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PrcfeSsor
Bickel of
Yale Dies

New Haven

Yale University law pro-
fessor Alexander Bickel, one
of the nation’s outstanding
constitutional law experts,
died yesterday )

He was 49.

A Yale spokesman: said
Bickel, who successtully de-
fended the New York Times
in the Pentagon Papers case,
had heen confined to his
home with cancer.

In Washington, Chief Jus-
tice Warren Burger circulat-
ed a memo to the other
members of the Supreme
Court describing Bickel’s
death as “‘a great loss to the
law and the country.”

] .

Bickel's legal views often
had national impact. The
Nixon administration wasg
guided by his thesis that ra-
cially balanced schools may
be desirable but are not fea-
sible.

A native of Romania
whose family immigrated to
New York City, Bickel was
consulted on key issues dur-
ing the Watergate scandals.
One of his most controver-
sial opinions was that for-
mer President Nixon had a
legal right to fire special
Watergate prosecutor Archi-
bald Cox. .

Bickel said Mr. Nixon had
the constitutional right to
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fire Cox, a Harvard Unjver-
sity law professor. hecause
as a prosecutor he was an
instrument of the White

- House.

A member of the Yale fac-
ulty since 1956. Bickel disa-
greed with President Ford's
decision to grant Mr. Nixon
a full pardon for any crimes
committed during his ad-
ministration, but he said at
the time, “Nixon's resigna-
tion is essential to restoring
stability in the nation and a
properly functioning govern-
ment.”’

Bickel was one of the legal
experts involved in the aft-
ermath of the assassination
of President Kennedy. He
said the Warren Commission
did a good job in its investi-
gation of the tragedy hut it
leff some loase ends.
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