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Plan for Public Access 
To Nixon apers Gains 

SEN. MIKE MANSFIELD 
... explains proposal 

SEN. JACOB K. JAVITS 
. , . backs Mansfield 

By Spencer Rich 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

A move to force President 
Ford to grant full public ac-
cess to all of Richard M. Nix-
on'a Watergate tapes and doc-
uments is gaining momenturn 
in the Senate, and may win 
approval from the Govern-
ment Operations Committee 
on Thursday. 

The proposal is being spur-
. red by Majority Leader Mike 

Mansifeld (D-Mont ), who took 
the Senate floor yesterday to 
assert that a presidential or- 
der 	Mr. Nix,n custody 
of the tapes and papers may 
eventually result in destruc-
tion or suppression of vital 
parts of the Wetergate we-
ds-nee. 

,rants President 
:Ford, re;lardles4 of his agree-
ment with Mr. Nixon on the 
paiers, to retain physical con-
trol fear the time being and to 
see that 	materials perti- 
nent to th- \Vateti.i2ate scandal 
and related matters are made 
public. 

yesterdae, his proposal 
,rosier the baCkine of Sen. Ja-
cob le. Javits (N.Y.), second-
ranki n g Republican on the 
Government Operations Com-
e:ere Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. 

I. chairman 0( Govern- 
meet Oper7itions, alSo favors 
t e or, rept and Isentetelespub-
linen Charles H. Percy (111)- is 
expected to bark it as well. 

tnitial,4gfie, in-
tisviured last week. declared it 
the sense (if the Senate that 
PreSident Pond should assure 
puhlic rictes to the Nixon doe-
ument. Such a resolution 
isn't binding. but Jayne said 
yesterday that when the pro-
posal is voted on Thursday, he 
,expects . the committee to 
.'t.y.pf It up in the proper way 
so thrtt it is binding." ., 

;filer° is substantialbg 
q1 	

aent- 
i:!,r.ii-ii , 	Capitol Hill about the 
;:-;rvc-infirit between Mr. Itord 
and Mr. Nixon turning over 
t he papers and tapes. Stacked 
up behind Maittileld'a pro-
posal, which talks only of Ptib• 
Ito access to the material-1c ere 

rely-Aber of Mlle trite have  

will be before the Government 
Operations Committee, but im-
mediate action is expected 
only on the Mansfield pro-
posal. The others: 

• Sen. Birch Bayh (D-Inde 
on Feb, 4 introduced legislation 
eeelaring that public papers of 
elected officials of the United 
States are the property of the 
government, and cannot be 
taken away at the end. of a 
term of office. 

• Javits said yesterday he Is 
introducing legislation similar 
to Bayh's bill, but applying 
only to the President and Vice 
President, starting with Mr. 
Nixon. • 

• Ervin and Sen. Gaylord 
Nelson (D-Wis.) have agreed to 
cosponsor legislation providing 
that, regardless of the Ford-
Nixon agreement, the govern-
ment Shall retain complete 
possession of all tapes record-
ed during Mr. Nixon's term 
in office. Some form of com-
pensation to Mr. Nixon for 
government retention of the 
tapes would be possible, under 
this bill. 
. Mansfield told the Senate, 

"The public papers of the 
Preindency used in the trans- 

the effect of reversing the -  action of the people's business 
Ford-Nixon agreement and belong not to any one person, 
making the rapers the posses- but to the government and 
sion of the United States. All through the government to 

the people. There ie no law 
which states that these papers 
become the property of a re-
tiring or resiging President." 

Mansfield said it is only  
tom that permits presidents to 
take their public papers away 
when they leave office, and he 
thinks it's wrong. He 'said he 
opposes the General Services 
Administration's request for 
$110,000 to build a vault in 
California to help store the 
Nixon documents, saying the 
proper storage place is the Na-
tional Archives. 

He cited an 1841 opinion by 
Justice Joseph Story that un-
der certain condition "it-  may 
be the right and even the duty 
of the government to give 
them (public documents) pub-
licity, even against the will of 
the writers." 

On Sept. 9, The Washington 
Post incorrectly reported that 
as part of the agreement con-
cerning his tapes and presi-
dential papers, Mr. Nixon 
would possess both of the keys 
necessary for access to them. 
In fact, Mr. Nixon. will hold 
one key and officials of the 
General Services Administra-
tion will have the other. 


