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tans Said
To Offer |
Guilt Plea

Deal Proposed'
To Avert Trial .
For Felonies

By Richard M. Cohen
Washington Post Staff Writer
Former Commerce Secre-
tary Maurice H. Stans,
once former President
Nixon’s premier political
fund-raiser, has offered to
plead guilty to minor
charges relating to his 1972 )
campaign  fund-raising ac-
tivities in exchange for
having more serious charges
dropped, informed sources
said yesterday.

Stans’ lawyers broposed the
gig,a% to ouigoing special Water-
df prosecutor Leon Jawor-
si“more than two weeks ago,’
Sources said, but it wag not-

known what Jaworski’s re-
sponse was. ¢

At the time, sources said,
Jaworski told associates that
the decision on the Stans
case would be ‘4: tough de--
cision,”, possibly ‘the toughest
he had to make béfore leaving
office later this week. The pro-
.Dosed  deal, sources 'said, in-
cluded Stans’ offer :to pleaj
guilty to as many-as six tec
nical - misdemeanors in

ous felony “charges droppec
Neither Stans nor' his 1
vers could “be reached f
comment.
Stans, according to sources.
made the offer in an attempt -
to avoid prosecution’ - on
charges that he received iile-
gal campaign contribution
while either Secretary of Corg-’
merce in the first Nixgn ‘ag:
ministration or later when. | e
was chairman of the Fin, n‘ﬁée
| Committee for the Re-g]
of the President. F
In June, Jaworski y
court to explain his a
gain access to person
spondence between
Mr. Nixon by saying
Watergate grand
“circumstantial and dirget evi--
dence” that contribyfors to

Presidentr Nixon’s', 992 cam-
paign sought or Ie prom-
ised federal jobs. i . -}
“Circumstantieg at direct
evidence ''before grand
jury and known t £ special

prosecutor indicates prima fa-
cie (on its face)

said in papers fited in court.
Jaworski emp®asized, how-

jever, that he wag'not then pre-

|pared to say who, if anyonej

violated any federal laws.

Thus far, only one former
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