
he would engage in no third 
party negotiations. 

"He said. 'yes,' and-Alien 
told me the President WaS 
going to resign." 
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Haig 'Sold' Jaworski on Job 
By Ronald I. Ostrow 

Los Angeles Times 

a shi ngton 

Leon Jaworsiki was per-
suaded by former White 
House chief of staff Alexan-
der M. Haig Jr. to serve as 
Watergate special prosecu-
tor and over the succeeding 
nine months enjoyed an un-
usual working relationship 
with Haig. 

Jaworski also disclosed in 
an interview that he met se-
cretly with Haig at the 
White House aide's home on 
August 8 where Haig ad-
vised him President Nixon 
was going to resign within 
hours. 

Jaworski is, leaving as spe-
cial proseputer Friday to re-
turn to his Texas ranch. 

Haig resigned his White. 
House post last month and 
w a s named NATO com-
mander by President Ford, 
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a post he will assume later 
this year. • 

• "T t would be easy to 
' lame Haig," for the White 
House's resistance to ' the 
Watergate investigation. Ja.- 
worski said. "But you must 
remember the former Presi-
dent took over in January as 
far as Watergate went. It 
was Mr. Nixon calling the 
shots." 

"So far as I know,". Ja-
worski said, "Al Haig never 
misrepresented anything to 
me. He and I had a very pe-
culiar rapport. He 'talked 
plainly and bluntly. I 
couldn't help but like his 
manner; franbmess and can-
dor." 

In pinpointing-  Haig as the 
man most responsible for 
h i s becoming Watergate 
prosecutor, Jaworski re-
called an hour-long phone 
call the two men had after 
Mr. Nixon fired Archibald 
Cox as special prosecutor  

just a year ago. 

Haig "spoke of the almost 
revolutionary' state of the 
country and said he Was 
going to put the patriotic 
monkey on my back," Ja-
worski said. "I said the job. 
didn't have the independ-
ence that would be neces-
sary and he said, 'We'll give 
you the independence you 
want. The least. you can do 
is come up here.' He sent a 
plane for me the next morn-
ing." 

Late last year, Jaworski 
recalled, he discussed the 
March 21, 1973, White House 
tape with Haig — the re-
cording in which Mr. Nixon 
repeatedly,  aCknowledged 
that secret payments t o 
Watergate conspirator T. 
Howard Hunt Jr. were 
"blackmail." 

Haig "wasn't trying to 
play-  anything down;' Ja-
worski said, adding that 

Haig voiced "40p concern" 
over What the recording re-
vealed 4 r‘ • 

"Al was distressed, but he 
did not think it * showed any 
criminality," Jaworski said. 
"He was told that by mem-
bers of the White House 
counsel's office." 

Jaworski would not speci-
fy who gave Haig that as-
sessment — one that Jawor-
ski foUnd untenable. 

"I told him he should get 
the best criminal lawyer in 
the country and have him 
listen to the tape." Jaworski 
said. 

He added that he did not 
think Haig was aware of oth-
er incriminating evidence 
that had been developed on 
Mr. Nixon by the special 
prosecutor's office. 

Recalling the final events 
beating 'to Mr. Nixon's resig-
nation, Jaworski told of an 

August. 5 phone call he re-
ceived biom Haig 
he told him the June -- 23, 
1972. recording that Jawor-
ski had been • seeking "di-
vulged some things that 
showed the (then) Presi-
dent's culpability." 

"I was out of town and got 
(another) call from Haig. 
He said "You ought to come 
back, " ' Jaworski said. "I re-
turned the next day (August 
8) and we • met at Haig's 
home. 

"We met there because 
the White House was stir-
rounded" by reporters. "If I 
was seen entering the White 
H o u s e, everybody would 
have said the President and 
I were plea bargaining." 

Jaworski said he began 
the conversation at Haig's 
home, saying: "Al; do we 
have an understanding that 
we're not going to have any 
understanding?" Signaling 


