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Ford Was Told Nixon Would. Never Admit Guilt 

exPosta Was Told Nixonor 	1974Would Ne 
`An Act of Mercy' 

By Lou Cannon 
WasitMititSn Post Staff Writer 

President 'Ford granted Richard M. Nix-
on it full pardon even though he was in-
formed that the former President would 
never enter a guilty plea or acknowledge 
criminal conduct in the Watergate case, 
White House counsel Philip W. Buchen 
said yesterday. 

At a White House briefing that left 
many questions unanswered, Buchen said 
Mr. Nixon's acceptance of the pardon was 
tantamount to an acknowledgment of guilt. 

"The fact that someone accepts a par-
don . . . means that it was necessary for 
him to have the pardon .. .," Buchen said. 

Asked whether Mr. Nixon's acceptance 
of a pardon implied an admission of guilt, 
Buchen replied: 

"You can so read it." 
He also cited the unanimous vote of the 

House Judiciary Committee on the first 
artible of impeachment as indication of 
Mr. Nixon's involvement in the Watergate 
cover-up, and the transcript of the June 23,,  
1972, White House tape, which shows Mr. 
Nixon approving the cover-up six days af-
ter the Watergate burglary. 

Despite this evidence, Buchen said, he 
had been informed by Herbert J. Miller 
Jr., Mr. Nixon's Washington attorney, that 
the former President "would never enter 
a plea , of guilty." 

Buchen would give no explanation of 
why Mr. Ford did not think such 
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Buchen: Nixon statement would be "very beneficial." 
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or a statement acknowledg- 
ing guilt—a pre-requisite for 
a pardon except to say that 
the pardon was "an act of 
'mercy" which did not re-
quire a specific admission of 
wrongdoing. 

The decision to grant a 
pardon was reached without 
knovAng what Mr. Nixon 
planned to do, Buchen said. 

But the White House lawyer, 
a long-time personal friend 
of Mr.. Ford, said he had in-
formed Miller at the time he 
told him of the pardon that 
a statement from Mr. Nixon 
would be "very beneficial." 

Buchen insisted, contrary 
to some published reports, 
that Washington attorney 
Benton Becker did not take 
a copy of a suggested state-
ment with him to San Cle- 

mente, Calif., last Thursday 
when he took a proposed 
Pardon to Mr. Nixon. 

Buchen said that a pub-
lished report that Mr. Nixon 
had been asked to make 
what he regarded as "a pub-
lic confession of criminal 
guilt" and had "angrily re-
fused" was without founda-
tion. 

However, another White 
House source said that there  

had been a refusal—but by 
former White House press•  

secretary Ronald L. Ziegler.' 
This source said that Zie-

gler had told_Becker, and 
forcefully, that Mr. Nixon 
would not acknowledge any 
criminal wrongdoing. 

Neither Becker nor Zie-
gler responded to efforts to 
reach them. 

Buchen released a memo 


