
M
arquis C

hilds W
X

P
ost 

1-0 1914 

 

 

 

A
nd R

eopened the W
atergate S

candals 
It w

o
u
ld

 b
e h

ard
 to

 im
ag

in
e an

y
 

b
etter w

ay
 to

 g
iv

e n
ew

 life to
 th

e 
w

h
o
le W

aterg
ate h

o
rro

r th
an

 fo
r 

P
resident F

ord to grant a precipitous 
blanket pardon to form

er P
resident 

N
ixon. U

ntil he did so, M
r. F

ord had 
seem

ed td be ushering in a new
 era 

o
f reco

n
ciliatio

n
. T

h
en

 co
n
trary

 to
 

previous statem
ents—

he jum
ped in 

b
efo

re ev
en

 th
e first step

s in
 th

e 
judicial proceqs had been taken. 

H
is aid

es say
 h

e acted
 in

 th
e b

e-
lief th

at b
y
 a q

u
ick

, d
ecisiv

e m
o
v
e 

he w
ould put the w

hole thing in the 
p

ast. A
fter a flu

rry
 o

f co
n

tro
v

ersy
 

it w
o
u
ld

 b
e seen

 th
at h

is co
m

p
as-

sionate pardon w
as the only w

ay to 
clear the air and relegate the w

hole 
m

atter to
 h

isto
ry

. 
If this w

as his m
otive he m

ade ...a 
serio

u
s m

iscalcu
latio

n
. A

s h
e said

 
n
e
a
rly

 a
 y

e
a
r a

g
o
 w

h
e
n
 a

sk
e
d
 

-about total absolution, "T
he public 

w
ouldn't stand for it." N

othing has 
happened in the intervening m

onths 
to

 ch
an

g
e th

at o
p

in
io

n
. In

 fact th
e 

w
h
o
le cy

cle o
f jail sen

ten
ces, u

p
-

co
m

in
g
 trials an

d
 th

e d
ram

a o
f. 

N
ix

o
n
's self-rig

h
teo

u
s resig

n
atio

n
 

has strengthened that view
. 

O
ne m

ay question S
pecial P

rose-
cu

to
r L

eo
n
 Jaw

o
rS

k
i's ex

p
ressed

  

o
p
in

io
n
 th

at th
e p

ard
o
n
 w

ill n
o
t 

influence the outcom
e of the S

ept. 
30 trial of the principal N

ixon lieu 
ten

an
ts. T

h
at Jaw

o
rsk

i learn
ed

 o
f 

th
e p

ard
o
n
 o

n
ly

 sh
o
rtly

 b
efo

re it 
w

as p
u
b
licly

 an
n
o
u
n
ced

 is a sad
 

co
m

m
en

tary
 o

n
 th

e statu
s o

f th
e 

p
ro

secu
to

; T
h
is h

as o
v
erto

n
es o

f 
the S

aturday night m
assacre w

hich 
saw

 the firing of A
rchibald C

ox and 
the resignation of A

ttorney G
eneral 

E
llio

t R
ich

ard
so

n
. , 

C
om

parison w
ith the fate of for-

m
er V

ice P
resident S

piro A
gnew

 is 
inevitable. A

gnew
 pleaded no con-

test in open court to a charge of tax 
evasion w

hile the judge had before 
him

 a m
em

orandum
 of 38 crim

inal 
o
ffen

ses alleg
ed

 ag
ain

st th
e V

ice 
P

resid
en

t as p
rep

ared
 b

y
 th

e D
e-

partm
ent of Justice. A

gnew
 lost his 

pension. H
e w

as disbarred. 
T

h
e su

sp
en

d
ed

 sen
ten

ce an
d
 th

e 
sm

all fin
e m

eted
 o

u
t to

 h
im

 p
ro

-
d
u
ced

 cy
n
icism

 an
d
 d

istru
st. W

as 
this equal justice under law

 or w
ere 

m
en

 in
 h

ig
h

 p
laces im

m
u

n
e fro

m
 

th
e p

en
alties su

ffered
 b

y
 lesser 

figures? T
his w

ill be the reaction to 
th

e N
ix

o
n
 p

ard
o
n
 th

at cam
e w

ith
 

such unexpected speed. 
T

he extent to w
hich N

ixon aides  

still in
 th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se w

ere re-
sp

o
n

sib
le fo

r th
e d

ecisio
n

 is still 
co

n
jectu

re. H
o
w

 m
u
ch

 th
e fo

rm
er 

P
resident him

self supplied the m
oti-

vation is also speculation. 
N

ixon is again the role player,. as 
h

e h
as b

een
 th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t h
is career. 

T
hrough calculated leaks out of the 

fastness of S
an C

lem
ente has com

e 
the picture of a lonely exile suffer-
ing in silence. H

am
let w

alking the 
b
each

, to
 b

e o
r n

o
t to

 b
e, th

at w
as 

th
e ro

le h
e assu

m
ed

. It resem
b
les 

in
 k

in
d

 if n
o

t in
 d

eg
ree th

e self-
m

artyrdom
 that has repeatedly been 

at th
e co

re o
f h

is ro
le p

lay
in

g
. T

o
 

sep
arate th

e m
an

 fro
m

 tlie ro
le 

seem
s to have been m

ore than even 
his one tim

e psychiatrist could m
an-

ag
e in

 th
e N

ix
o

n
 v

ice p
resid

en
tial 

years. 
H

o
w

 g
reat th

e d
am

ag
e an

d
 h

o
w

 
lo

n
g
 th

e reco
v
ery

 n
o
 o

n
e can

 y
et 

say
. T

h
e resig

n
atio

n
 o

f h
is p

ress 
secretary, J. F

. terH
orst, w

as a blow
. 

C
onfidence m

ust be the basis of the 
relatio

n
sh

ip
 b

etw
een

 a P
resid

en
t 

an
d

 h
is p

ress sp
o

k
esm

an
. If th

at 
co

n
fid

en
ce is n

o
n
-ex

isten
t, if th

e 
press secretary goes out on a doubt-
ful lim

b, then a job that is difficult 
enough becom

es im
possible. 

I h
av

e k
n
o
w

n
 terH

o
rst o

v
er th

e 
years as a colleague and friend. H

e 
is no ideologue w

ith a tag of liberal 
o
r co

n
serv

ativ
e b

u
t a first rate re-

porter respected by the W
ashington 

press corps. H
is resignation w

as the 
m

ore im
pressive because it w

as the 
voice of his conscience that spoke. 

A
 g

ro
w

in
g
 criticism

 o
f F

o
rd

 h
as 

been his failure to m
ove quickly to 

elim
in

ate th
e carry

o
v
er fro

m
 an

 
adm

inistration that had com
e dow

n 
in

 d
isg

race. U
n
til th

e p
ard

o
n
, th

is 
h
ad

 seem
ed

 to
 b

e u
n
fair. A

fter all 
he did need tim

e to m
ake an orderly 

transition. 
B

u
t if th

e p
ard

o
n
 w

as a co
n
se-

quence of the influence of 'the m
en 

o
f th

e p
ast th

en
 it is p

ro
o
f th

at h
e 

has w
aited too long. H

e is surround-
ed by conservative ideologues, and 
n
o
w

h
ere is th

is m
o
re ev

id
en

t th
an

 
o
n
 th

e ap
p
ro

ach
 to

 in
flatio

rian
d
 

the econom
y, w

ho tell him
 that even 

jaw
boning or som

ething as innocu-
ous as w

age-price guidelines can im
-

peril the free enterprise system
. 

T
h
e n

ew
 P

resid
en

t m
u
st p

ro
v
e 

th
at h

e is h
is o

w
n
 m

an
. B

u
t if th

e 
precipitous pardon is an exam

ple of 
th

at n
ew

 m
an

 th
en

 w
e are in

 fo
r 

trouble. 


