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Watergate, Inflation
Working Against
incumbents in Pa.

By Spencer Rich

PITTSBURGH—In Penn-
~sylvania, where ticket-split-
" iting is common, the smart
‘money ‘says that ‘both Re-

publican’ Sen. Richard S.
~Schweiker and Democratic
" Gov. Milton Shapp will
+handily win wreelection to
“second terms.

But double digit inflation,
' taxpayer revolt and Water-

" gate have created some .un- .

“certainties. Schweiker, . lib-
eral, antiwar, with a strong
. _pro labor reecord, is up against
Democrat Péte Flaherty, a
‘handsome, charismatic, con-
servative Irishman who looks
‘and sounds like Jack Kennedy
“with a big nose.

Flaherty’s chief campaign '

issue is inflation and the
-economic downturn,: which:
he blames -on overspending
by the U.S. government, Hit-
ting Schweiker every day as.

one of the biggest spenders -

in Congress, he is greatly
aided by the reputation he.
earned as mayor of Pittstiirgh,
he beat the machine twice to

win election, he faced down’

the Teamsters and the gar-
-+ bagemen, and he lowered taxes
-when everywhere else they
“were going up. o
Schweiker has a $700,000
war chest and the backing
“of the state AFL-CIO ‘and
‘'other big unions. He de-
‘tached himself early from
“Watergate, calling for Presi-
‘dent Nixon’s resignation last
May, months before other
- Republicans dared do so. He

is widely known ithroughout

the state, and he has been
very popular, holding onto
some conservative pockets
with the same opposition to

gun comtrel ,that enabled

him to win an upset victory
in 1968. His polls show him
way ahead everywhere bui
in Flaherty’s native west.
Flaherty, a Democrat
without labor money, will
end up with less than $200,-
000 to spend, Ilittle TV,

hardly any organization of

his own, and scant recogni-

tiom in the eastern part of
‘the state (although %e is put-:
ting $85,000 into a TV cam-
paign in Philadelphia to

wind up the campaign).
By all accounts Flaherty

-should lose, and lose big. .
But his amazing success in.-
beating the bosses in Pittse

burgh, plus the possibility

‘that it will be a big Demo: *
cratic year nationwide, with. '

inflations the top issue

over, has created uneasiness.:

in_some GOP circles, espe-

cially since Flaherty’s repus: -

tation as a tax-cutter seems

to be well established in me,___,;

public mind.

In the governor’s race,

-state income tax, he claims

. turn out. . -

Shapp, 62, a cable - TV mil--
lionaire who plays the violin
and writes songs and poetry
in his spare time, is opposed
by Drew Lewis, 43, a busi-
ness executive and Schweiker
{riend. )

Democrat Shapp, who womn
by 500,000 votes in 1970,
looks and sounds like "=

‘stern but wise and kind Jew-

ish grandfather. Running as a
man of compassion and busi-
‘ness acumen, he claims he
rescued the “state  govern-
ment from near bankruptey
and has fostered rent aid to
the elderly poor and similar
public benefits to disadvan-
taged groups.

Early in tl\1e year his polls
showed him leading the lit-
tle known Lewis 60 to 20,
with 20 per cent undecided.

But Lewis, a very good
campaigner in small and
medium-sized  groups, has
moved through the state

‘tirelessly, focusing on regu-
‘lar GOP voters plus the

young. He has been closing

“.the gap, greatly helped by. a
~mini - Watergate scandal in
" theShapp administration.

. Lately, Lewis has been

concentrating on demands

for “integrity” in state gov-
ernment. ‘Aided by the cor-
Tuption issue and charges
that Shapp has imposed a

he is only a few" points be-
hind and about to move
ahead. . . ‘

Shapp aides and most .
nonpartisan observers - dis-
pute this, and Shapp said
last week he will win by
500,000 if 3.3 million of the
5.5 million: "r‘egistered' voters

Observers say Shapp isn’t
likely to win by that, but is
still comfortably ahead. The
corruption issue is hurting
him, however.

No one charges him with
any personal wrongdoing,
but rather with being soft
on corruption and kickbacks
within his administration.

Frank Hilton, recently
fired as secretary of prop-
erty and supplies, and Wil-
liam R. Casper, state Demo-
cratic treasurer who also
holds a state job, have. been
indicted, and the Philadel-
phia Inquirer has endorsed
Lewis, opposing Shapp “on
the strength of the integrity
and corruption issue alone.”

_Shapp, who has labor sup-
port and who spent heavily
out: of his own pocket in
1966 (when he lost) and 1970
(when he won), expects to
spend $1.2 million this year.
Lewis said he’ll spend the
same abount. But efforts to
tar Shapp with a mini-
Watergate have been some-
what undercut by Demo-
cratic countercharges that
Lewis has been taking big
same amount: . But efforts. to

ers-and friends of former

President  Nixon, ' namely,
Richdrd Mellon Scaife; Pitts-
burgh millionaire associated
with thé Mellon Bank fam-

iy;~dnd " F. Eugene (Fitz)

: xﬁ,bntlls ‘back, when
avgfs,whs‘ short’ of funds, he

borrowed $250,000 efich from

Scaife and Dixon (who is the
chairman of Hhis " ¢ampaign

~committee):  Lewis snorts
/that ‘the  loans were per-

fectly open and above
board, that he is paying 14

-pet-cent interest and is pay-
- ing them: off from. fundrrais-

_ing dinners.

Democrats hold a 400,000

advantage in voter registra-.

tion, though the GOP led by
150,000 four or five years
ago. ;

. Both Schweiker, whose re-
ligion is a little-known Prot-
estant German group called

. Schwenkfelders, and the Ro-

man Catholic Flaherty, are
48. Flaherty, who captured
all .three nominations in
1973 when he ran for re-elec-
tion as mayor,. is generally
conservative, and could si-
phon off many Republicans
and conservative Democrats
who resent Schweiker’s .lib-
eral, antiwar stance and -crit-
icism of Mr. Nixon. Flaher-
ty’s ‘style—a loner against

< the big interests—has been
hugely successful in his

home area, but whether he
can translate it to a big vie-
tory in. Philadelphia with
Shapp strong there is the
big question.




