
defendants was under study 
was made at a meeting this 
morning between Mr. Ford and 
senior members of his staff. 

There were indications that 
the question of further pardons 
was being considered as the 
President re-evaluated his plan 
to grant limited amnesty to 
Vietnam draft evaders and de-
serters. He was to have made 
public that plan today, but it 
was announced yesterday that 
it was postponed. Mr. Hushen 
said today it would be an-
nounced by the end of the 
month. 

President Ford met for two 

hours last nigat with top advi-
sers and again today to discuss•
the amnesty question. Mr. 
Hushen said the delay had been 
caused by "many of the com-
plexities involved" and the; 
President's limited time to deal,  
with them. There was specula-
tion, which White House offi-
cials sought to discourage, that 
Mr. Ford was considering being 
more lenient than he had ori-
ginally planned in view of the 
protests against the Nixon par-
don. 

White House officials ac-
knowledged a number of prob-
lems involved should the Presi- 
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WASHINGTON, Sept. 10 -
President Ford is, studying the 
possibility of pardoning those 
persons convicted or accused 
of crimes in the Watergate and 
related scandals, a Presidential 
spokesman said today. 

John W. Hushen, deputy 
White House press secretary, 
said he had been authorized by 
Mr. Ford to say 'that the "en-
tire matter" of pardons for the 
Watergate defendants "is now 
under study." 

He would not expand on the 
statement, and other White 
House officials would not say 
how serious the President 
really was about pardoning any 
or all of the 48 individuals Who 
have been charged with crimes 
related to the Watergate bur- 
glary and other Jpoliti 	espi- 
onage. 

Avalanche of Protest 
The announcement was made 

after an avalanche of protest, 
set off by the announcement 
two days ago that Mr. Ford 
was granting an unconditional 
pardon to former President 
Richard M. Nixon for any Fed-
eral offenses he may have com-
mitted during his 5%-year term 
of office. 

His spokesmen continued to 
insist that the President was 
aware that his action of Sun-
day morning would be met 
with controversy. But there 
was no sign that he or his 
assistants had expected that 
the Administration, which was 
one month .old yesterday, 
would become so engulfed in 
the after-effects of the Water-
gate scandals. 

Since Sunday, there has been. 
confusion and defensiveness at 
the White /louse that has over- 

shadowed Mr. Ford's efforts to 
form a new government and 
take the lead in stabilizing the 

I economy, an atmosphere that 
was similar to that which 
characterized the last months 
of the Nixon Administration. 

Ford Unavailable 
Mr. Ford, like his, predeces-

sor, has not made himself 
available for questions but has 
left that to his counsel, Philip 
W. Buchen, and to his press 
office, which was thrown into 
disorganization by the sudden 
departure of the press secre-
tary, J. F. terHorst, who re-
signed in protest over the 
Nixon pardon. A Presidential 
news conference • tentatively 
scheduled for this week has 
apparently been canceled. 

One of the questions that has 
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been asked of the White House 
since Sunday was how Mr. Ford 
justified pardoning Mr. Nixon, 
who according to tape record-
ings ordered a halt to the inves-
tigation of the Watergate bur-
glary, while Mr. Nixon's subor-
dinates were undergoing trial 
and serving jail terms for the 
cover-up. 

Mr. Buchen, asked Sunday 
whether Mr. Ford was consider-
ing pardoning the Nixon subor-
dinates also, replied, "To my 
knowledge, he has not given 
that matter any thought." 

Today, after 48 hours of con-
troversy, Mr. Hushen was 
asked whether the President 
was considering a pardon for 
John W. Dean 3d, former coun-
sel to Mr. Nixon, and all other 
persons connected with Water-
gate. Mr. Dean is now serving a 
prison term, and his wife was 
reported to have written Mr. 
Ford asking that he, too,' be 
pardoned. 

Authority of President 
Mr. Hushen, holding his first 

White House press briefing, 
sai,l, "I am authorized to say 
that the entire matter is now• 
under study." Asked repeatedly 
if he understood the probable 
impact of the statement, he de-
clared that he had Said it with 
authority from the President' 
and that all of the factors in-
volved "have been taken into 
account." 

However, he emphasized that 
the creation of such a study 
did not mean that Mr. Ford 
would decide to grant further 
pardons.: 

Mr. BUchen said later that he 
had not been brought into the 
study but assumed' that he 
would be. It was understood 
that a decision to announce 
that pardons for the Watergate  

dent decide to pardon the 
Watergate defendants. Of the 
48 charged with crimes, 39 have 
pleaded guilty or have been 
convicted by juries. Some, like 
Egil Krogh Jr., have completed 
jail terms. Others such as Jeb 
Stuart Magruder and Mr. Dean 
are now serving terms, and 
still others are awaiting trial. 

Six defendants — including 
H. R. Haldeman and John D. 
Ehrlichman, tap Nixon aides, 
and former Attorney General 
John N. Mitchell—are sched-
uled to go on trial Sept../30 for 
alleged obstruction of,i. justice 
and other charges. 

Could Halt Trial 
By granting blanket pardons 

to all of the defendants, 
Mr. Ford could .stop the trial 
and all other Federal criminal 
proceedings against the Water-
gate defendants. Mr. Buchen 
said today that he did not 
believe the White House study 
of the question in itself would 
have any prejudicial effect on 
the forthcoming trial. Neverthe-
less, White House ' officials 
acknowledged privately that 
Mr. Ford, in any way he turned, 
*faced enormous problems. 

The initial reaction from 
Congress, for example, was 
hostile to the idea of further 
pardons. 

Mr. Buchen, the white-haired 
lawyer who has long been a 
friend of the new President, 
sought to sooth the controversy 
by saying that a pardon is 
based on mercy and that mercy, 
unlike justice, is "uneven." He 
sought to lay to rest questions 
as to whether Mr. Ford and 
Mr. Nixoxn had an agreement 
for a pardon for Mr. Nixon 
'before he left office on Aug. 9.. 

"I can asure you he [Mr. 
Ford] did not„make a deal," 
Mr. Buchen said. 

Earlier:several of Mr. Ford's  

assoicates said that the ques-
tion of a pardon for Mr. Nixon 
had not been discussed between 
the two men or, as far las they 
knew, between their aides. 

The question of pardons for 
the Watergate defendants could 
involve corporations as well as 
individuals. Twelve corpora-
tions have pleaded guilty and 
paid fines for making illegal 
campaign contriliutions. Legal 
scholars have said corporations 
can be pardoned, too, but there 
would be no way to retrieve the 
fines they paid. 

Among the many questions 
raised by the developments of 
this week was whether a par-
don could be revoked. Several 
lawyers queried on this said it 
probably could not, once it was 
accepted by the person to 
whom it was granted. 

In any event, the White 
House insisted that Mr. Ford 
was not having second thoughts 
about his action of Sunday. 

"The President still thinks it 
is the right decision and 'he 
thinks he will be proven right 
in the long run," Mr. Hushen 
said. 


