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CLAY T. WHITEHEAD 
He said the transition team was 'concerned' 

SFehronicip„ 	 SEP 1 6 1974 
Fear of Military Influence 

Advisers' Plea to Ford 
Washington 

Clay T. Whitehead, a 
member of President Ford's 
transition team, said yester-
day the group has recom-
mended a cutback in milita-
ry influence at the White 
House. 

"W e were concerned 
about the heavy military in-
fluence at the White House" 
during the waning days of 
Richard M. Nixon's adminis-
tration, Whitehead said in a 
televised interview. 

Citing the strong role of 
General Alexander M. Haig 
as White House chief of 
staff, Whitehead noted that 
"there have been a number 
of military officers doing 
substantive staff jobs in the 
White House." 

"We felt that that was for 
the large part inappropriate 
a n d recommended that 
there be a curtailing or cut-
back in that area," White- 
head said. 	' 

Haig's resignation is ex-
pected to be announced this 
week. He is under considera-
tion to be commander of 
U.S. and NATO forces in Eu-
rope.  

munications Policy, said 
Haig "was too important op- 
erationally to the President" 

to be replaced as soon as 
Mr. Ford took over. 

It would be exaggerating, 
Whitehead noted, to say that 
Haig became "surrogate 
President" while Mr. Nixon 
was increasingly preoccu-
pied with Watergate and im-
peachment. 

But Whitehead added that 
Haig "certainly had much 
more power concentrated in 
any one man, short of the 
President, than we've ever 
seen before, and far more 
than would be healthy in 
normal circumstances." 

Appearing on the CBS pro-
gram "Face the Nation," 
Whitehead said the transi-
tion team made no recom-
mendations concerning a 
possible pardon of Mr. Nix-
on, because "it was some-
thing we didn't feel that the 
President needed urgent ad-
vice on." 

Whitehead said h e be-
lieves Mr. Ford should have 
waited until Mr. Nixon was 
indicted before pardoning 
the ex-president. "My per-
sonal judgment is that the 
timing of it was a mistake," 
he said. 
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Whitehead, who is resign-
ing as director of the White 
House Office of Telecom- 


