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mffﬂenry E.' Petersen, who

ected the early Watergate
fHivestigation, is resigning as |
&sxstant attorney general,

*Speakmg with | reporters

——

dfter his resignation was an- ||

Qunced at the White House |
%sterday Petersen defend-;
d  his decision to relay|
progress reports of thel:
gand jury Watergate probe |
, ’c'a former President Nixon.

‘*“It you can’t . trust the
President of the United|
States you are in trouble,
that’s all there is to it,” he||
said. “I'm afraid that if I
had to do it all over again, I}
Wmd do lt 2
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been chosen.

ture but, upon retirement,
will “go home, sit down and
weigh the offers.”

"He said he intended to
¢ continue to practice law and
has no plans to write a book
about Watergate.

‘Petersen said his decision
to retire was affected by two
" factors.

© “Under the federal pay sys-
| tem, he said, he was earning
‘ only $100 more per month

[/ than he would receive in
. benefits if he retires. Then,

.referring to the Watergate
-controversy, he said: ‘“The
~events of the past couple of

e

-|| years have taken their toll.
+ It’s been a very wearing ex- '

| ‘perience.”

Petersen refused to com-
. ment
* with President Nixon.

“He’s an ill man and I'm-

not disposed to kick him
while he’s down,” Petersen

.said.

. He also supported Presi-
dent Ford’s decision to par-
“don Mr. Nixon and said gov-
ernment leaders should be

doubt. |
Attorney General William

record and regretted his de-
cision to resign.

“We feel a profound grati- |

. tude and admiration for his

| 27 years of dedicated, con- |
- scientious service,” Saxbe
- said.

“He is more than any oth-
er man the architect of the

¢ federal government’s highly

‘effective enforcement pro-
against organized
crime —-an effort that will

fibenefit the nation for years

etersen said the contro'-{
_;frsy affected his ability
rk in the Justice Depart
ient.

Bl "
ﬁ“l feel that my credibility
&) been * affected and I
uk that’s terribly impor-
I a job such as the as

sistant attorney genex al,” he
said. z

Petersen, whose most re- |-
cent, assignmen has been di--
recting the criminal divi-
sion, will retire December 31
after 27 years with the de-
parment.

White House press secre- |
tary Ron Nessen, who an-
nounced Petersen’s decision,
said no replacement has

'to come,” Saxbe said.

Petersen’s resignation let-
ter to Mr. Ford was dated

Monday by Mr. Ford.

. The President lauded Pe-
tersen for “a record of
‘unique achievement.”

Petersen was in charge of
the Watergate investigation
before the first special pros-
ecéutor was appointed in
May, 1973. The White House

. Watergate transcripts re-

Jeased last spring showed
that Petersen regularly in-
formed Mr. Nixon about the
grapd jury proceedings.
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on his relationship

Friday and was accepted!

Petersen, 53, said he has |
no specific plans for the fu- |\

given the benefit of the

B. Saxbe praised. Petersen’s |-
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