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M
isjudged N

ixon m
otives, say C

ox, R
ichardson 

U
nited P

ress International 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 O

ne year after the S
aturday N

ight 
M

assacre, the tw
o principal victim

s, A
rchibald C

ox and 
E

lliot R
ichardson, say in hindsight they had m

isjudged 
R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n
's relu

ctan
ce to

 release th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

tapes. "M
y original prem

ise w
as that his (N

ixon's)m
ost im

-
portant objective w

as to achieve som
e com

prom
ise that 

w
ould resolve the issue of the subpoenaed tapes," R

ichard-
son, the form

er attorney general, said in an interview
. 

F
our of the principals of the last year's m

assacre w
ere 

interview
ed on the anniversary of the explosive incident. 

T
hree had no regrets as to their positions at the tim

e, and 
the fourth w

as sorry only that he had not "gone public" 
sooner than he did. 

"I g
av

e a g
o
o
d
 d

eal o
f th

o
u
g
h
t d

u
rin

g
 su

b
seq

u
en

t 
w

eeks to w
hether I m

ight have averted the firing of C
ox, 

and also averted the resignations of (D
eputy A

tty. G
en. 

W
illiam

 D
.) R

uckelshaus and m
yself," R

ichardson said. "I 
cam

e eventually to the conclusion that it could not have 
seen done. 

"I cam
e to that conclusion, really, only after several 

m
onths w

hen I decided the only w
ay you could account for 

the events of that w
eek w

as on the basis that the P
resident 

had determ
ined from

 the out set that w
hat he really w

anted 
w

as to get rid of M
r. C

ox. 

"A
t any rate, he (N

ixon) chose a strategy w
hich in-

volved being forced back, stop by step, never yielding any 
m

roe ground than he could prevent." 

It w
as the evening of O

ct. 20, 1973, that an angered 
N

ixon ordered C
ox fired ' because the special W

atergate 
prosecutor earlier that day had publicly refused to abandon 
his court battle to obtain the secret W

hite H
ouse tapes. 

T
he firing, achieved only after R

ichardson and R
uckel-

shaus left office in protest, precipitated a "firestorm
" of 

public protest w
hich led directly to H

ouse im
peachm

ent 
proceedings and eventually to N

ixon's resignation A
ug. 9. 

C
bx, interview

ed at C
am

bridge U
niversity in E

ngland, 
w

here he is teachim
g this year, said he m

ight have fought 
m

ore vigorously for the subpoenaed m
aterials had he real-

ized N
ixon's true intentions. 

"I w
as under the im

pression from
 A

ttorney G
eneral. 

R
ichardson that they (the W

hite H
ouse) w

ere going to sup 
ply it voluntarily," he said. 

"If I had felt this w
as not so, I suppose I w

ould have 
started getting out the subpoenas quicker." 

U
.S

. S
olicitor G

eneral 'R
obert H

. B
ork said he finally.t;. 

consented to fire C
ox that night, and to stay on, "too see f 

that there w
as no disarray in the executive branch and no-

m
ass departures from

 the D
epartm

ent of Justice." 

B
ork rem

ained as acting attorney general until W
illiarrr-. 

B
. S

axbe w
as sw

orn in last January. H
e then returned 

the solicitor general's job. 

R
uckelshaus said that looking back, he w

ould have in-
sisted on a m

eeting w
ith N

ixon about the tapes earlier that 
w

eek "so he could have seen first hand, so he could have 
heard first hand from

 his attorney general how
 he view

ed 
the w

hole problem
." 

N
either C

ox, R
ichardson nor R

uckelshaus expressed re-
gret over their positions that fateful S

aturday night a year 
ago. 


