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After six years at the cen-
ter of power in the White
House, and a year as Presi-

dent Nixon’s chief of staff,

General Alexander M. Haig
Jr. assumed -command of
U.S. forces in Eurepe yes-
terday in:a ceremony that
his predecessor, General An-
drew J. Goodpaster, did not
attend. {

Haig will also take over
from Goodpaster as su-
preme allied, comniander of
the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization in Belgium De-
cember 15. :

Asked about the absence
of Goodpaster, who is said to
be “resentful” about Presi-
dent Ford’s decision’in Sep-
tember to name Haig to the
NATO postafter Mr. Nixon
resigned, ‘the 49-year-old
Haig told reporters, “I'think
you should ask my predeces-
sor that.” 5

He did not answer ques-
tions about his role in ihe
Watergate case, or in lead-
ing Mr. Nixon to resign in
August. “I think it was
(General of
Omar Bradley who once
said the .wise thing for oid
military men is to keep their
mouths shut,” he said, and

added ‘that' he -had not hagd-
any direct-contact with Mr, -

Nixon-in recent weeks.
Although he had retireq
from the .Army in August,
1973, to assutie the White
House"chief of staff position,
he said: yesterday that after
the “Nixon - resignation,

the 'Army)

“President Ford asked me
what T would like to do and I
told him, ‘return to the mili-
iary.ﬁ!’

Goodpaster
many earlier this week,
officers said. but left for
Belgium nbefore Haig’s
Wednesdav  night  arrival,
and will stay there until next
moiith.

“Of course, he's -resent-
fui,”” an Army officer said,
“bitt 1ot so mueh of General

~Haig. He just doesn’t want
to be retired.”

Goodpaster had been in
Germany since 1969, and his
career goes back to 1939. He
is 59 years old. Haig, who
will turn 50 on December 2,
was appointed by Mr. Ford
well before Goodpaster ex-
pected to leave,

- The post Haig took over ig

largely a Ppaper organiza-

tion. the U.S. European
Command. Theoretically,
Haig is in charge of 310,000
troops of the Army, Air
Force, and Navy, scattered
through Western Europe and
around the Mediterranean.
Each service, however, has
its own separate command-
er in Europe as well. Haig
has told subordinates that e
will spend the next month
and a half here ‘‘getting out
to see the troops.

After December 15, when
he moves to the more impor-
tant post in Belgium, the
Stuttgart responsibilitieg
will be in-the hands of his
deputy, General George J.
Eade, of the Air Force.
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