to question Mr. Gray

' about the statement. Mr. Frates

objected. It was agreed that
the question would not b,
asked. . gt
On direct examination,: under|
questioning by Mr. Néal, Mr.[
Gray repeated his earlier testi-
mony about destroying docu-|
ments at the behest 'of Mr.|
Dean and with the apparent ac-
quiesence of Mr. Ehrlichman.
On cross-examination, Mr.
Frates sought to limit the ef-
fect of that testimony, getting
Mr. Gray to concede that Mr.
Ehrlichman had not been the
one to tell Mr. Gray to halt the
Watergate investigation.

| Mr' Neal on rédirect then

sought to limit ‘the ‘effect of
this concession. G Y :
Who had told Mr. Gray to
limit the inquiry? The prose-
|cutor asked. i
Mr. Dean, the witness replied.:
Who had told him to talk to.
|Mr. Dean about Watergate? i
~Mr. Ehrlichman, he replied. |
Thomas C. Green, William_ G.
Hundley and Frank StricKler,
all*'defense counsels, cross‘ex-
amined Mr. Gray briefly.
"~ Mr. Greén and Mr. Hungdley
asked whether Mr. Gray -had
ever talked to their clients
‘about limiting the F.B.L investi-|
‘gation. Mr. Gray said he l}ad“
not. , ;]
Mr. Strickler elicited a state-
ment from Mr. Gray contradict-
ing General Walters, that Gen-
eral. Walters had not told him
on June 23 that he had just
been to the White House.
Subpoena Pending
Mr. Walters was not cross-
examined today because of a
ipexlqing subpoena for material
that'may be necessary for the

. cross-examination.

. Mr. Haldeman’s attorneys



disclosed this morning that on|would bé He said that a House udiced by the government’s be-
Friday they subpoenaed Repre-rule prohibited a committee’s|lated dlsclgsurpbecau’_s‘g their
sentative Lucien N. Nedzi of/Production of.information sub-|cross-examination of Mr. Hunt
Michigan, - chairman of the mitted in executive session. and|at the trial had been based.on

CUIEREL. e ; that when the Congress recon-|{the assumption that Mr. Bitt-

mittee’s Intelligence subcom-
mittee, calling for transcripts
and other material relating to
testimony and, interviews be-

fore the committee by Mr. Wal-
ters, Richard C. Hélms, former|:

House ~Armed Forces © Com- venes on Nov. 18, the subpoena|man was a credible witness.

is to be delivered to the speak-
er. |

The matter was left in abey-
ance. .

Mistrial Denied

fendants’ arguments, saying,
“This was no mischievous sur-
prise sprung on one side by the
other.” el 2

Judge Sirica rejected the de-

“The Government promptly

Director of Central Intelligence,| In another. development to-| ..., S j
and Mr. Gray in the spring.of day, Judge ' Sirica denied the(1otiied the defense of the new
1973. ; * |mistrial motions filed last week i ling. d all :
MR : , T page ruling, “and all parties
“Mr, - Strickler exlamed; ‘the|by lawyers for, Mr. Mlt(;hel and have had time to prepare for
subpoéna in court by citing a/Mr. Parkinson 'foilowmg thelpe proffered ‘admission of the
[committee report that, he said,/Government’s disclosure that new piece of evidence.”
lindicated “inconsistencies” in|one of its supposed witnesses, h
‘Mr. Walters’s testimony on|William O. Bittman, a former _Ruhngs Postponed
May 16, 1973, and his state-|Justice Department official, had Judge Sirica postponed a rul-
‘ments on May 23, 1973, “both|withheld and lied about a cru- ings on whether Mr. Hunt
as to omissions and changes in|cial memorandum. would be recalled to the wit-
language.” The memorandum was pre-|ness stand and whether the
. Judge Sirica, said -he .would|pared by E. HowardHunt Jr.,imemorandum was admissible as
give the ‘prosecution time tolone of the ' seven original|evidence. The matters had not
submit a memorandum on the|Watergate defendants, and de-|been raised in the defendants’
subject. Then, told that a law-|scribed the “commitments” ofmotions, he said, and “there|
yer for the House subcommittee|money and pardons that had al-|will be time, to consider them
was in court, he asked what the legedly been offered to the sev-|when they do arise.’
panel’s position would be. en men in return for their| Joan C. Hall, "who'' was
The lawyer said that, under|silence about Watergate. |CharlesW. Colson’s secretary,
House procedures, it was a| Attorneys for Mr. Mitchell testified * that ' she received
question of what the Speaker’siand Mr. Parkinson had con-|telephone calls fin August and
or the full HOuse's position|tended that they had been prej-|October of 1972 from Mr. Hunt

B, The New York Time;/John Daly Hart
Lieut. Gen. Vernon A. Walters, left, Deputy Director of Central Intelligence, and L. Patrick Gray 3d, the former
acting head of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, telling of their Watergate activities at trial yesterday.



