Y+ PARDON, From Al
4§ress secretary Ronald Zieg-
Ter. '

© A source with knowledge
‘of the meeting described
Mr. Nixon as appearing
"‘despondent.”

. “He was depressed, quiet,
‘moody, and sullen,” the
:source said. “He looks 20
g{ears older than his age.”

. Becker and Miller arrived
‘at San Clemente at 11 p.m.
‘Sept. 5.and spent three
Jhours with ~ Ziegler, the
‘source said. .

. During these and subse-
,‘quent negotiations, the key

point of contenti;)n waé thﬁ
. degree of control Mr. Nixon
would have over his White
House papers and tapes.

- The two sides eventually

agreed that Mr. Nixon
would retain ownership and
control over the tapes and
documents, but they would

. be kept in the custody of

the federal government.

In this way, the source
said, the White House hoped

to remove itself from the re-
sponsibility * of producing
documents or tapes when re-
quested to do so by court or-
der. A chief reason for this

‘Mr.

- desire, the source said, was

that it would be difficult for
persons not connected with
Nixon to determine -
which tapes or papers were

‘called for.

The source pointed out
that the tapes are not in-
dexed and carry no listing
of the participants in the
recorded conversations.

Under the agreement that

was worked out, however,
the government has respon-

sibility for the security of
the documents and tapes.

The final meeting with
Mr. Nixon took place in his
formal office mear his San

Clemente estate. The meet-
ing, which began at about 4
p.m., lasted half an hour, the
source said. i

Mr. Nixon was wearing a
dark suit and tie and a
white shirt. b
© After pleasantries’ were
exchanged, the participants
discussed terms of the agree-
“ ments. Since Mr. Nixon
already knew that he was to
be pardorned, he did not
seem relieved by the meet-
ing, the source “said. i

Instead, he appeared tired
and “sad.” The impression,
the source said, was not
that Mr. Nixon had been
apprehensive about being
convicted but that he was
showing-the effects of “what
he had gone through in the
last six months.”
~ When the meeting ended,
Mr. Nixon expressed appre-
ciation to Becker for “being
fair.”

The comment was thought
by the source to mean Mr.

Nixon did not feel he had
. been “bullied” by Becker.




