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Ford Defends Pardoning of Nixon,

Calls Ebidence of Guilt

Reversal .

Of Early

Position

Still Weighing
Haig, terHorst
Replacements

Washington Post Staff Writer
President Ford, v1gorous-
ly defending his pardon of
former President Nixon: as
in the best interests of: the
nation, mnevertheless sald

last.nlght that Mr. Nixon’s

acceptance of a pardon
coul‘d ‘be construed as

‘tee_unanimously agreed ‘that

Mr. Nixon was guilty of an

impeachable offense “is very

persuasive evidence,” Mr. Ford |

said in a telev1sed news con-
ference,

The statements constltuted
a reversal of arguments Mr.
Ford made as Vice President
that he did not believe the for-

.mmer President was guilty. of

an impeachable offense.

At the second. press confer-i

ence | ofe his *administration,
where 14 of the 21 quest1ons
dealt with the pardon or re-

lated:issues, Mr. Ford also.de- .

clared that his predecessor .

had been ““shamed and dis-
graced” by his resignation.” ‘

Altk ough4 the President ‘ac-'
cepte 1the tough questioning
in good 8pirit, the intensity of
he probing indicated the hon-
eymoon with the press was
broken if net shattered. But
Mr. Ford maintained his com-
posure throughout. He joked
when asked who his next,
press secretary would be by
calling for volunteers, and
smiled when he found none.

He said he hoped to name
soon a successor to J. F. ter-
Horst, who resigned in protest
agalnst the Nixon pardon.

Mr. Ford also said he ex-
pected to name a successor to
Alexander M. Haig Jr. as
White House staff chief. Haig
yvesterday was named ‘com-
mander of American forces in
Europe and commanderg of
NATO. .

The President emphatlcally
denied that he made a ‘deal

he made

'Persua81ve

w1th the former President on
the pardon issue.: ‘

When  asked if there had
been such an arrangement, he
replied:

“There was no understand-
ing, no deal, between me and
the former President, nor be:
tween my staff and the staff
of the former President—none

~whatsoever.’

As he did yesterday with his

- decision on an offer of clem-

ency for Vietnam war desert-
ers and draft evaders, Mr.
Ford insisted that he was
thinking primarily of the na-
tion’s health and how to heal
old wounds when he pardoned
Mr. Nixon.

He conceded that the, par-
don “created more antagonism
than I anticipated,” but he
said that his “top priority”
was the health of the nation.

Looking down the: road, he
said, the view of a former
Presndent “in the dock” and
charged ‘with a criminal of-
fense would have left un-
healed wounds ~<that hdve
“festered'too’ long.” =
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“I had no secret reason,” for
issuing the parden, Mr: Ford
declared in answer to the
news conference’s first gques-
tion. i
. In a brief opening statement
noting the beginning of the
Jewish new  year (Rosh
Hashanah) and its emphasis|
on examining the deeds of the
past year, Mr. Ford seemed to
be ex plalnmg his position on
"the pardon. He said that “the
record of the past vear does
not have to he eundlessly re-
lieved, but can be transformed
by commitment, new insights
and new actions in the year to
“come.

Mr. Ford also said he had no|
ms1de information on the for- |
mer. Presmten‘ds health when'

his decision.” He;j
would not disclose what infor-|
mation he has isince received |
on the health question. i

The main concern he had inj
issuing the pardon, Mr. I‘md
repeatedly emphasized, was to
end the “turmoil and divisive-
ness in American society”

‘caused by two years of Water-

-gate so that public officials
and others could concentrate
on the domestic and foreign.
issues.

As long as the divisions con-
tinued, he said, responsible of-
{icials could not give their te-
tal attention to the nation’s|
business. Therefore, he argued |
that in the long run his par-|
don decision was right.

The President insisted that
he was still committed to
building ah open and candid

question, withou gény,reserva-
tion.”

Defending” t‘ae demswn
give the former Presi
eventual control of his tapes
and papers, Mr. Ford said they
will be available “under sub
| poena for any cmmmal proced-
ldw“” “. I
| His staff is working with the|for
| special prosecutor’s staff to al-
{leviate any concerns it may
. have concerning access 1o ihe
‘tapes, the President said.

i He said that he agreed some )
| time ago to give his congres-|
"sional: and vice 'owe'd-,.tztai
papers' to the Umversn rrof
‘Michigan. \

\

“T have no desire perso
to retain whatever p:
comeout of my adminisira
tion,” he said. )

In replying "to a. question|*
about,the possibility of a de-|"!
pression, the President
the Lountly does not face t
threat,

“We do have 'the problen
inflation,” ‘he. said.  “We
have “related . problems, o
we're  going to come uj
some ‘answers that I hope
solve;those problems. We
not going to have a de;
sion.”
The announcement of Haig’
pooxntment was made
Washm"ton and Brussels|ct
prior ‘to the President’s news
conferenee i
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'y‘ service last year
over -as  White

Watergate
succeeded President !
staff ¢hief, H. R. (Bob) -
man, who resigned under fire.

Theé:-general’s appointment
as Elji‘opean commander has
been’; expected for scveral
‘ week,sk and it was opposed by
some™ Amerlcan diplomats as
| well a's by some NATO mem-
bers.”

Haig, 49, will succeed Ger

Andrew J. Goodpaster " a:
NATO chief on Dec. 15 bui
will - assume command {

American troops Nov. 1. He
expected’ to leave his White
House post at the end of this
week for a vacation.

The President’s choice o
Haig: was approved ni- I
mously by NATO’s defense
planning committee in rrn»i
sels yesterday, shortly beforve
the ‘White House announce-
ment!




By Frank Johnston—The Washington Post
President Ford: Nixon pardon “created more antagonism than I anticipated.”



