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Spending for Nixon 
Is Upset, So G.S.A. 
Shifts to Ford Fund 
NYTimes SEP 1 4 197 
WASHINGTON, Sept. 13 (AP) 

—Government auditors have 
ruled that the General Services 
Administration, had no authori-
ty to spend money for former 
President Richard M. Nixon's 
transition to private life with-
out first getting ann appropriat-
ion from Congress. 

As a result, the G.S.A. ob-
tained approval today to use 
money from a special fund ap-
propriated by Congress, ° for President Ford. 

Government documents show 
that the new Administration 
authorized• spending up to 
$450,000 for Mr. Nixon a week 
before it asked Congress to ap-
propriate funds for the transi-tion. 

The G.S.A. has already com-
mitted about $6,000 of that mo-
ney, but Controller General El-
mer B. Staats said it was not 
authorized to do so. 

President Ford's request for 
$850,000 to help Mr. . Nixon's 
transition ran into stiff Con-
gressional opposition when the 
G.S.A. tried to defend the  

amount in Senate and House 
hearings this week. 

Advance expenditures were 
approved by Roy L. Ash, di-
rector of the White House Of-
approvaed by Roy L. Ash, di-
fice of Management and Budg-
et, in a letter to the General 
Services Administrator, Arthur 
F. Sampson, dated Aug. 21. 

Mr. Ash told Mr. Sampson 
that he was granting the au-
thority "in anticipation of reim-
bursement from a supplemental 
appropriation under the Pres-
idential Transition Act." 

The next day, G.S.A. head-- 
quarters in Washington sent a 
"priority" message to its re- ' 
gional director in San Francis-
co. 

"This message constitutes 
your authority to proceed to 
obligate and disburse" up to 
$450,000 to cover obligations 
related to the Nixon transition, 
the message said. 

It was disclosed today that in 
addition to 13 White House 
staff members still on the pay-
roll but working exclusively for 
the former President there are 
at least eight and perhaps as 
many as 17 other Government 
employes still in Mr. Nixon's 
service. 	

• They include Mr. Nixon's per-
sonal maid and valet, a military 
aide, three drivers, a medical 
corpsman and one or more 
G.S.A. secretaries. 


