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JOHN WILSON 
'Pleasant surprise' 

Watergate 
Lawyers 
Still Busy 

tii'ashington 

Lawyers in the Watergate 
coverup case went ahead 
esterday with plans for a 

trial 20 days away, despite 

l
a possibility of presidential 
pardons in the offing. 

4- The White House a n-
ouncement that 'pardons • 

were being studied caught 
efense lawyers by surprise. 

/ hey were elated, while 
rosecution lawyers_ — who 
xpressed little surprise — 
ere dismayed. 
Both sides said the only 

hing to do was to proceed 
n the assumption that the 
ial will begin September 

0. 
"We'll do the best we 

eniste, a prosecution  

r • wno Will have a major 1 
le in the trial of six former 
bite House and campaign 

"des of former President 
ixon. 
"When you've gOt a dead-
e for trial, you don't let • 
," said a lawyer for one of 

he defendants. "It's like in 
civil case where you're 

ear — but not quite at — a 
ettlement. But- I've got to 
eassess everything." 
Prosecutiki and defense 

ttorneysi have spent -months 
nd millions Of dollars pre-
aring for the trial of H. R. 
aldeman, John D. Ehrlich-
an, 

 
 John N. Mitchell, Gor-

tin Strachan, Kenneth W. 
arkinson and Robert C. 
ardian. 
At the moment that White 
ouse spokesman John W. 
.ashen was disclosing that 

pardon study , was under 
ay for all those convicted 
r accused of Watergate-
lated crimes, the six de-
riclants' lawyers were 
eeting to discuss strategy. 
'It comes as a complete 

ut very pleasant surprise 
nd I hope it comes to 
ass," said John J. Wilson, 
ho then telephoned Heide-
an in California to tell him 
e news. 
Eirlichman, at the prose-
utor's office to listen to 
me White House tapes, de-

ed comment except to 
y "the probleni • with a 
don is that when you 

ow you're innocent, it pre-
udes the possibility that 

intiocfte Will be es-
blished finally." , 
T o date 48 individuals 

ave been accused of crimes 
nging from the Watergate 

reak-in and coverup t o 
aking an illegal campaign 
ontribution. Of those, 39 
ave pleaded guilty or been 
onvicted. 

Associated Press 

alaialaredwo. 

, 	said Richard Ben- i; 4._ 


