Doctors Cite
Risk in Next

Few Hours

¢ By Stuart Auerbach
‘Washington Post Staff Writer

LONG BEACH, Calif.,
Oct. 31 — Doctors for form-
er President Nixon said to-
dayithey have managed%ato
stop™internal bleeding ‘that
brought him to the brink of
death but he still faces the
danger of further bleeding '
during the next 24 to 72
hours. '
© Dr. John C. Lungren, Mr.
Ngxon s chief physician, told a
hastﬂy-called news conférence
atthe Long Beach Memorial
Hospital Medical Center here:

“There is real danger lurk-
ing in the background—in the
imminent background.”

Mr. Nixon’s doctors gave
what Lungren called a “most

on’s: health. — the finding of
a minor decrease in his red
blood cell count and'a drop
iin his platelet count. Platelets i
lare .a clotting factor m the
blood.

have been a sign that the
massive mterngl bleedlnU of
last Tuesday..affe rnoon. had]
started aga n. |

But, - after
afternoon wi
Mulder, professor of surgery
at the Umversn:; of Calnorma
Los Angeles, “Lungren said,
the doctors became convinced
that the bleeding has been
stopped.

Dr. James Harper a surg-
eon, described thé bleeding as
“a generalized ooze’ from tis-
sue ‘in Mr. Nixon’syabdomen
which. had been cut during
surgery Tuesday. The former

&s&’ltmﬁ this
“Dr. - Donald

iimportant report” on Mr. Nix-

These two flndmcfs could | j

ously they ‘have | restricted |

themselves. to issuing ‘written |
statements, which left some |

ANOV 1

President is susceptible to
bleeding because of the anti-|
coagulant . treatment he: had
been receiving to prevent ‘the
formation of blood clots that
could kill him 1f they reached
the lungs.

Dr. Eldon Hickman, the"sut-
|geon who operated on Mr.
Nixon, attributed the drop in
the red blood cells and plate-
let counts to the normal dilu-
tion of Mr. Nixon’s hlood by
the liquid nourishment he is
being given intravenously. -

To combat the decreases in

ee

red blood cells and platelets, |
‘the doctors said they hi ve|
.started giving Mr. ngon[
Itransfusions of platelet icon-
centrate and fresh whole'
blood,

They revealed :Eor the flrst
time since the operation that
iMr. Nixon’s clotting mech
janism has returned to -normal, ]
jwhich should further decrease
Ithe chances of more int
bleeding,

The doctors also announ ld
today that Mr. Nixon is ;

failure often accomp
shock due to blood loss. :

The news conference about’
{4 p.m. PST (7 p.m. EST) today |
imarked the first ti
tors in chargg

questmns unanswered.

. Today’s statement—~1ssued a
few ‘hours - before the news
conference —said that Mr.
leon s “spirits and-mental at-
titude ' are excellent” but
added, ¢“it is still premature to
offer a prognosis at this time.
The possibility still ex1sts for
further comphcatwns o

In the" statement, the doc-
tors a} ( %%%te iOr tzhe first |
time since ixon’s con-'
dition became eritical “three

1 has been in am out of'

8

ding

but

days ‘ago that hlS

blood..pres-; | as: i

sure and pulse have returned |President

| blood pressure, respiration
Jland heartbeat—are “now . sta-
‘ble,” and Nager mdlcated«that

‘there, may have been s’omes
fluctuatlon between yesterday'|S

and today.

Mr. Nixon remained on ft
critical list in'the hospital’s i1
tensive-care wunit, under the
constant wateh of spec1ally
tramed nurses.

docters to .be “alert, onented
to’ everythmg going on'
him and ' cooperative.’
statement said nothin
whether the former Presi
was conscious Wednesday

“He didn’t know where he|
was. yesterday Yo ree: ;10

-ednesday one day at-

worSe fo lowmg suraery early

Tuesday.

‘Today, howeyer, the former

said.

,‘ antl-coagulant
dito stop the  formatio; of

to normal levels——140 above 80! post:

| M. Nixon’s v1tél s1gns—pulse .

B t ‘he was re’ported by h1s ;

President was aware of every-|:
thlng around hlrn this source :

! The fornier ‘President was,| tc
| |operated on after' treatment
drugs |iez

assive internal bleedlng
-followed Tuesday’ S:opera-
h A

Ziegler said Wednesday,,
most cost the former  Presi-
ent :

no
¢ Nixon’s doctors .are
tightrope between

" new clots do not £ Tm|
-and s -providing hlm‘
enough of the clottmg £
to stop the internal bleeding.
The doctors. still-have not
restarted the anfi-coagulant
"treatments that  Lungren
blaxded for the internal bleed-

o|ing. In fact, a source familiar

with “Mr. Nixon’s treatment
said today, they have begun'
'giving him other drugs to

“q]k'%nt%ract the blood thinning
attembt. to stop. the:

ts ‘%the anti-coagulant m‘
: ternal
bi‘gidind :

ThlS ho

‘to form
Teday
isaid n

.‘(? 3
the most 1mportant
‘problems the doctors will: be<

roin—in‘ an. area ]ust
the clot—-to prevent:

‘pieces of coagulated blood

Arom flowing into- his lungs
where they could .cause death,
‘Drs. John C. Lungren, Mr.
N" on’s :chief physician, and|

looking fors ..

v MI, Nxe S famlly }Qs .
‘Wwife, Pat, and daughters Julie
and Tricia, ~— ‘spent most’ of:
‘the 'day..at the hospital; They!’
‘are allowed 0 Visit'with hizh
‘for, short perl@ds every hour.

Eldon chkman the chief sur-
geon, descnbed the operation




