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Sandman’s Aggressive Defense of NixonImperils

< By RONALD ;SULLIVAN
Special to The New York Times

ATLANTIC CITY, Oct. 28—
Charles ‘'W. Sandman Jr., the
Republican Representative who
was Richard M. Nixon’s most
~pugnacious apologist, is in se-
rious danger of being unseated
- in next week’s Second Gongres-
sional District election because
.of his defense of the former
‘President. ‘

While other Congressional
races will also measure voter
reaction to Watergate and the
resignation of Mr. Nixon, po-
litical observers here expect

- this to be the most revealing
local referendum on those is-
sues. The campaign in the
sprawling southern New Jersey
district is clearly polarized, in-
~.volving protagonists who have
willingy made Mr. Sandman’s
defense of the former Presi-
_dent the overriding topic.

» And to make certain that
there is no mistake about it—
that no one here forgets—Mr.
+Sandman, who enjoys a state-
wide reputation for for political
.combat and for his missionary-
.like consgrvatism, has plastered
the distric with highway bill-
boards that portray him during
what he regards as his finest
Chour: facing. a battery of mi-
. crophones during the House Ju-
ydiciary Committee’s impeach-
~ment inquiry.

.. “When he speaks, the nation
“listens . . . ¢ the billboard pro-
.claims. :

“That’s just like Charlie,” re-
marked one of his friends. “It’s
as if he has gone out of his way
,to make Nixon a chip on his
.shoulder and is defying anyone
. to knock him off.”

William J. Hughes, Mr. Sand-
man’s 42-year-old Democratic
opponent, agrees. But he con-
tends that Mr. Sandman has

.made a fatal mistake. “It’s no
chip, it’s an albatross,” he says.

‘Chose to Grandstand’

Both Mr. Sandman’s posters
'.and Mr. Hughes’s criticsm refer
‘to the Congressman’s dogged
‘defense of Mr. Nixon during
- last July’s impeachment
_proceeding by the House Judia-

ry Committee. To television
viewers nationwide, Mr. Sand-
‘man became a familiar figure
“with  his daily attempts,
through sarcasm and what he
called “strict constructionism,”
to portray the inquiry as a par-
tisan attack on Mr. . Nixon, or
‘his repeated insistence on iron-
“clad proof of wrongdoing by
. Mr. Nixon.

_ “Furthermore,” Mr. Hughes
“said in an interview during a
campaign stop in Egg Harbor,
“Sandman’s posture during the
impeachment hearing showed
the nation what he is really
i like. Instead of the civility of
the other Republicans on the
committee, sandman chose in-

stead to granstand, to be parti-
san, to be deceitful.”

“When Sandman spoke,” Mr.
Hughes said, “the nation either
laughed or wept and the people
were disgusted with what they
saw: a sneering, sarcastic, old-
line politician who behaved like
a cernival barker and one who
couldn’t possibly see right from
wrong, even when it was star-
ing him in the face.”

So the overriding isste, ac-
cording to Mr. Hughes, is whe-
ther the voters in this predom-
inantly Republican and rural
district have been repelled by
Mr. Nixon and by all he repre-
sents, and whether they will
take their anger out on the
four-term incombent who has
defended Mr. Nixon so aggres-
sively. There is only one inde-
pendent candidate in the Con-
gressional race here, Andrew
Wenger, a builder, who is not
expected to be a factor in the
campaign.

In part the 53-year-old Mr.
Sandman agrees with his op-
ponent.- “There’ll be no votes
for Hughes,” he says. “All the
votes will be ei ther for or
against me.”

However, there are other in-
terpretations of Mr. Sandman:s
impeachment role: The one by
State Senator James S. Cafiero,
a Cape May County Republican,
seems to exemplify most of Mr.
Sandman’s supporters received
him.

“Sure, the professorial types
and the egg heads would say he
looked like a swashbuckling,
two-bit politician,” Senator Ca-
fiero said. “But to 99 per cent
of the people here, Charlie
Sandman showed. he had guts.
He stood up with the best of
them, his chest high, and held
his own. They like that around
here.” i

Of course the sagging econo-
my and the 8 per cent unem-
ployment rate that it has gener-
ated in this area is a paramount
concern, as it is everywhere
else. And ithas made Mr. Sand-
man uneasy.

In an interview at his Vine-
land district office, which has
been stripped of all pictures of
Mr. Nixon, Mr. Sandman con-
ceded, “It’s going to be tough
on Republicans.” He also con-

er candidate, he defeated Mr.
Hughes in 1970 by only 4,000
votes.

Since then, the district has
been reapportioned and now in-
cludes all of Cape May and At-
lantic counties, as well as por-
tions of Cumberland, Salem,
Burlington and Ocean Counties.
1t has also seen major Demo-
cratic gains, many of them pre-
cipitated by local RepubBlican
scandals.

But Mr. Sandman is counting
on his high political profile and
the intrinsically conservative
Republican, middle - American
and rural character of his con-
stitutency. His district .is one
that many here regard as below
the Mason-Dixon Line, even
though the line stopped short of
New Jersey, at the Delaware
River. The district has gone De-
mocratic only once in Tecent

history, during the landslide in
1964 for President Lyndon B.
Johnson.

In his campaign, Mr. Sand-
man emphasizes .his seniority
and President Ford’s warning
that big Demiocratic Congres-
sional gains would create a
veto-proof Congress.

“Now who the hell would
want that,” Mr. Sandman asks,
“particularly since anyone dis-
gusted with Congress has go to
be disgusted with the Demo-
cratg who control.it.”

Both candidates support the
proposa] for casino gambling in
the state. ; T

For his part, Mr. Hughes, a|
former Cape May County assis-
tant prosecutor, has attacked
heavy defense spending, cor-
porate special interests that he
says have prevailed at the ex-

-

ceded that it might be tough on
him, too. ?

For one thing, Mr. Sandman '
lost the gubernatorial election
last year to Byrne in the big-
gest gubernatorial landslide in
New Jersey’s history. As a con-
sequence, Mr. Sandman is still
in debt and he still carries the
stigma of losing in that election
five of the six counties that
make up his district. Further-
more, despite winning re-elec-
tion here in the 1972 Nixon
Presidential landslide by a mar-
gin of 66,000 votes over anoth-
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His Chances of Re-election
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