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Critie Is Reinstated!

After White House Acts

By Willinm Gildea
Washington Post Steli W
¢ John E. Holt, the '‘General
‘Services Administration com-
| puter expert who was fired
with the personal approval of
| GSA head Arthur F. Sampsou,
{was reinstated hy Samps
iyesterday after the White
ouse intervened.

"The reinstatement followed
an earlier statement yesterdayv
by GSA in which it said it was
standing by its dismissal of
_,mo# ‘despite a 2-1, vote by a
'GSA job review panel Wed-
‘nesday to change Holt’s job
rating from unsatistactory to
satisfactory.

“i had a hunch it would
work out, after the review
board’s vote,” Holt said last
night “I feel pretty good now.”
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with the collection. Holt also
spoke out this vear against a
massive computer data bank
. project known as FEDNET,
since abandoned by GSA, that
‘had been criticized as a possi-
,Em invasion of privacy by,
ramong others, Mr. Ford.

¢ In her letter to the Presi-
‘ldent, Miss Holt, a student at

New Mexico State University,
{charged “a personal vendetta”

" against her father at GSA and

said, “It stands to reason that
i nobody goes from outstanding
1 to unsatisfactory ratings un-
! less he or she gets help from
upstairs.

“For my father to be perse-
cuted for freedom of speech
indicates that the system in
which we live is failing miser-
ably,” she wrote. #

Without the letter, IHolt
said, his job prebably would
not have been saved. “It was
really the trigger of the pub-

J licity,” he said. “I think the’

publicity helped the review
committee to focus its atten-
tion to get the report out be-
fore the 4th final day of
work.” _

The review panel—consist-
ing of ‘'an appointee by olt, one

by ‘Mmanagement, and a third
Lepresentative chosen by \%m_,,
other two — eliminated the,
grounds for dismissal when |
they changed the unsatisfae-|
tory rating. JEER R _

Nevertheless, GSA, in a press
release yesterday morning Bmam_
jno mention of the review panel’s|
faction. It made clesr that tae|
dismisal stood and concluded, |

"

ARTHUR F. SAMPSON
.+ . GSA chief yields

“Holt will receive a full review
of this action by the Civil Ser-
vice Commission, in accordance
with regulations.”

A member of the review board
had suggested earlier that if the
matter were prolonged until
the Civil Service Commission
could act, he believed the com-
mission would also decide in
Holt’s favor and that Holt
would then have to receive back
pay.

After GSA’s first announce-
ment yesterday it was learned
that the White House had in-
tervened with GSA. A White
House source said the presi-

‘dential legal staff made the

contact with GSA. Later yes-
terday GSA made the an-
nouncement of fHolt’s reinsta-
tement.

VICTORIA HOLT
. . . wrote President

Sampson rescinded the re-
moval action “based on the
report of a three-person panel
reviewing the unsatisfactory
ferformance = rating,” accord-
ing to a GSA spokesman. He
added that Holt was. offered
the option of keeping his pres-
ent job or changing ot a dif-i
ferent one within the agency.

Holt said he would. take the
new one, in a different depart-
ment, at the same GS-15 scale.

_

Floods in Sudan

Reuter
KHARTOUM, Oct. 4 — The
worst floods in a -decade have
left 250,000 people homeless ir
southern Sudan according to a
government announcement to-
day.




