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th
at b

ecau
se o

f H
aig

's u
n
iq

u
e 

p
o
litical ro

le as a civ
ilian

 in
 

th
e N

ix
o
n
 W

h
ite H

o
u
se, an

d
 

q
u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t h

is in
v
o
lv

e-
m

en
t in

 sev
eral sen

sitiv
e is-

su
es, co

n
g
ressio

n
al co

m
m

it-
tees sh

o
u

ld
 h

av
e a ch

an
ce to

 
air th

ese issu
es w

ith
 h

im
 b

e-
fo

re h
e tak

es o
n
 th

e to
p
 m

ili-
tary

 jo
b
 in

 E
u
ro

p
e. 

T
h
e S

en
ate A

rm
ed

 S
erv

ices 
claim

ed
 C

o
m

m
ittee, at th

e u
rg

in
g
 o

f 

B
y M

ichael G
etler 

W
a.sh

in
ato

n
 P

o
st S

taff W
riter 

F
o
rm

er W
h
ite H

o
u
se ch

ief 
o
f sta

ff G
e
n
. A

le
x
a
n
d
e
r M

. 
H

a
ig

 Jr. w
a
s o

ffic
ia

lly
 re

-
tu

rn
ed

 to
 activ

e d
u
ty

 w
ith

 th
e 

U
. S

. A
rm

y
 y

e
ste

rd
a
y
. T

h
e
 

fo
u

r-star g
en

eral ap
p

aren
tly

 
w

ill assu
m

e h
is n

ew
 d

u
ties as 

th
e to

p
 U

. S
. an

d
 N

A
T

O
 co

m
-

m
an

d
er in

 E
u

ro
p

e n
ex

t m
o

n
th

 
w

ith
o

u
t co

n
g

ressio
n

al h
ear- 

in
g
s o

n
 th

e co
n
tro

v
ersial ap

-
pointm

ent. 
W

h
en

 th
h
e p

lan
s to

 recall 
H

aig
 to

 activ
e d

u
ty

 w
ere first 

o
ffic

ia
lly

 re
v
e
a
le

d
 b

y
 th

e
 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se early
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ep
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-
b

er, so
m

e co
n

g
ressm

en
, in

-
c
lu

d
in

g
 a

t le
a
st o

n
e
 o

n
 th

e
 

S
en

ate A
rm

ed
 S

erv
ices C

o
m

-
m

ittee, called
 fo

r h
earin

g
s o

n
 

the H
aig appointm

ent. 
T

h
ese law

m
ak

ers  

S
en

. W
illiam

 P
ro

x
m

ire (D
-

W
is.), w

h
o

 is n
o

t a co
m

m
ittee 

m
e
m

b
e
r, m

e
t p

riv
a
te

ly
 la

te
 

last m
o

n
th

 to
 d

iscu
ss w

h
eth

er 
to

 h
o
ld

 h
earin

g
s o

n
 th

e H
aig

 
a
p
p
o
in

tm
e
n
t. S

o
u
rc

e
s sa

y
 

h
o
w

ev
er, th

at n
o
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n
clu

sio
n
s 
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e
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a
c
h

e
d
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e
n

 a
n

d
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o
 

h
earin

g
s are sch

ed
u
led

. C
o
m

-
m

ittee C
h
airm

an
 S

en
. Jo

h
n
 C

. 
S

tennis (D
-M

iss.) is know
n not 

to favor such a session. 

W
ith

 H
a
ig

 sc
h
e
d
u
le

d
 to

 
leav

e th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates late 

th
is m

o
n

th
 to

 ta
k

e
 o

v
e
r a

s 
co

m
m

an
d
er o

f U
. S

. fo
rces in

 
E

u
ro

p
e o

n
 N

o
v
. 1

, an
d
 w

ith
 

C
o

n
g

ress ex
p

ected
 to

 start its 
election recess this w

eek, con-
g
ressio

n
al o

b
serv

ers say
 th

ere' 
is v

irtu
a
lly

 n
o
 c

h
a
n
c
e
 th

a
t 

hearings w
ill be held. 

T
h
e P

en
tag

o
n
 h

as claim
ed

 
th

at th
e E

u
ro

p
ean

 jo
b

 is n
o

t  o
n
e th

at req
u
ires S

en
ate co

n
-

firm
atio

n
, an

d
 cites v

ario
u
s 

sectio
n
s o

f th
e U

. S
. C

o
d
e to

 
support its view

. P
roxm

ire has 
cited

 o
th

er sectio
n
s to

 su
p
p
o
rt 

h
is v

iew
, b

u
t h
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 arg

u
ed

 
th

at, leg
al q

u
estio

n
s asid

e, th
e 

E
u
ro

p
ean

 ap
p
o
in
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en

t is im
-

p
o

rtan
t en

o
u

g
h

, an
d

 H
aig

's ca-
reer h

as b
een

 u
n

u
su

al en
o

u
g

h
, 

to
 w

arran
t at least airin

g
 th

e 
issues. 
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h
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m
e 

u
n
easin
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v
er th

e ap
p
o
in

t-
m

en
t rep
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m

 E
u
ro

p
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th
o
u
g
h
 w

ith
 th

e ex
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tio
n
 o

f 
th

e N
eth

erlan
d
s, th

e o
th

er 1
3
 

N
A

T
O

 allies voiced no official 
o
p
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 H
aig

. 
O

n
 D

ec. 1
5
, H

aig
 is to

 tak
e 

o
n

 th
e d

u
al ro

le as su
p

rem
e 

com
m

ander of N
A

T
O

 forces in 
E

u
ro

p
e, 	

th
e 	

traditional 
"seco

n
d
 h

at" w
o
rn

 b
y
 th

e o
ffi-

cer w
h
o
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m

m
an
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s th
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ere. 
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