
O
B

S
E

R
V

E
R

 

B
y R

ussell B
aker 

W
endell H

. H
ow

es 
C

hief of P
olice 

N
an

tu
ck

et, M
ass. 

D
ear C

hief H
ow

es: 
I have your traffic ticket w

hich w
as 

left o
n

 m
y
 au

to
m

o
b
ile in

 A
u
g
u

st fo
r 

a parking violation, said violation hav-
in

g
 o

ccu
rred

 w
h
en

 I b
riefly

 left m
y
 

car in
 a fo

rb
id

d
en

 sp
ace w

h
ile shop-

ping 
fo

r w
in

e at H
en

ry
's p

ack
ag

e 
goods store near the S

team
boat W

harf. 
Y

o
u
r tick

et in
stru

cts m
e to

 rem
it a 

p
ay

m
en

t o
f $

5
 in

 p
u

n
ish

m
en

t, an
d

 I 
w

o
u
ld

 d
o
 so

 im
m

ed
iately

 w
ere I n

o
t 

firm
ly persuaded that such punishm

ent 
w

o
u

ld
 co

n
stitu

te an
 in

ju
stice w

ith
 

w
h
id

h
 n

eith
er y

o
u
 n

o
r th

e T
o
w

n
 S

e-
lectm

en
 w

ish
 to

 h
av

e y
o

u
r n

am
es 

fo
rev

er lin
k

ed
 in

 h
isto

ry
. 

I, th
erefo

re, req
u

est a fu
ll p

ard
o

n
 

fro
m

 th
is $

5
 p

ark
in

g
 fin

e, in
 su

p
p

o
rt 

of w
hich proposal I cite the follow

ing 
precedents for pardon: 

1
. T

h
e "alread

y
 su

ffered
 en

o
u

g
h

" 
p
reced

en
t —

 B
efo

re b
ein

g
 d

riv
en

 to
 

co
m

m
it th

e v
io

latio
n

 at H
en

ry
's, I 

h
ad

 so
u

g
h

t p
ark

in
g

 sp
aces in

 th
e v

i-
cinity, first, of M

urray's L
iquor S

tore, 

N
Y

T
im

es 
S

E
P

 10 1974 
P

ardon M
e 

an
d
 seco

n
d
, o

f th
e Islan

d
er L

iq
u
o
r 

shop. 
In

 each
 case I w

as w
av

ed
 o

u
t o

f 
illegal parking spaces by m

eter m
aids, 

W
ho indicated their intention to ticket 

m
e if I p

ersisted
 in

 p
ark

in
g
. In

 b
o
th

 
cases I g

lad
ly

 m
ad

e th
e sacrifice o

u
t 

o
f m

y
 resp

ect fo
r law

 an
d

 o
rd

er. B
y

 
th

e tim
e th

e illeg
al p

ark
in

g
 sp

o
t n

ear 
H

enry's w
as located, it w

as quite clear 
th

at I h
ad

 alread
y

 su
ffered

 en
o

u
g

h
 in

 
satisfy

in
g
 th

e law
's h

arsh
 d

em
an

d
s, 

and so I parked the car. 
A

t H
enry's I purchased tw

o half-gal-
lon jugs of dom

estic red w
ine at $4.55 

each for serving at a large dinner. A
n 

oafish dog later knocked one of these 
jugs off the kitchen table and 'sm

ashed 
it, th

u
s p

u
ttin

g
 m

e o
u
t $

4
.5

5
. M

o
re-

over; the guests criticized the rem
ain-

in
g

 w
in

e as in
ferio

r stu
ff an

d
 su

g
-

g
ested

 th
at I h

ad
 sh

o
w

n
 m

ean
n
ess o

f 
p

u
rse in

 serv
in

g
 it. 

In the $4.55 financial loss caused by 
the dog and in the loss of face suffered 
b
efo

re m
y
 g

u
ests, I co

n
ten

d
 th

at I 
h
av

e alread
y
 su

ffered
 en

o
u
g
h
 an

d
, 

therefore, should not be asked to bear 
the additional burden of a $5 parking 
ticket. 

2
. T

h
e "h

an
g
in

g
 is en

o
u
g
h

, y
o

u
 

d
o
n

't h
av

e to
 d

raw
-an

d
-q

u
arter-em

" 
precedent —

 T
he paper shortage pre-

v
en

ts m
e •fro

m
 listin

g
 all th

e m
o

n
ey

 

N
an

tu
ck

et ex
tracted

 fro
m

 m
e th

is 
su

m
m

er, b
u

t ev
en

 a su
m

m
ary

 m
u

st 
persuade you that I have already been 
h

an
g

ed
, fin

an
cially

 sp
eak

in
g

, if n
o

t 
draw

n. 
I m

ean
, really

 n
o
w

, $
9
3
 fo

r w
ater? 

A
nd $62 a m

onth for electricity. A
nd 

$75 a m
onth for oil? In a m

onth w
hen 

th
ere w

as n
o

 h
eat ru

n
n

in
g

. A
n

d
 th

e 
ferry

 serv
ice. It co

sts m
o

re p
er m

ile 
to ride the ferry from

 W
ood's H

ole to 
N

an
tu

ck
et th

an
 it co

sts to
 trav

el to
 

E
urope first class on the F

rance. 
In

 v
iew

 o
f th

e su
m

s N
an

tu
ck

et h
as 

already exacted from
 m

y bank balance, 
I am

 certain
 y

o
u

 w
ill ag

ree w
ith

 m
e 

th
at th

e in
sisten

ce o
n
 y

et an
o
th

er $
5
 

ch
eck

 am
o

u
n

ts to
 d

raw
in

g
 an

d
 q

u
ar-

tering the already hanged. A
s pardoned 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o

n
 o

n
ce ask

ed
, d

o
 y

o
u

 
w

an
t to

 p
ick

 th
e carcass? 

3
. T

h
e "A

m
erican

 trag
ed

y
" p

rece-
dent —

 I have never com
m

itted a m
ug-

g
in

g
, crack

ed
 a safe, stu

ck
 u

p
 a g

as 
statio

n
 o

r sto
len

 fan
cy

 b
icy

cles fro
m

 
ch

ild
ren

. In
 sh

o
rt, I am

 n
o

t a cro
o

k
. 

Is it n
o

t an
 A

m
erican

 trag
ed

y
 in

-
deed w

hen som
eone as em

inently law
-

abiding as I finds him
self caught park-

in
g

 in
 a fo

rb
id

d
en

 sp
ace? W

h
en

 th
at 

sp
ace is in

 an
 area as cro

w
d

ed
 as th

e 
S

team
boat W

harf, the tragedy is com
-

pounded, for his sham
e is flaunted be-

fo
re h

u
n

d
red

s an
d

 h
u

n
d

red
s o

f p
as-

sers-b
y

 w
h

o
 in

ev
itab

ly
 see th

e p
ark

- 

in
g

 tick
et tied

 to
 th

e d
o

o
r h

an
d

le o
f 

his hum
iliated car. 

It is su
rely

 b
etter fo

r th
e co

u
n
try

 
to

 p
u
t trag

ed
y
 o

f th
is o

rd
er b

eh
in

d
 it, 

a
n

d
 to

 g
ra

n
t its v

ic
tim

 su
c
h

 p
o

o
r 

m
ercy

 as is w
ith

in
 tem

p
o
ral g

o
v
ern

-
m

ent's lim
ited pow

er. 
I, therefore, urge the T

ow
n of N

an-
tu

ck
et to

 rise ab
o
v
e a to

o
 scru

p
u
lo

u
s 

passion for law
 enforcem

ent and par-
d

o
n

 m
e th

is $
5

 p
ark

in
g

 fin
e as a g

es-
tu

re o
f ap

p
reciatio

n
 fo

r th
e h

ig
h
 q

u
a-

lity of the tragedy w
ith w

hich m
y car 

and I have enriched N
antucket's other-

vvise hum
drum

 sum
m

er season. 
A

ssum
ing that the tow

n w
ill act fa-

v
o
rab

ly
 o

n
 m

y
 p

ard
o
n
, I w

ill also
 

tak
e th

is o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 n

o
tify

 to
w

n
 

au
th

o
rities th

at I sh
all so

o
n

 b
e re-

q
u

estin
g

 a su
b

stan
tial su

m
 o

f m
o

n
ey

 
from

 the N
antucket treasury. 

If I am
 to

 g
ran

t th
e to

w
n

 th
e b

o
o

n
 

o
f m

y
 resid

en
ce th

ere n
ex

t su
m

m
er, 

I shall require a considerable m
onetary 

allo
w

an
ce fo

r o
ffice ex

p
en

ses, trav
el 

costs (that m
urderous ferry!) and m

is-
cellan

eo
u
s, w

h
atev

er th
at m

ay
 b

e. A
 

detailed estim
ate of these charges w

ill 
be sent later. I m

ention them
 here only 

to
 g

iv
e early

 n
o

tice th
at it m

ay
 b

e 
necessary to increase parking fines in 
o
rd

er to
 fin

an
ce 'm

y
 co

n
tin

u
in

g
 resi-

d
en

ce o
n

 th
e islan

d
. 

In
 th

e m
ean

tim
e I aw

ait n
o

tice o
f 

m
y pardon. 	

Y
ours in law

, 


