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When he appears before Rep. IV-- 
liam Hungate's House Judiciary sub-
committee today, President Ford :s 
scheduled to be questioned on the 'm-
mediate background of his surprise 
pardon of Richard Nixon. The con-
gressmen should' ake advantage of 
this unusual situation to ask Mr. Ford 
about his personal views of Mr. Nix-
on's actions in the Watergate affair -
actions that led to the former Presi-
dent's resignation' and the Ford Par-
don. 

For his own part, Mr. Ford should 
welcome such questions and the 
chance to clarify his own position with 
regard to the guilt of his predecessor. 

part of the public shock over the 
pardon came from' the fact that it was 
not accompanied by a government bill 
of particulars — as was the case with 
Vice President Agnew's' plea. Nor did 
the statement released by Mr. Nixon at 
the time of the pardon coniess to th.c •  
commission of a crime. Rather it refer-
red to mistakes and misjudgments--
hardly acts justifying impeachment or 
requiring a presidenwal pardo.i. 

President Ford's request fo.. an 
$850,000 transition fund for Mr. Nixon, 
the pro-Nixon bias of the original 
agreement on disposit'on of the White 
House tapes and the continued failure 
of Mr. Ford to state directly his own 
views on Mr. Nixon's guilt have cre-
ated further doubts among the pub-
lic. Just what does this President, think 
about his predecessor's Wrter:,;ate 
conduct? 

The subcommittee members could 
open this area of questioning ,.'Jy as.K-
ing Mr. Ford what the specific crimi-
nal offenses were that Mr. Nixon had 

committed or taken part in for which 
the Sept.' 	8 pardon was granted. With 
the Watergate cover-up jury now se-
questered; President Ford can be spe-
cific and not interfere with the trial. 

If Mr. Ford says he cannot identify 
any particular crime, he could be 
asked if he now believes that Mr. 
Nixon committed any impeachable ,of-
fenses. A blanket reference to the per-
suasiveness of the House Judiciary 
Committee report — such jas the one 
Mr. Ford made at a recent press con-
ference — does not' really indicate 
what President Ford himself thinks. 

Another way to approach the subject 
is to ask why President Ford thinks 
Mr. Nixon resigned. Does he believe 
Mr. Nixon was driven from office be-
cause political events and news mecii:1 
pressure destroyed his political base? 
Or does Pres:Pent Ford believe Mr. 
Nixon recognized that the contents of 
the Juni 23, 1972, White House tape 
showed the former President took part 
in obstruction of justice? That tape and 
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other evidence would have been laic, 
out in detail at a Senate impeachment 
trial and Mr. Nixon would have been 
required to rebut or explain his acts. 

Mr. Ford could also be asked when 
he learned • first of the contents of " the 
June 23, 1972, tape, and what his reac-
tion to 'it was. Mr. Ford termed the 
House Judiciary Committee's original 
app :oval o 	the ITrst ar,:c..e el. :in- 
peachment a partisan 	When the 
June 2,3 tap was mac„. pubic 
3, he said only taat 	would no !enger 
lepert 	u, :v 	s be' e. ;.ha 
President is not guilty of an impeacha-
ble oiterise." 

Mr. Nixon and his closest associates 
have always maintained there was 
nothing really wrong in wiretapping a 
political opponent—that it had been 
done in earlier campaigns by both par- 

Mr. Pincus is executive editor of 
The New Republic. 

ties. Does Mr. Ford believe that to 
have been the case? Mr. Nixon's aides 
have also said it was not surprising 
that in the midst of the presidential 
campaign, there was an effort made to 
cover up the fact that over-enthusiastic 
campaign aides did something wrong. 
They further argue that the anti-Nixon 
press and the former President's long-
time opponents have blown the entire 
Watergate affair totally out of propor-
tion. Does Mr. Ford believe that to 
have been the ease? 

Mr. Ford is going to be asked if he 
had demanded or at least requested 
that Mr. Nixon make some statement 
about his past actions in connection 
with the pardon. When the pardon 
proclamation was under discussion, 
White House Counsel Philip Buchen 
told Mr. Nixon's lawyer, Herbert J. 
Miller Jr., that it would be advisable 
hat—according , to Mr. Buchen—"as 

a statement as possible be issued 
by Mr. Nixon." Mr. Ford, however, 
should be asked by the congressmen 
why his. own pardon proclamation did 
not spell out the specific offenses for 
which Mr. Nixon was being pardoned. 
The presidential pardon power goes to 
",,ffenses"; in almost every pardon 
case, the document specifies the of- 

Ilse involved. There are some law• 
v'rs who believe•President Ford's par-
don would not stand a court challenge 
because it does not describe the crime 
or crimes involved. 

The subcommittee members should 
also ask Mr. Ford what effects he 
wanted his pardon to have- on the on-
going Watergate investigations being 
conducted by Special Prosecutor Leon 
Jaworski. Mr. Ford was given a list of 
10 specific investigations that could in-
vplve Mr. Nixon that were under way 
at the time of his pardon.. Did Presi-
dent Ford by his 'action want to have 
the investigations in those areas 
halted? Does he believe others, besides 
Mr. Nixon, involved in acts ranging 
from possible tax fraud to misusing 
FBI wiretaps to use of campaign funds 
for personal benefit should be prose-
cuted if evidence shows crimes were 
committed? Does Mr. Ford believe the 
"tiblic eventually should be informed 
of the results of such investigation to 
show that Mr. Nixon did or did not 
commit a crime? In short, does Presi-
dent Ford believe the Special Prosecu-
tor's office should eventually produce 
a report on what has been found in the 
investigation of the former President? 

President Ford, at the time of the 
pardon, voiced his desire that the 
Watergate "nightmare" be concluded. 
What blame for that "nightmare" does 
Mr. Ford place on his predecessor? 
Does he believe Mr. Nixon misused the 
public trust or fell victim to 
circumstances? Is Mr. Nixon now to be 
^onsldered a retired statesman to be 
onored as we have past Presidents? 
I' does President Ford look on Mr. 

as a man who brought dishonor 
- the Oval Office? , 
.'"-^sid^nt Ford's view of Mr. Nixon 

^ould play an important part in deter-
mining how the public views Mr. Ford. 

ep. Hungate and his colleagues have 
a unique opportunity through their 
questions to bring forth that informa-
tion. 

Questions for Mr. Ford 


