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• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

S
om

e years ago a colleague of m
ine, 

a rep
o

rter, w
as sen

t to
.*

 M
ary

lan
d
 

P
en

iten
tiary

 to
 w

itn
ess th

e h
an

g
in

g
 

o
f th

ree felo
n
s, tw

o
 o

f w
h
o
m

 w
ere 

b
lack

, T
h
e w

h
ite m

an
 w

as h
an

g
ed

 
first, w

hich prom
pted m

y colleague to 
n
o
te in

 h
is sto

ry
 th

at •in
 M

ary
lan

d
, 

ev
en

 o
n
 th

e g
allo

w
s)  th

e w
h
ite m

an
 

w
en

t first. 	
. 	

. -
 

T
he editor excised this observation, 

of course, on a num
ber of journalisti-

cally
 ju

stifiab
le g

ro
U

n
d

s, b
u

t ,h
av

e 
b
een

 rein
in

d
ed

 o
f it ag

ain
 th

iS
 w

eek
 

by the uproar over the- N
ikon pardon 

and the content* that P
resident F

O
rd 

h
as b

etray
ed

 th
e p

rin
cip

le o
f 'eq

u
al 

justice under law
." 

In
 M

ary
lan

d
 at th

at tim
e it w

as so
 

universally understood that w
hite m

en 
w

en
t first, law

 o
r n

o
 law

, th
at it w

as 
coniiderect.  c

h
ild

ish
ly

 flip
p

a
n

t to
  

b
u
rd

en
 a ro

u
tin

e h
an

g
in

g
 sto

ry
 w

ith
 

'w
elt' incidental `sociological data. 

•  
B

y
 th

e
A  sam

e tO
k
en

, o
n
e assu

m
es 

th
at m

o
st ,A

m
erican

s to
d
ay

 are., so
 

thoroughly itW
are..9f thC

 double stand-
ard

 at, law
 th

at' th
ey

 w
o
o
d
 scarcely

 
lift an ear at new

s,that it had been sp-
illed

 in
 the case of a form

er P
resident. 

T
O

O
 of ; the com

plaining aboU
t a 

betrayal of ."equal justice under law
" 

can probably be dism
issed as. political 

.cant W
hose purpose is to U

ndeim
ine 

'P
resid

en
t fo

fcl's,h
ig

h
' stan

d
in

g
 in

 th
e 

popularity 	
A

s political balpney 
it is probably .tolerable

Jrw
e. lceep in 

m
in

d
 th

a
t, 
	

com
es .fro

M
 p

eo
p

le 
uniquelY

'' O
S

itiO
n
e
d
 to

 	
excused 

fro
m

 th
e h

aish
ie rig

o
rs!' o

f th
i Iaw

 
lri'M

atteri ranging `from
 druriken driv-

ing andassaulting polibeinen r upW
krd 

'throtigh the blbodlesi felonies 
A

 
cry

in
g

 fo
r e9

n
al ju

stice u
n

d
er 

: law
 is as ab

su
rd

 as a M
afia.  'capo de-

M
ending an honeS

t judge. 
 

O
B

S
E

R
V

E
R

 

	

, 	
. 

W
h
at is tru

ly
 d

istu
rb

in
g
, h

o
w

ev
er, 

are the m
any reports w

e hive had this 
• w

eek
 o

f teach
ers ask

in
g
 O

u
r states-

m
en hoW

 they can go on teaching the 
young about equal justice pricier, law

 
after the N

ixon pardon., 
T

h
e alarm

in
g

 su
g

g
estio

n
 h

ere is 
th

at, teach
ers h

av
e 'b

een
 tellin

g
 ch

il-
dren all 'along to expect equal justice 

, u
n
d
er law

. S
u
ch

 teach
in

g
 is. lik

e en
- 

couraging .belief 'in S
anta C

laus and 
b

aS
,n

o
 p

lace in
 th

e ed
u

catio
n

al sy
s-

Jew
, at ,.least after the. second or. third 

	

grade. ,
. ' 	

. 
th

ere can
scarcelY

, b
e a•  sen

sib
le 

adult alive w
hO

 doei not instinctively 
know

 that the law
 w

ill be his suppO
rt 

o
r h

is en
em

y
 in

 p
ro

p
o
rtio

n
 to

 th
e 

strength of his position in . the C
om

-
m

u
n
ity

, w
h
ich

 is to
 say

, in
 p

ro
p
o
r- 

tio
n
 to

 h
is w

ealth
 • o

r-to
 h

is p
o
w

er. 
If y

o
u
, are sto

p
p
ed

 b
y
 th

e co
p
s fo

r 
w

eaving boozily. .through-• late-night 
traffic, y

o
u
 w

ill b
e fan

 w
iser to

 b
e a 

C
ongressm

an in a large new
 car than 

an unem
ployed hod• carrier' in a 1950 

C
hevrolet w

ith:  one %
;fender -m

issing; 
and if teachers are teaching anything: 
else after th

e th
ird

 g
rad

e th
ey

 o
u
g
h
t 

to be sent back to teachers college. 
P

aren
ts g

en
erally

 in
stru

ct, th
eir 

young w
isely in these m

atters. B
lacks  

an
n
als o

f crim
e w

o
u
ld

 . tu
rn

 u
p
 th

e 
'n

am
es o

f o
n
e o

r tw
o
 rich

 m
en

 w
h
o
 

have been hanged, but no nam
es com

e 
im

m
ediately to m

ind. 
E

x
e
c
u
tio

n
, in

 fa
c
t, h

a
s b

e
e
n
 so

 
d
istin

c
tiv

e
ly

 a
 p

o
o
r b

la
c
k
 m

a
n
's 

p
u

n
ish

m
en

t th
at th

e S
u

p
rem

e C
o

u
rt 

recently condem
ned it on the ground 

th
at it co

n
stitu

ted
 to

o
 flag

ran
t an

 ex
-

ercise of inequality under the law
. T

he 
enduring-pressures 'for its restoration 
su

g
g

est, h
o

w
ev

er, th
at stro

n
g

 p
u

b
lic 

appetite for unequal justice under law
 

still thrives despite this w
eek's outcry 

ag
ain

st seein
g

 th
e sam

e g
reat p

rin
ci-

ple applied to M
r. N

ixon. 
E

q
u

al ju
stice u

n
d

er law
;  it w

o
u
ld

 
seem

, ought to be m
ore equal in som

e 
cases than in others. 	

• 
It is doubtful that A

m
ericans really 

w
an

t eq
u
al ju

stice u
n
d
er law

; 'th
at 

th
e w

h
ite m

ajo
rity

 really
 w

an
ts to

 b
e 

subjected to the'sarne code of policing, 
trial and sentencing that applies to the 

black m
inority; or that w

ell-to-do ex-
ecu

tiv
es b

eh
in

d
 th

e w
h
eel w

ith
 to

o
 

m
an

y
 m

artin
is really

 w
an

t to
 b

e p
u
t 

in jail w
ith beery hod carriers instead 

o
f b

ein
g
 tak

en
 h

o
m

e an
d
 p

u
t to

 b
ed

; 
o
r th

at rich
 m

en
 w

h
o
 m

ig
h
t "m

ak
e 

a m
istak

e," as M
r. N

ix
o
n
 h

as m
ad

e, 
really

 w
an

t to
 b

e cag
ed

 at A
tlan

ta 
w

ith
 u

n
co

u
th

 y
o

u
n

g
sters fro

m
 th

e 
` streets W

hose m
istakes are m

ade w
ith 

b
u
rg

lar to
o
ls an

d
 h

an
d
 g

u
n
s in

stead
 

of tax form
s and bank accounts. 

L
aw

 reflects a, n
atio

n
's co

n
sen

su
s 

'ab
o
u
t h

o
w

 so
ciety

 o
u
g
h
t to

 b
e o

r-
g
an

ized
; an

d
 in

 its p
resen

t state in
 

this country it reflects a contentm
ent 

w
ith

 a
 ju

stic
e
 th

a
t g

ra
n
ti sp

e
c
ia

l 
d
isp

en
satio

n
 fo

r m
o
n
ey

 an
d
 p

o
w

er. 
Instinctively, w

e all recognize this and 
govern our .actions accordingly. If w

e 
know

 the rules of the gam
e. and sub-

scribe to them
, w

hat is •it but hypoc-
risy

 to
 co

m
p
lain

 b
ecau

se th
ey

 are 
applied am

ong P
residents? 

o
ften

 train
 th

eir ch
ild

ren
 fo

r su
rv

iv
al 

b
y
 teach

in
g
 th

em
-to

- fear th
e law

. 
M

iddle-class w
hites caution their sons 

against driving the ,N
ew

 Jersey T
urn-

p
ik

e w
ith

' lo
n

g
 h

air. T
h

e ,rich
 'teach

 
the w

isdom
 of itnipediately calling a 

laW
yer. 

N
one of this is to say that the ideS

1  
o

f eq
u

al ju
stice 'IS

 h
o

t o
ccasio

n
ally

 
realized. It is; •som

etinies,'but a person 
w

o
u
ld

 :b
e fo

o
lish

 to
• co

u
n
t -o

n
 it. 

D
o

u
b

tless a th
o

ro
u

g
h

 cu
llin

g
 o

f th
e 


