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TerHorst

Felt Aides
Used Him

United Press International

J. F. terHorst quit as Presi.
dent Ford’s press secretary be-
cause Mr. Ford’s advisers used

- him to deceive reporters about
the impending Nixon pardon
and because he opposed the
pardon itself, sources said yes-
terday.

The Detroit News, mean-
while, confirmed that terHorst
had rejoined its Washington
bureau. "

. TerHorst left the News,

where he was Washington bu-
reau chief, a month ago to
work for Mr. Ford. He was the
first staff member hired by
the new President.

An official for the, newspa-
per said terHorst had been
hired in the new position of
“national columnist” in Wash-
ington and would write three
columns a week for the paper.

“He went back on the pay-
roll today,” said Al Blanchard,
national editor of the News.

The News has not yet
named a new Washington bu-
reau chief, but Blanchard said
terHorst would not reassume
that title. He said terHorst
had asked for several days in
which to' tie up his White
House duties before Teturning
to.the paper.

White House aides said yes-
terday that terHorst left Mr.
Ford’s staff because he felt
the President’s advisers
caused him to lie to reporters
about the impending pardon
for Mr. Nixon as well as be-
cause he opposed the granting
of the pardon. :

Their disclosures suggested
terHorst’s  resignation in-
volved a dispute over issues of
credibility and confidence
within Mr.,  Ford’s White
House staff.” TerHorst re-
signed nine hours after Mr.
Ford announced a full parden
of Mr. Nixon Sunday. He justi-
fied his leave-taking by saying
he could not “in good con-
science” support that decision,
“I didn’t know how I could
credibly defend it,” terHorst
said.

White House aides and some
of terHorst’s colleagues in the
news media, however, ‘told a
different story based on their
personal contacts with the
press secretary. ‘

Aboard the press charter
flight accompanying the Presi-
dent to Pittsburgh yesterday,
one White House staffer said
terHorst felt his credibility
had been destroyed by presi-
dential advisers who lied to
him last week when he asked
whether Mr. Ford was consid-
ering a pardon for Mr. Nixon. *

TerHorts was asking on be-
half of newsmen who got wind
jof the story and he passed on
"the assurances of the advisers
I that “there was nothing to it,”
i this source said.

Sunday morning, he said, ter-
Horst called the reporters and




